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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

About Us

How much do you really know about

Kenmore? You may have learned its history

through books, or stories shared at family

gatherings, but we bet they left out some of the

more interesting and colorful history of

Kenmore’s past.

Check out our
website!

Welcome Fall!

Celebrate!

Labor Day is the most well known
holiday in September. It is observed
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The name September comes from the
Latin septem, meaning seven, since it was the
seventh month of the Roman calendar, which
began with March.

Born in September?

every year on the first Monday in
September.
Native American Day is always
celebrated on the 4th Friday of
September.
Grandparent's Day is observed in the
United States on the first Sunday after
Labor Day.
Constitution Day, celebrating the
ratification of the governing document of
the United States, is observed on the
17th.
The autumn equinox, which is the
traditional transition from summer into
fall, takes place on or around September
22nd, depending on the year.

September in History
September 5, 1774: The 1st Continental Congress was called to order. Including
delegates from all 13 American colonies, it served as the governing body during the
American Revolution, from 1774 to 1789. Two years later, on September 9, it changed the
name of the United Colonies to the United States.
September 22, 1862: President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation, which ended slavery in the territories held by the Confederacy, effective
January 1, 1863. In spite of the ruling, the Civil War would not end for another year and a
half after that.
September 1, 1939: In the early morning hours of this day, Hitler invaded Poland,
starting World War II in Europe. Der Führer called the move a "defensive" retaliation
against the persecution of Germans in Poland.
September 5th, 1961: President John F. Kennedy signed a hijacking bill, making air
piracy a federal crime. Punishment ranged from a $10,000 fine to 20 years in prison; if a
deadly weapon was used, the perpetrator(s) could receive life in prison or even death. 

9/11 ~ 20 Years Later

“When Americans lend a hand to one another, nothing is impossible. We’re not
about what happened on 9/11. We’re about what happened on 9/12.”

—Jeff Parness, founder of New York Says Thank You

https://www.thoughtco.com/ancient-calendar-117285
https://www.thoughtco.com/compromises-of-the-constitutional-convention-105428
https://www.thoughtco.com/emancipation-proclamation-1773315
https://www.thoughtco.com/world-war-ii-1779971
https://www.thoughtco.com/john-kennedy-35th-president-united-states-104759
https://newyorksaysthankyou.org/


The September 11 attacks, often referred to as 9/11, were a series of four coordinated terrorist
attacks by the Wahhabi Islamist terrorist group al-Qaeda against the United States on the
morning of Tuesday, September 11, 2001.

NORTHSHORE FIRE DEPARTMENT
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR A 9/11

REMEMBRANCE EVENT. 

September 11th at 8:45 a.m. – Flag Ceremony
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. – 9/11 Memorial Viewing

Fire Station 51 – Lobby at 7220 NE 181st St.
Kenmore, WA

~ MASKS ARE REQUIRED ON FIRE DEPARTMENT
PROPERTY ~

Our station has 1 of only 18 artifacts in the State of
Washington. A section of steel girder recovered
from the rubble of the WTC in New York City is
dedicated to the memory of all whose lives were taken
in the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.

We welcome your attendance in a silent viewing of our



memorial.

More Information

National Teddy Bear Day - September 9th

One of the Most Iconic Toys and
Collectables

For many, favorite childhood memories would be
incomplete if not accompanied by a special stuffed bear.
Since its creation, the teddy bear has become one of the
most iconic toys for children and a popular collector’s
item for adults. To honor this common nursery friend,
September 9th has been chosen as National Teddy
Bear Day. Though many have owned a teddy bear at
some point in their lifetime, some may not realize where
our amiable stuffed companions got their name. This cartoon by Clifford Berryman, published in a

1902 Washington Post, inspired the Teddy bear

History of the Teddy Bear
In 1902, President Theodore Roosevelt went bear hunting . During the expedition, other
hunters had injured and captured a small bear, tying it to a tree. Roosevelt refused to kill the
bear saying it would be “unsportsmanlike.” As the story spread around the country, Clifford
Berryman, a political cartoonist, read one of these articles and decided to satirize the
president’s refusal to shoot the bear . His cartoon appeared in the Washington Post on
November 16, 1902, and the caricature became an instant classic.

Find out more ... including the story of Billy
Possum!

A Bear of Your Own
Though presidents may serve only eight years, love for the teddy bear has not waned for more
than a hundred. Millions of these popular toys are sold each year. Don’t yet have a teddy bear of
your own? Kenmore’s locally-owned Snapdoodle Toys located in the historic
Schnitzelbank building on Bothell Way offers a wide variety of cuddly characters. You might
just make a new friend on your next visit--though not likely a Billy Possum.

