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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

About Us

How much do you really know about

Kenmore? You may have learned its

history through books, or stories shared

at family gatherings, but we bet they left

out some of the more interesting and

colorful history of Kenmore’s past.

Check out our
website!

August - once known as "weed month"
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August gets its name from
the Roman emperor, Augustus Caesar.
Before its renaming, it was called
Sextilis. It’s thought that the change
occurred as Augustus experienced many
victories during the month. 

Back in the days of the Anglo-Saxons,
the month was called Weod Monath. Its
translation of “weed month” is quite
literal – in this month weeds and other
plants grow the fastest in the
northern hemisphere.

Unlike most other months, August has
just one birthstone – peridot. One of
the lesser-known gems, peridots come in
shades from grass-green to a more
earthy olive hue.

They’re quite a unique gem, and quite
rare as they can only be found from two
very different sources – they can be
formed deep in the earth and expelled
to the surface along with lava, and
they can be found in meteorites!

It is claimed that peridots have healing
powers and can protect the bearer

Depending on where you live in the
world, August can often be one of the
sunnier highlights of the calendar. It’s
the eighth month of the year, and for
many people, it marks the height and the
end of the school holidays. It’s also likely
to be the time of year when most
people go away on sunny holidays.

August was a big month for the U.S.
Civil Rights Movement. It was
on August 28, 1963, that Martin Luther
King Jr gave his famous “I have a
dream” speech to 250,000 people on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington D.C. Considered to be one
of the most iconic speeches in the
history of the US, King’s speech called
for the end of racial discrimination and
for equal rights to all.

https://factcity.com/facts-about-ancient-rome/
https://factcity.com/facts-about-time/
https://www.thefactsite.com/day/august-28/


from evil.

The "Dog Days" of Summer Continue to August 11!

Today the “Dog Days of Summer” signal
a time for hikes and water fun. Despite
the fact that Seattle is the least air-
conditioned metro area in the nation
(according to the U.S. Census Bureau),
locals have found many options for
keeping cool.

Time to Beat the Heat

Jumping off the dock at Kenmore’s own
Log Boom Park or hiking through the
refreshing forest of St. Edward State
Park to play at the shores of the lake are
among the favorite pastimes for locals to
beat the heat. For the youngest crowd,
the splash pad at the Hangar at Town
Square is the spot to keep cool, while
the grown-ups enjoy some refreshment
at Diva Espresso or the newly opened
Stoup Brewing. However you choose to
beat the heat, there is no need to go
mad when you see that both Sirius and
temperatures are on the rise.

National Dog Day

When clear skies bring warmer days and
dry pavement, the people of the
Northwest come out of hibernation, and
out too come their favorite furry friends.
With the official “Dog Days of Summer”
over by mid-August, the month is ready
for a different kind of canine celebration.

Chosen to honor the day her father got
the first family dog, August 26th was
established as National Dog Day by
animal welfare advocate Colleen Paige
in 2004.

Its purpose is two-fold. Most importantly,
it is a time to celebrate all the services
these loyal friends provide for their
human companions.

From watchdogs to aid workers in
search and rescue to a needed listening
ear, these amazing animals have earned
a place at our side for millennia. National
Dog Day is also a time to encourage
those who are able to rescue dogs
from homelessness and abuse.



Not to be outdone, cats, too, will have
their glory day in the sun. International
Cat Day was established in 2002 and is
celebrated on August 8th.

International Cat Day

According to the sponsors of the holiday,
this is a day for “cat lovers around the
world to unite across the globe in a
celebration of cats” and a day to
honor and pamper their domesticated
feline friends. If you house a cat, you
know that they would stand behind this
purpose 100%. If you don’t yet have a
feline friend, this day would also be a
great time to consider adopting.

