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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.
About Us
How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its
history through books, or stories shared
at family gatherings, but we bet they left
out some of the more interesting and
colorful history of Kenmore’s past.
Read
More

Good Times Along the Brick Road
Kenmore THEN and NOW

The City of Kenmore has long been a place
where people could gather for a good meal
and lively merriment.
Kenmore’s reputation for eating and
drinking goes back to the early 1900’s when
the local saloons attracted not only the
loggers who worked in the area but Seattle
sportsmen who came to Kenmore to fish
and hunt for ducks.

The completion of the brick road from Seattle to Bothell in 1914 followed by the 1934
reconstruction of Bothell Way made it easier for travel to Kenmore. This resulted in several
eateries opening up business along the road offering everything from hamburgers and chili
to grilled steaks and fried chicken.
Kenmore also acquired a more dubious reputation when contraband whisky came on the
scene during the 1920’s Prohibition. Roadhouses and dance halls commonly called “bottle
clubs” also sprang up along Bothell Way.
One building along Bothell Way that has stood the test of time is the Cozy Inn Tavern. The
building located at 6215 Bothell Way was built in 1931 by Henry Lemm and was Henry’s
Hamburgers and Tavern. It also had a summertime fruit stand called Henry the Watermelon
King where customers could purchase a slice of watermelon for 5 cents. According to a local
Kenmore resident, “folks would sit and the bank overlooking Lake Washington to see who
could spit the seeds the furthest.”
Current day Kenmore offers the community an array of food and beverage options much
like it did in its early days. Kenmore additionally features a bustling Brew Row located along
the Burke Gilman Trail on NE 175th.

Kenmore's Brew Row

Learn More about 192 Brewing
Co.

As backwards as it may sound, our business
plan has always been “To be a place for
community to get together.” If they gather
here, we will have business, and become
successful. Obviously, when other brewery
owners saw what was happening, it made
sense to them to start a brewery as well.
When I started 192 Brewery over 11 years
ago, usually the first question people would
ask me at festivals was “where is
Kenmore?” My favorite quote from last year
was “When we found out this place was
here, we decided this is where we wanted

One of the first to make their home on
Kenmore’s Brew Row is 192 Brewery
Company &The Lake Trail Taproom. Owner
Derek Wyckoff reflects on how he decided
to open his establishment in Kenmore.
“When I began to research the Kenmore
regional history during my brewery planning
stages, I found out so much more than I had
anticipated about where Kenmore began,
and the cultures that make up this
community we are happy to call home.
When I discovered the location of our
taproom was near the original site of the
early tribes “gathering place”, I knew we
were not the first to discover its perfect
location to everything.

to move to, and now we live in Kenmore.”
Both 192 Brewery Company and Cairn
Brewery are currently open with limited
capacity and outdoor seating due to COVID.
Learn More About Cairn Brewery

History Now
Never to forget where we came from and always praise the bridges
that carried us over.
Fannie Lou Hamer

Bridge #1: In July 1914, King County commissioners received a petition to establish road
#1071, now known as 68th Avenue NE. The first bridge over the Sammamish River
was an extension of 68th Avenue NE and opened on November 1, 1917. C. Geske
and Company built the wooden truss--twenty feet wide and fifty-four feet long--for $11,297.
Bill Wood, then a resident of the Moorlands neighborhood, recalls that the bridge had a
hump in the middle, a feature that turned out to be fortuitous. Wood and a friend were

riding their bikes along the road and were zipping down the long hill that descends
northward to the bridge when his friend’s bike chain broke. Suddenly, no brakes! The bike
rapidly gained speed until it ran up the hump of the bridge. Wood says the hump slowed
the bike enough so his friend could use his feet to stop the bike.

Bridge #2 & #3: The 1917 bridge was replaced in 1938. The 1938 span then became
the west bridge after a parallel east span opened in 1970 when 68th Avenue NE was
widened to four lanes. In 1917 a few bicycles and motorized vehicles passed over the
original bridge each day. In 1998 the bridge was being crossed daily by an estimated
57,000 vehicles.

Bridge #4 Now the West Sammamish Bridge is nearing the end of its engineered life. To
ensure the long-term safety of our community, the City of Kenmore is replacing this
structure. This project will replace the existing southbound bridge across the Sammamish
River and include the construction of new sidewalk and bike facilities on the west side of
the road between NE 170th St and NE 175th St. The West Sammamish River Bridge
Replacement Project will also include new signals at NE 170th St and NE 175th St, new
streetlighting, utility undergrounding and new landscaping.

If you have any pictures of the early bridges let us know - we love to add them to our
archive!

Construction started in March 2020 and will
be completed in late 2022.

Fun Facts for Fourteenth Fans

New & Events

National Freedom Day| 1 Feb
National Freedom Day, February 1, celebrates the signing
by Abraham Lincoln of a joint House and Senate resolution
that later became the 13th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution.
The 13th Amendment abolished slavery and involuntary
servitude, except as punishment for a crime. President
Lincoln signed the Amendment on February 1, 1865,
although it was not ratified by the states until later.
Learn More

Groundhog Day & Trivia | 1 Feb
Will our furry Phil see his shadow this year? Will we be in
for 6 more weeks of winter? We’ll find out on February 2nd .
There’s a lot more to know about Groundhog Day! Try your
hand at the following trivia quiz, then impress your friends
on your next ZOOM call.
Take the Quiz

Downloadable History Kits
Teachers and Homeschoolers - let us help you with
cool lessons about your hometown - Kenmore!
Lessons are appropriate for Elementary and Middle
School students.
Topics include:
Locating Kenmore
Kenmore Maps
Community and Towns Histories
Discovering History
Be a History Detective
Photo Study
Native Americans

Native American Stories
Map of Native American Villages and Trails
History Kits
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