Emma Nutt Day - September 1st

Pranks and Cursing

Boys had been very successful as telegraphy

https://www.facebook.com/northshorefiredepartment
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/national-teddy-bear-day-september-9th/


Emma Nutt became the world's first
female telephone operator on September 1,
1878, when she started working for the Edwin
Holmes Telephone Despatch Company
in Boston, MA. The Boston Telephone
Dispatch Company had begun by hiring boys
as telephone operators.

operators, but their attitude (lack of patience)
and behavior (pranks and cursing) were
unacceptable for live telephone contact, so the
company began hiring women operators
instead.

Nutt was hired by Alexander Graham Bell,
who is credited with inventing the first practical
telephone. Nutt left a job at a local telegraph
office, and started a career that lasted over
33 years. The customer response to her
soothing, cultured voice and patience was
overwhelmingly positive, so boys were soon
replaced by women.

She was paid a salary of $10 per month for a
54-hour week. Reportedly, she could
remember every number in the telephone
directory of the New England Telephone
Company. 

Kenmore gets party lines!

Closer to home, telephone service was spotty
in Kenmore through the early 1900s.The first
provider was the Telephone Service
Company, which serviced about 8500 phones
in the region encompassing Kenmore, Bothell,
Woodinville, Kirkland, Redmond, and
Edmonds. During these years, no switch or
operator existed in Kenmore itself. Most phone
customers were part of a “party line.”

A scene from "Bold Experiment–the Telephone Story"
depicts the first women operators, Emma and Stella
Nutt, working alongside boy operators at the Edwin

Holmes Telephone Dispatch Co. Boston, MA in 1878.

To call someone, early personal phone
numbers in the Kenmore area had only
three digits. Dial telephones are now
obsolete, but back in 1950s Kenmore they
were the latest thing. So new, in fact, that
users accustomed to simply asking the local
operator to make calls for them had to be
instructed how to dial. Instructions were laid
out in the Kenmore telephone directory,
and included cautions about not “jiggling
the hook,” and what a “dial tone” sounds
like.
 
West Coast Telephone serviced the Kenmore
and the northeast Lake Washington area until
the firm merged with General Telephone
Company in 1967, which in turn became part
of Verizon Northwest in 2000. Think how far
we’ve come from these early “land lines” to our
ubiquitous “talk as you go” mobile phones!



photo: Telcomhistory.org

Each party line served ten households, with
five on each side of the line. If you were one of
the five, you heard your own ring combination
(like, one short and one long), as well as the
rings of the other four. It was possible to
eavesdrop on conversations of the other
four parties simply by picking up the receiver,
no matter whose ring was heard. For some, it
was accepted practice or a form of
entertainment to listen in on long, dull days. Kenmore’s Arnston Grocery acquired the first

telephone in area, and the phone number was 101.
Each person who used it dropped a nickel in the

donation box.

photo: Kenmore Heritage Society Archives (courtesy
Amber Arnston Hartlove)

 
Sources: Emma Nutt on Wikipedia and “Kenmore
by the Lake” (Kenmore Heritage Society, 2003)

International Literacy Day - September 8th

"A Matter of Dignity and Human
Rights"

Each year on September 8th people
celebrate International Literacy Day to
raise awareness and concern for literacy
problems that exist within their own local
communities as well as around the globe.
International Literacy Day was founded by
proclamation of The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, or UNESCO, in 1966 “to remind
the public of the importance of literacy as a
matter of dignity and human rights.”
 
A Global Problem
 
Although much progress has been made in
improving literacy rates in the more than fifty
years since the first International Literacy Day,
illiteracy remains a global problem. There are
thought to be more than 750 million adults
around the world who cannot read. The
scourge of Illiteracy spares no nation or culture
on earth, including the United States, where an
estimated 32 million American adults are
illiterate.

Photo: Early Kenmore Library - "Kenmore by the
Lake"

History of International Literacy Day

International Literacy Day was first conceived
at the World Conference of Ministers of
Education on the Eradication of Illiteracy held
in Tehran, Iran in 1965. The following year
UNESCO took the lead and declared
September 8 as International Literacy Day,
with the primary purpose being “to remind the
international community of the importance of
literacy for individuals, communities and
societies, and the need for intensified efforts
towards more literate societies.” One year
later, the global community accepted the

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emma_Nutt
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/digital-collections/kenmore-history-books/


(For more information, see
https://nationaltoday.com/international-literacy-

day/)

challenge of ending illiteracy by participating in
the first International Literacy Day.