World Elephant Day

World Elephant Day was conceived in
2011 by Canadian filmmakers Patricia
Sims and Michael Clark, along with
Sivaporn Dardarnanda, the Secretary
General of the “Elephant Reintroduction
Foundation (ERF)” in Thailand. In 2012
Patricia Sims and the ERF went on to
establish August 12th as a day to raise
awareness of shrinking populations of
African and Asian elephants. These
amazing animals are the largest living
land animal in the world and are facing
a struggle for survival due mainly to
poaching and loss of habitat.

You can celebrate World Elephant Day
by supporting organizations that seek to
protect remaining elephants left in the
world.

The Right Place

Whether your friend purrs or barks—or chirps, bubbles, or squeaks, for that matter
—Maser’s Grooming and Pet Boutique can help you pamper and show
appreciation to them on their special day. With a wide variety of toys and treats, food
and housing, Maser’s has everything to help your pet feel comfortable and loved. In
addition, you can find possible pet adoptions at masers.com.

If you are considering a gentle pachyderm as a pet, you might want to think twice.
Instead you should buy a goldfish. Maser’s can help you with that as well.

Central Kenmore - Then and Now

THEN ... AND NOW ...



Real estate offices sprang up in the Kenmore area in
the 1920s and ‘30s to promote the availability of cheap
land. This office on Bothell Way at 63rd Avenue NE
advertised large view lots with water and electricity for
“$200 and up.” This site is occupied today by the
Tai Ho Restaurant. PHOTO COURTESY OF DORIS
CLEMENT

Tai Ho Restaurant - now permanently closed

The Nordlund property, mentioned below, changed
hands several times, and the house could be seen
between the Tai Ho Restaurant and Les Schwab
Tire Company until the dwelling was torn down in
2001.

1920 - Half-Dozen Families

IMPOSSIBLE AS IT MAY SEEM today, only about a half-dozen families lived in
central Kenmore in 1920. Today’s major north-south thoroughfare of 68th Avenue
NE was a narrow, graveled road and ended at NE 182nd Street. Other roads weren’t
really roads at all, just “cow trails.” A community of families settled in the early
1920s in the vicinity of today’s Bothell Way and 68th Avenue NE and along the trail
that later became Pontius Road (now 80th Avenue NE). These were families
dependent on the logging and shingle industries or those attracted when Puget Mill
offered a number of small tracts billed as “garden acreage.” 

​One of the first homes to spring up on Bothell Way after the Depression of the 1930s
was the Ed and Enid Nordlund residence. The yard was ablaze with flowers all
summer long, often causing traffic to stop and view. The property was sold in
1954 to Judge Del Lampman from Lake City and his wife, also a local judge. Traffic
court was held in a small building that they moved in front of the former Nordlund
home.

National S'more Day

Whether you prefer yours lightly
browned or charred to a crisp,
chances are you think

The first mention of this campfire
favorite is in the 1927 edition of
the Girl Scout manual Tramping



“marshmallows” when you imagine
cooking over a summer campfire. In
fact, Americans buy 90 million
pounds of marshmallows each
year! Add a piece of chocolate and
sandwich the pair between two
crispy graham cracker squares and
you have yourself the quintessential
summer treat.

Not planning a camping trip
anytime soon? Here is a recipe that
will allow you to enjoy this favorite
summer treat in the comfort of your
own home:

S'mores Cookie Recipe

and Trailing with the Girl Scouts.

Suggestive of the dessert’s
addictive qualities, it was dubbed
“some more.” Later in the 1938
guide “Recreational Programs for
Summer Camps” by William H.
Gibson, the treat is called by the
shortened name which we now
know—the “s’more.”

While you can officially celebrate
this winning combination on August
10th, National S’more Day, you
need not limit your celebrating to
one day in a year. This combination
has become so beloved that one
can find s’more-flavored varieties in
everything from ice cream to
martinis. 

International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples

Photo: UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

The International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples is observed on 9
August each year to raise awareness and to protect the rights of the world's
Indigenous populations. This event also acknowledges the achievements and
contributions of Indigenous people. This recognition is celebrated around the world
and marks the date of the United Nations’ 1982 inaugural session of the Working
Group on Indigenous Populations.

