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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

About Us

How much do you really know about

Kenmore? You may have learned its

history through books, or stories shared

at family gatherings, but we bet they left

out some of the more interesting and

colorful history of Kenmore’s past.

Check out our
website!

Spring being a tough act to follow, God
created June.
― Al Bernstein
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Flag Day - June 14th: History of the Kenmore Flag

Image Building

In 1979, though Kenmore was not yet an
incorporated city, a group of citizens from
the local Chamber of Commerce
established an Image-Building Committee
to promote pride, goodwill, and positive
image for the Kenmore community.

Let's Design a Flag!

After some deliberation, the committee
agreed that a brightly colored flag would
be festive and foster unity. They quickly
set out to design an emblem that would
feature some of the best elements of the
community--a flag that would convey not
only the past, but also look forward to
the future. 

Final Design Represents Vision of Kenmore

The final design pictured white-capped mountains and evergreen trees to show the
beauty of the surrounding area. The black silhouette of a row of high-rise buildings
hinted towards future growth. A seaplane flying over a line of sailboats on calm waters
depicted not only the recreational opportunities and services available in Kenmore, but
also conveyed the idea that the area was a peaceful place in which to live. The Image-
Building Committee hoped the flag would show the beauty, progressiveness, and
tranquility of Kenmore and its future.

Robert Crookshank Delivers

After soliciting public input, the committee



gave their ideas to Robert Crookshank, a
staff artist for a local monthly magazine
called The Suburbanite. He generously
volunteered his time to design a logo that
would represent the committee’s vision.

Read More About the
Flag

Summer Solstice - June 20

image: www.almanac.com/content/first-day-summer-summer-solstice

Shorter Days - Longer Nights Ahead

The Summer Solstice marks the start of astronomical summer, when days start to
become shorter and nights become longer. In the Northern Hemisphere, this occurs
when the sun reaches its highest and northernmost points in the sky. The event
marks the start of summer in the northern half of the globe. This year in the Northern
Hemisphere the Summer Solstice falls on June 20.
 
Over millennia, people observed that in the summer, the sun stopped moving north
in the sky and shifted to moving south again as autumn approached. “Solstice” is
derived from Latin: “Sol” means sun, and “stitium” means still or stopped. Cultures
around the world have celebrated this day for perhaps thousands of years with
feasts, bonfires, and songs.

Summer Solstice at
Stonehenge

Solstice Indigenous

Fremont Solstice
Festival

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/history-of-the-kenmore-flag/


Festival - Ottawa

As we head into the summer, consider Margaret Atwood’s description:
“This is the solstice, the still point of the sun, its cusp and midnight, the
year's threshold and unlocking, where the past lets go of and becomes the
future; the place of caught breath.”

Learn More About Solstice
History

Kenmore Dragon Boats

Seattle Flying Dragon Boat Club
Provides Programming to Kenmore

The Seattle Flying Dragon Boat Club
was formed in 2007 as a growing infant
of the Tacoma Dragonboat Club.
SFDBC has expanded rapidly through
the years since then and was chosen by
the City of Kenmore to provide
programming at the newly acquired
Squires Landing Park (recently renamed
Tl' awh - ah - dees). 

With tremendous efforts from everyone,
including the involvement of such people
as Rob Karlinsey (City Manager), Doug
Ritchie, Debra Srebnik, Duncan Cox,
Traci Cole, Sheri Baker, Fong Ng (and
many, many more), SFDBC was
accepted as an affiliate operating under
the tutelage of Kenmore Waterfront
Activity Center (KWAC).

What is Dragon Boat Racing?

Dragon boat racing is a traditional Chinese watersport originating in China over
2400 years ago and is held during the Tuen Ng Festival, around May or June on
the Western calendar. A dragon boat is long and narrow with a decorative Chinese
dragon head, tail and scales printed on the hull. During races, teams of paddlers
paddle furiously to the beat of a drum, providing spectators with a spectacularly
exciting and colorful sight. Dragon boating is the fastest growing team watersports
with over 35 million paddlers in over 72 countries worldwide.

Read History of Kenmore Dragon
Boats

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/summer-solstice-june-20/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/kenmore-dragon-boats/


Check Out Kenmore Dragon
Boats

A Historic Happening in the Month of June

On June 6, 1872 (nearly a century-and-a-
half ago!) a lady was CONVICTED, and FINED
for voting in a U.S. presidential election!