Literacy Activities
 
To further the cause of literacy in your own
community, consider the following:
•   Visit your local library. Though some
COVID restrictions are in place, all King
County Libraries are now open.
•   Start a community lending library . With
the motto "take a book, return a book” in mind,
Todd Bol of Hudson, Wisconsin started the
first “Free Little Library” in 2009. His goal was
to make book sharing easily accessible for
people in his community, with no late fees or
fines.
•   Donate to a classroom. Ask your child’s
teachers for a wish list of books they know
students will enjoy and donate them to the
class.
•   Gift a book and read it to the recipien t.

Mary's Place

Mary’s Place is a local shelter which has helped hundreds of women and families move out of
homelessness and into more stable situations. They accept donations of children’s and young
adult books with a publication date after 2015, especially those featuring characters and
themes that are historically underrepresented in children’s books and that reflect diverse ethnic
and socioeconomic settings. On September 8th this year, before you sit down to enjoy your
favorite book, consider giving the gift of reading to a child who has experienced trauma or loss.

Connect with Mary's Place in
Kenmore

Kenmore Trains - Then and Now

THEN ...

Mill Manager's House

AND NOW ...

https://nationaltoday.com/international-literacy-day/
https://cm.bothellkenmorechamber.org/list/member/mary-s-place-1456


Vicinity of Rail Station - across from the Mill
Manager's House

The rail station, decked out in the usual depot color scheme of that era—Indian red with bottle
green trim—stood across from the mill manager’s house, between the railroad tracks and the
siding that led to the mill (in the vicinity of the modern-day Kidd Valley restaurant on Bothell
Way).

For 80 years, from 1885 Until 1965, Trains Ran Through Kenmore

Train travel for business and pleasure in
the Seattle vicinity began in the 1880s.
In 1885, the Seattle, Lake Shore &
Eastern Railroad began laying track from
downtown Seattle. In 1885 the tracks
passed through Kenmore, reaching
Bothell that year on Thanksgiving Day.
The tracks traveled around the west side
of Lake Washington along the route of
today’s popular Burke-Gilman Trail,
continuing on to Woodinville and
Redmond. By 1888 the railway had
reached Issaquah and became a major
regional line serving Puget Sound
logging areas. Later it continued east to
Preston, Snoqualmie, and North Bend.

Since woodland trails connecting Seattle
and Kenmore were primitive, Seattle
dwellers would take Sunday afternoon
train rides to Kenmore to see “the
wilderness.”

Despite its relatively short length, this
railroad system benefited residents of
King County, and Kenmore in particular,
even though the community remained
a whistlestop rather than a scheduled
passenger stop. A rail siding led to
John McMaster’s mill on the Kenmore
waterfront. The rail station, decked out in
the usual depot color scheme of that era
—Indian red with bottle green trim—
stood across from the mill manager’s
house, between the railroad tracks and

In the early 1960s citizens sought to
have the Northern Pacific Railroad
abandon its route along the west side
of Lake Washington in order to permit
creation of a biking and walking trail on
the old roadbed.

The company was reluctant to sell its
right-of-way, feeling it might need the
route in the event of a railroad
emergency. Then a railway wreck
occurred on the eastern lakeshore,
thus legitimizing the company’s concern.
Immediately following the wreck, the
Northern Pacific routed a train through
Kenmore in order to bypass the
accident.

​At about 2 A.M. the long line of freight
cars came rumbling and clanking along
the almost-defunct right-of-way, pulled
by a huge diesel locomotive. Following
regulations, the crew blew the throaty
air horn at every crossing. The crew
enjoyed the spectacle of house lights
coming on all along the lakeshore route
as people rushed outside in nightgowns
and pajamas to see what was going on.

Not long after this incident, however, the
Northern Pacific gave over its claim to
the right-of-way. In 1971 the Northern
Pacific, Great Northern, and
Burlington railroads merged, creating



the siding that led to the mill (in the
vicinity of the modern-day Kidd Valley
restaurant on Bothell Way). Passenger
service to Kenmore ceased in 1941,
but trains continued to pass through
Kenmore.

the Burlington Northern Company.
Burlington Northern then abandoned
the line along the western lakeshore,
allowing the Burke-Gilman Trail to
become a reality, using the old railbed
from Lake Union to Kenmore.

World "Car Free" Day - September 22nd

Each year on September 22 motorists from
around the world are encouraged to give up their
cars for a day. Initiated to bring attention to the
pollution created by the near billion cars worldwide,
World Car Free Day is a time for people to see what
their communities could be like with fewer vehicles
traveling the roads.

