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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.
About Us
How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its history
through books, or stories shared at family
gatherings, but we bet they left out some of the
more interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Check out our
website!

Welcome November!
NO-SHAVE NOVEMBER
In the United States and Canada, November is
also known as National Beard Month or No
Shave Month (also known as "No-Shave

November") as a way to raise cancer
awareness. Australians have a similar month
where they grow a mustache instead of a full
beard.

Although the month of November is the last full
month of autumn in the northern hemisphere,
many parts of the country are beginning to
experience colder temperatures and even
snow during this month. The days grow
shorter now, especially once most of the U.S.
"falls forward" by one hour, exiting Daylight
Saving Time on the second Sunday of
November. Here are some more fun facts
about the 11th month of the year.

THE MONTH/DAY OF THE DEAD
November was the ninth month of the ancient
Roman calendar and has retained its name
from the Latin novem, meaning "nine." In
Finland, they call November marraskuu, which
translates as "the month of the dead." It is one
of four months with a length of 30 days on the
Gregorian, or modern, calendar.
All Saints Day is a Christian festival held on
November 1 that celebrates the lives of all
saints, known and unknown. In Mexico and
throughout many Hispanic communities in the
U.S., November 1 is also known as the Day of
the Dead, a time for families to remember and
honor loved ones who have passed away. All
Soul's Day, in which Christians essentially do
the same, is celebrated the following day,
November 2.

GIVING THANKS
Join us this
Veteran's
Day,
November 11,
in honoring
those who
have served
in the United States Armed Forces.
Happy Thanksgiving from KHS! - As you
enjoy time with family and reflect on your many
blessings, here are a couple of our favorite
quotes on gratitude:
“Gratitude can transform common days into
Thanksgiving, turn routine jobs into joy, and
change ordinary opportunities into blessings.”
– William Arthur Ward
"As we express our gratitude, we must never
forget that the highest appreciation is not to
utter words but to live by them" – John F.
Kennedy

Day of the Dead

National Novel Writing Month

When I get time, I’m going to work on
my novel!
Have you heard that before? Have you said it
yourself? Many people have, and once a year
in November pros and amateurs alike take a
chip off their writer’s block and join in National
Novel Writing Month, also known as
NaNoWriMo, “a fun, seat-of-your-pants
approach to creative writing.”
National Novel Writing Month began in 1999
as a daunting but straightforward challenge: to
write 50,000 words of a novel in thirty days.
Now, each year on November 1, hundreds of
thousands of people around the world begin to
write, determined to end the month with
50,000 words of a brand new novel. They
enter the month as elementary school
teachers, mechanics, or stay-at-home parents.
They leave novelists.

To help writers keep up with a daily challenge of producing an average of 1667 words per day,
NaNoWriMo tracks words for writers like Fitbit tracks steps, and hosts real-world writing events in
cities across the globe. The NaNoWriMo organization officially became a nonprofit organization
in 2006, with programs to support writing fluency and education. Over the years, hundreds of
NaNoWriMo novels have been traditionally published. They include Sara Gruen’s Water for
Elephants, Erin Morgenstern’s The Night Circus, Hugh Howey’s Wool, Rainbow Rowell’s Fangirl,
Jason Hough’s The Darwin Elevator, and Marissa Meyer’s Cinder. The annual NaNoWriMo event
is also used a teaching tool and curriculum taught in nearly 6000 classrooms, and the
organization has other programs that run year-round. (source: https://nanowrimo.org)
Where in Kenmore could you find a quiet place to write (or

contemplate great ideas)? The Kenmore Library is walking
distance from City Hall, and has powered, connected workstations.
The Hangar is a friendly spot to spend time to focus your creative
thoughts, perhaps with a cup of coffee from Diva. Or head over to
Rhododendron Park and grab a seat at a picnic table on a nice
day.

Water Water Everywhere ...
When you turn on your faucet,
water flows. But it wasn’t always
that way in Kenmore.
How Kenmore’s water system developed
from private wells to what we enjoy today.
Excerpts from “Kenmore By the Lake, A
Community History”

Northshore Utility District moved into its present
building in 1998.

1922: Charlie Pearce, founder of the rhododendron nursery that is now Rhododendron Park,
installed a well to service his nursery. He then developed a small water system to provide water to
part of the lower Moorlands where some of his well-to-do Seattle friends had built summer
homes.

1940: Kenmore was still a sparsely populated farming area. Everyone obtained water from wells,
either individually, or through a small system such as the one established by Charlie Pearce. Lack
of water for fire protection was a problem. The Bothell Fire Department lacked adequate water to
fight the fire that destroyed the Kenmore Garage in February 1940.

1942: Another private water group, The Kenmore Water Company, installed at least two

hydrants on top of the hill between 61st and 68th Avenues, and a well at the VIP’s Restaurant site
(later Denny’s, now Ostrom’s) on Bothell Way where the fire tanker could be filled.