Cultural Identity

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/national-smore-day/


The expression Indigenous peoples is commonly used to identify ethnic groups who
are native to a land or region, especially before the arrival and intrusion of a foreign
culture and people. They may include distinct groups of people whose members
share a cultural identity that has been shaped by geographical region. A variety of
names are used in various countries to identify such groups, but they generally are
regarded as the original inhabitants of a territory or region. Their right to self-
determination has been affected by colonizing ethnic groups.

Despite the diversity of Indigenous peoples, they often share common problems and
issues in dealing with the prevailing, or invading, society. These concern the cultures
of Indigenous peoples that are being reduced or lost, including that Indigenous
peoples suffer both discrimination and pressure to assimilate into their surrounding
societies. These trends are counter to the importance for the human species as a
whole to preserve as wide a range of cultural diversity as possible, and therefore the
support and protection of Indigenous cultures is vital to this enterprise.

Learn
More

National Bowling Day - August 14

Although few people realize it, bowling is one of the oldest sports in history. A
form of it has been traced back 7,000-years to ancient Egypt. Around 5,000 B.C.,
ancient Egyptians played a sport where round stones were rolled down a lane
to knock over objects at the other end. Since then, countless millions of people
have enjoyed this sport and enjoyed the camaraderie and health benefits of this
sport. And now everyone can celebrate this sport on the second Sunday in August—
a day that’s known as National Bowling Day.

Kenmore Lanes co-owner Doug Peek stands beside a
sign of bowling prices in this 1960s photo. Brothers
Doug, Don, and Bob Peek founded the business in
1958 with their brother-in-law, Robbie Robertson.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PEEK FAMILY

Kenmore Lanes

Kenmore Lanes, was founded in 1958 by
three brothers, Doug, Don, and Bob
Peek, and their brother-in-law, Robbie
Robertson. A news photo shows the four
young athletes inaugurating their
business as each simultaneously
released a bowling ball down one of the
twenty-four lanes.

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/4975-2/


The new facility at 76th Avenue NE and Bothell Way featured automatic pinsetters,
a nursery for children of bowling mothers, and a snack bar. The brothers built
an outdoor swimming pool next to the bowling alley in 1961 and whimsically
renamed the business Pins and Fins. Kenmore resident Priscilla Droge says the
facility was “a wonderful place for the local kids; they could swim, bowl, or just watch
the fun.” The swimming pool closed in 1970 to allow business expansion and was
later covered by a large parking lot.

By 1974 the bowling alley had expanded to forty lanes. By the year 2000, Kenmore
Lanes was the largest bowling alley in the state, offering fifty lanes and attracting
up to four thousand people weekly during bowling league season. Expanding a
1960s-era cardroom, Kenmore Lanes added a mini-casino in 1998 to offer poker
and blackjack. Between the bowling alley and the casino, Kenmore Lanes was one
of the city’s largest employers, with more than 150 people on its payroll. It was
also one of the biggest taxpayers, contributing upward of $250,000 to the
Kenmore city treasury each year.

Celebrating Seniors

National Senior Citizen Day - August 21st

Do you have an elderly person in your life that you love and appreciate?
National Senior Citizens Day, August 21, is the day to let them know how much you
care and it’s an opportunity to recognize their accomplishments. 

President Ronald Reagan took the initiative to honor seniors in 1988 when he
signed Proclamation 5847 and marked August 21 as the day seniors will be
celebrated.

“Throughout our history, older people have achieved much for our families, our
communities, and our country. That remains true today, and gives us ample reason
this year to reserve a special day in honor of the senior citizens who mean so much
to our land,” Reagan proclaimed.