Origins

Car Free Day originated in Bogota,
Columbia on September 22, 2000 as a day
when people left their cars parked from 5
am to 7:30 pm at night. Instead they
found other forms of transportation. It
was largely a symbolic act at first, but the
day was institutionalized through a public
referendum the following month. Since
then, it has spread to 46 countries and over
2100 cities in the world. 

HistoryLink Tour

In a world where car is king, how can you
enjoy a day sans sedan? Discover your
community and see things you hadn’t noticed
before by cycling, walking, or taking the bus.
Kenmore is a great place to do all of these. In
fact you can start your own journey of
discovery by following the HistoryLink tour
outlined on the Kenmore Heritage Society
website.

This tour will lead you on a step-by-step
journey to many of Kenmore’s most significant
sites from City Hall to Rhododendron Park.

(https://historylink.tours/tour/kenmore/).

For each stop, the webpage gives interesting
details, historical facts, and directions to the
next place on the map.

The Burke-Gillman Trail



Don’t own your own bicycle? Bothell Ski and
Bike, located on Bothell Way, rents bicycles
on a first-come, first-served basis and charges
daily rates.

photo: bikesale.com racing team along with the
Bothell Ski and Bike staff

If you would rather enjoy a more direct route
from point A to point B, the Burke-Gilman Trail
might be just the thing for you. Though hills
and valleys are the norm throughout Kenmore,
cyclists and pedestrians alike enjoy free sailing
on this mostly-flat, 27-mile (43 km)
recreational trail which occupies an
abandoned railway corridor. In Kenmore the
Burke-Gilman Trail runs roughly parallel to
Bothell Way and is a great way to travel
across town without needing a car.

National Food Bank Day - September 3rd

No One Should Go to Bed
Hungry

No one should go to bed hungry. This is the objective
behind National Food Bank Day, observed on the first
Friday in September.

Recognizing that bare cupboards and empty stomachs
look just like yours and mine behind closed doors, food
banks across the country help some of the 42 million
men, women and children who struggle with putting
food on the table. Many food banks also offer
educational opportunities that help people change their
situation and begin anew. Often, those who have
benefited from the programs return to volunteer and
contribute to the very food bank that helped them get
through a rough time.

Food Bank History

National Food Bank Day was founded by
Phoenix, Arizona’s St. Mary’s Food
Bank, the very first food bank in the world.
The day was instituted to recognize the
outstanding contributions of food banks
around the country and to commemorate
the 1967 establishment of St. Mary’s by its
founder John van Hengel.

Van Hengel was a grassroots activist and
entrepreneur who gave birth to the idea of
grocery rescue and food banking. Thanks
to his ingenuity and selfless service, the
idea of food banking has spread across the
United States and around the world.

Kenmore Food Pantry Now Open

In conjunction with the Northshore Senior Center, Kenmore’s
own food pantry is now open for business. Located at the

https://bikesale.com/
https://bikesale.com/


Kenmore Senior Center (6910 NE 170th St.) in
Rhododendron Park, it is open the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of each month from 12:30pm to 2:30pm. 

All Northshore Senior Center pantries are open to all in need,
regardless of age. The pantries rely mainly on donations of
shelf-stable food from local community members. Please
consider making a donation this September 3rd. 

Learn More about the Northshore Senior
Center

New & Events

National Guacamole Day -
Sept 16
 
Whether with chips or carrot sticks, on a
sandwich or on tacos, this heart-healthy
side takes the spotlight every September
16th on National Guacamole Day. To make
this tasty green dip, all you really need is
a ripe avocado and a pinch of salt.
Feeling a little daring? Concoct your own
secret recipe. Don’t feel like cooking?
Order chips and guacamole a la carte from
Kenmore’s own Acapulco Fresh Mexican
Grill located on Bothell Way. Any way you
slice it, when avocados are on the menu,
you can’t go wrong.

History of the
Avocado

Annual Kenmore Fun Photo Contest - September 12th - 20th

https://www.northshoreseniorcenter.org/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/national-guacamole-day-sept-16/


See Previous
Winners

Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore

Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Get Involved

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/events/fun-photo-contest/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/get-involved/


Join our Board

We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to not
only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but also
CELEBRATE what is CURRENT TODAY and
make it RELEVANT TO EVERYONE…

Join Us

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people, all
ages, across all boundaries – physical
or imagined.

Website Get Involved News & Events Making History About Us

LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line

 ​  ​  ​
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