In 1872, women were not allowed to vote. After
voting rights had been granted to African American
males by the 15th Amendment, pioneering feminist
Susan B. Anthony attempted to extend the same
rights to women.

She led a group of women that voted illegally, to
test their status as citizens. She was arrested,
tried, and convicted. Upon receiving a sentence of
a $100 fine (roughly $2,150 USD today), she told
the judge, “I shall never pay a dollar of your unjust
penalty.”

Votes For Women!

In 1906 — just nine
years before New
York State granted
women the right to
vote, and 14 years

before the 19th

Amendment was
finally ratified,

Anthony died at age
86.

https://kenmorewac.org/dragonboat/


Happy Fathers Day - June 20

National Camera Day - June 29

"Writing With Light"

National Camera Day celebrates the fact that photography, once
so complicated it took a scientist to understand, is now part of
our everyday lives.

The word “photography” is based on two Greek words that,
when put together, mean “writing with light.” It’s a beautiful
way of describing what a camera lets us do — tell a story without
the use of words.

It all goes back more than 800 years to the invention of the
camera obscura. Meaning “dark chamber,” the camera obscura
was nothing more than a box with a hole on one side. Light
would pass through the hole and into the dark interior of the box,
where it would project an image onto the flat inner surface.
Unfortunately, when the light was gone, the image disappeared.

Camera Obscura -

Wikipedia

The Story of
Camera Obscura
and World of
Illusions (camera-
obscura.co.uk)

https://www.camera-obscura.co.uk/our-story


Then came black & white film, then color film, then digital
photography. Today, everyone with a smartphone has a
camera at their fingertips.

Whether you love shooting film and changing lenses, or prefer
the ease of digital, use June 29 to focus on how cameras have
made telling our stories easier than ever. And to celebrate, you
might visit Kenmore’s very own Kenmore Camera, opened by
Jim Donovan in 1974 in a strip mall at 78th and Bothell Way.
(Insert photo and caption)

Kenmore Camera - Then & Now

Kenmore Camera owner Jim Donovan (right) talks
with customers shortly after the store opened in 1974.

Jim Donovan at age 87 is still going strong, as he talks
with folks at his 2021 store. Jim is fortunate to have
family members active in the business and helping to
move it forward into the 21st century.

In 1977 Jim moved his new business to the former Kenmore fire station at 18031
67th Ave NE (now Cooley Smiles). Today, Kenmore Camera occupies the former
QFC grocery store building behind The Hangar. 

June is Pride Month



JUNE 2019 HISTORIC MOMENT: COUNCIL PROCLAIMS PRIDE WEEK!

On June 18, 2019 Kenmore marked a historic moment as the City Council
proclaimed June 24-30 as Pride Week for the first time. Pride Week is a
celebration of strides made by LGBTQ individuals all over the nation and a
recognition that LGBTQ rights are human rights, according to the city.

Read
More

Kenmore Schools ~ Then & Now
School and learning has certainly evolved!

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/june-2019-historic-moment-council-proclaims-pride-week/


1901 - 1914
School-age children of McMaster
Mill employees attended class in
one of the sawmill shacks like this
one, from 1901 until a schoolhouse
was built in 1914.
Kenmore Heritage Society photo

1914 - 1916
The Kenmore schoolhouse was
occupied for two years, 1914-1916,
until consolidating with Bothell, and
later served as a meeting place for
the newly organized Kenmore
Community Club. After club
members built their own quarters,
the schoolhouse stood vacant for
years, as evidenced by this 1930s
picture.
Photo courtesy of Washington State Archives,
Puget Sound Regional Branch

See How Kenmore Schools Have
Evolved

New & Events

Pride Flag Raising | 1 June

You can attend the Pride Flag raising this
year on June 1st at 9:00am in front of
Kenmore City Hall.

Juneteenth | 19 June

Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated
commemoration of the ending of slavery in
the United States. From its Galveston, Texas
origin in 1865, the observance of June 19th as
the African American Emancipation Day has

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/kenmore-schools-then-now-school-and-learning-has-certainly-evolved/


spread across the United States and beyond.

Learn About
Juneteenth

Meet Lena
Rodriguez|
4 Culture Intern

Website Get Involved News & Events Making History About Us

LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line
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