Kenmore Senior Center - NOW OPEN
Located in an historic cottage in beautiful
Rhododendron Park, the Kenmore Senior Center

Q&A

KHS sat down with
Center Director Pasha
Mohajerjasbi for a little



provides educational, social and recreational
options to the entire community. To renew your
membership, become a member, (and enjoy
member discounts, special programs and access
to all 3 locations in Kenmore, Bothell or Mill Creek)
or to register for any of the activities listed below,
please call 425.489.0707 or email
kenmoreseniorcenter@mynorthshore.org.

Bruce Garberding, Board Member and Volunteer at the
Kenmore Senior Center always has a welcoming smile for

visitors.

The Community Food Pantry at the Kenmore
Senior Center celebrated its Grand Opening on
Wednesday, July 14. The pantry is open to all
ages and income levels, and is open the 2nd and
4th Wednesdays of every month, 12:30-
2:30. Below is a picture of items in their storeroom
being prepared for pantry visitors.

Q&A .....

Pre-COVID ... How
many seniors did you
have on your
membership list with
Kenmore addresses?
There are 1842 names
on the list and we are
connecting with each one
to let them know the
Center is now open.

What were the most
popular events/
activities? Bridge,
Driftwood Sculpture,
Guitar Group, Crafters,
and the Mayor Baker's
visits.

During COVID ... how
did things change?
What programs were
offered? The Kenmore
Center was closed so
staff went up and helped
in the Bothell location
with the Food Pantry,
Wellness Calls, and the
distribution of emergency
funding for Kenmore
residents. Virtual
programs were provided
for all members
regardless of location.

What's new as we head
out of the pandemic?
The Kenmore Food
Pantry is open, picnic
shelter rentals are
available, building
improvements have
occurred in the cottage
and Annex, and classes
are starting back up!

mailto:kenmoreseniorcenter@mynorthshore.org
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/1886/637617029894970000


Learn More the Northshore Senior
Center

Bridge anyone? Cheery
spaces, new friends and fresh
coffee are always available!

The Kenmore Senior Center manages the rental of
the lovely picnic shelter in the Park. 

The Center is currently accepting reservations for
events happening after May 1, 2021.

Have you discovered Kenmore’s nearly-hidden
Rhododendron Park?

It began its colorful life a century-plus-a-year ago.

The Pearce’s beautiful Tudor style home boasted a
unusual chimney. Bricks salvaged from the chimney
formed the base for the KHS interpretive sign near

today’s covered picnic area.

Rhododendron Park occupies 13 acres

Half a century ago, in 1971, the nursery
became a county park through Forward
Thrust funding.

A 1995 donation of many newer
rhododendron and azalea hybrids make
up a New Garden. The donors were
Warren F. Timmons III and his wife Diane,
who collected these plants while operating
a small nursery. This is referred to as the
New Garden to differentiate from the Old
Garden where the Pearce plants are
located.

https://www.northshoreseniorcenter.org/


of land in the city of Kenmore and was
once the home of rhododendron
enthusiast Reginald A. “Charlie”
Pearce. An Englishman who immigrated
to the Pacific Northwest at the turn of the
20th century, Pearce became a Seattle
clothier and Alaska equipment outfitter.
He and his wife settled here in 1920 and
began cultivating rhododendrons as a
hobby. The project soon turned into a
commercial enterprise they called State
Flower Nursery. The Wall Street
Journal featured the couple in a 1932
article with pictures of some of their
rhododendron and azalea plants. They
soon became known nationally. Every
year at Easter the nursery would ship
large numbers of Pink Pearl
rhododendrons east.

Pearce’s American Beauty rhododendron, one of
several hybrids created by Pearce.

Pearce created at least three new hybrids,
best known of which are Pinky Pearce
(azalea), Pearce’s Golden Jubilee and
Pearce’s American Beauty (rhodies),
specimens of which are in the park.

Pearce died in 1960 and the property
became idle and was unused for
approximately ten years. The lovely Tudor-
style home deteriorated and was eventually
razed.

In 2001, the newly incorporated City of
Kenmore took over Rhododendron
Park from King County.

​A 2009 renovation improved parking,
renewed the picnic shelter and
restrooms, and added a playground. A
new driveway would have destroyed
hundreds of the park’s namesake plants.
Instead of allowing this to happen,
Warren Timmons, along with members
of a local rhododendron chapter,
members of Inglemoor High School’s
Key Club, plus some local Boy Scouts,
transplanted around 300 of the flowering
plants. One scout working for his eagle
scout merit badge, along with his
volunteering family and friends,
repositioned many of these plants under
the supervision of Warren Timmons.

The park offers one of the largest public
collections of hybrid rhododendrons in
the Northwest. Make the park an annual
destination during May-June when the
rhodies are in full glorious bloom!



New & Events

Meet Rachel Wood!
Craft Beertender, Communications
Pro and upcoming judge for KHS

annual photo contest!

Kenmore Heritage Society is proud to
introduce our colleague Rachel Wood. Rachel
is the lead craft beertender at Cairn Brewing
here in Kenmore and also leads their
communications presence.

Whether she’s pouring a pint or writing blog
posts, her touch is evident in everything Cairn
represents: a love of craft beer and a deep
sense of community. And, for Rachel, that
extends into the world of writing travel books,
most recently Urban Hikes Washington, with
her partner of Beers at the Bottom.

Link to Bookshop for Urban
Hikes: https://bookshop.org/books/urban-
hikes-washington-a-guide-to-the-state-s-
greatest-urban-hiking-
adventures/9781493047833

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/beer
satb/

Cairn Brewing

There will be a surprise category supplied by Cairn
Brewing at this year's KHS Fun Photo Contest!

KHS Virtual Presentation at Kenmore Community Club - August 11th!

Lena Rodrigues, who is currently working with the Kenmore Heritage Society as a Heritage Intern
conducting research on the history of Coast Salish Peoples in the region will be presenting on her
current progress, methodology and on the importance of restorative practices in the arts and
humanities. Her presentation will also include a community building and awareness activity that
will require attendees to provide an example of a piece of media of any type that has provided
comfort during the last year.

Lena Ishel Rodríguez (she/her/hers) grew up
in San Diego, California in the Mexican culture
on the unseated territory of the Kumeyaay
people. First generation American through her
father, she is of indigenous Nahua descent. A
proud Latina and Woman of Color, she is
passionate about the arts, humanities and
education. She is dedicated to raising
awareness and access to the stories, histories
and perspectives of historically
disenfranchised and marginalized peoples.

She has an Associates in Art History with

https://bookshop.org/books/urban-hikes-washington-a-guide-to-the-state-s-greatest-urban-hiking-adventures/9781493047833
https://www.instagram.com/beersatb/
http://www.cairnbrewing.com


Honors from Southwestern Community
College, Bachelors of Arts in Art History and
Ancient Near East & Egyptology from UCLA
with Latin Honors and is currently a Masters
student of Museology at the University of
Washington Seattle.

She has worked in museums, libraries,
archives, art galleries, and arts organizations
since she was 14 years old and was
internationally published by the time she was
18 years old. She is also a practicing multi-
media artist and is working on a fantasy Young
Adult series based on indigenous Meso-
American mythology. She has been featured
in FEM magazine for her advocacy, academic
and professional achievements and was a
Wayland/GO-MAP scholar for the 2020-2021
school year.

Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore

Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Northshore Fun Photo Contest

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/get-involved/


Last year the Fun Photo Contest was ALL
VIRTUAL ... this year we hope to host an in-
person kick off at Kenmore Camera ... stay
tuned for details later this summer.

See Previous
Winners

Join our Board

We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to not
only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but also
CELEBRATE what is CURRENT TODAY and
make it RELEVANT TO EVERYONE…”

Join Us

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people, all
ages, across all boundaries – physical
or imagined.

Website Get Involved News & Events Making History About Us

LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line

 ​  ​  ​
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