1946: Two groups began efforts to organize a water district, one to serve the Moorlands, Electra
and Juanita voting precincts, and another to serve a larger area including the Moorlands, Kenmore
and Linwood Heights areas. Moorlands voters approved the proposed water district by a vote of
90 to 5.

View Complete
Timeline

Home of Water District 79
on 68th AVE NE after

outgrowing its original small
office.

Early Kenmore developer
Watson Squire built this
wooden water tank on
Northlake Terrace in 1936
to serve central Kenmore.
The 20,000-gallon tank was
removed in 1949, but its
four concrete anchor blocks
remain embedded in the
hillside.
Water District 79 moved
into its first office, a tiny
building at 18120 68th
Avenue NE, in 1953.

Celebrating Our Veterans
Veterans Day Established

The eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of
1918 signaled the end of the major hostilities of World War I. It
was known as Armistice Day.

Honoring Our Veterans

In 1938, Armistice Day
became a national holiday,
and in 1954 President Dwight
D. Eisenhower officially
changed the name to
Veterans Day. It became a
time to pay tribute to all men
and women who have
honorably served in the
United States Armed Forces
during war or peacetime.
The following are stories and
impressions from some of our
own Kenmore residents
(names have been changed):
Kenmore Veterans
Remember

War is horrific and can leave tragic scars on its
participants--soldier and civilian alike. Many find it
difficult to speak of their experiences still. Such times
can also call out the best of men and women as they
are asked to muster courage, grace, and faith
beyond what they thought they had. Even in times of
peace, valiant women and men of the armed
services do just that--they serve, united in the cause
of home and country.

Veterans Day then becomes a day not to celebrate war, but a recognition of those who are

willing to give their own life in service to another. This may not be at the other end of a gun
barrel, but may instead be with a stethoscope in hand, law books at the ready, or warm blankets
to give to struggling refugees. For these services and a myriad others, the best way to honor
someone who has served in the armed forces this Veterans Day might be with a quiet thank you
or two minutes silence.

National Child Safety and Prevention Month
Tips
November
is National
Child
Safety and
Protection
Month.
Now is an
excellent time to review some smart tips to
help make sure your home and your vehicles
remain safe places for your loved ones.
Keep cleaning materials and medication
safely out of range
Accidental poisoning through the ingestion of
medicines or chemicals is a common
household hazard. Young children, in
particular, have a hard time resisting the lure
of spray bottles, and often mistake medication
for candy.

Vintage car seat found on ebay

To help ensure this doesn't occur, place
plastic locks on all storage cabinets containing
cleaning materials and other common
household maintenance items. Ensure all
medication is kept in childproof bottles stored
out of the reach of children.

More Safety
Tips

FUN PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
7th Annual Northshore Fun Photo
Contest
The Kenmore Heritage Society just concluded our 7 th
Annual Northshore Fun Photo Contest at the end of
September. This yearly Community event is free and
open to all ages.
This contest started out as the Kenmore Fun Photo
contest and was “A Day in the Life of Kenmore” with the
event lasting one day and photos had to be taken in
Kenmore. The contest has expanded over the years with
an extended time frame for photo taking and now
includes Kenmore, Bothell, and Woodinville. This year the

Best of Show Adult - Brooke Idol

contest ran from September 12th through September
20 th.
Photos are judged based on the most creative
interpretation of each category. This year’s categories
were:
The Sky is the Limit
Tradition
History Lesson
Priceless
Culture

"Happy Hour" First Place - Ryan
Gabbard

We also had two additional categories that were
sponsored by local businesses. Cairn Brewery sponsored
the Happy Hour category and Whats Sup Stand Up
Paddle & Surf sponsored the Whats Sup on the
Sammamish River category.
The winners were announced at our virtual awards
ceremony October 17 th. For the Adult Division, nonsponsored categories, 1st place winners each received
$50.00 and 2nd place winners received $25.00. Cairn
Brewery and Whats Sup Stand Up Paddle & Surf
provided the prizes for their sponsored categories.
The winners in the Youth Division each received a $30.00
Kidd Valley gift card.

"Whats Sup" First Place - Annissa
Walsh

A special thanks to our sponsors Kenmore Camera, Cairn
Brewery, Whats Sup Stand Up Paddle & Surf and Marella
Alejandrino-Windermere Real Estate.

Best of Show - Youth - Dante
Quedado

7th Year of Sponsorship - Thank you Jim Donovan and
Kenmore Camera
I

Link to All Winning
Photos

Native American Indian Heritage Month

Honoring America's
First People
On August 3, 1990, President of the United States
George H. W. Bush declared the month of
November as National American Indian Heritage
Month, thereafter commonly referred to as Native
American Heritage Month. The bill read in part
that "the President has authorized and requested
to call upon Federal, State and local

Governments, groups and organizations and the
people of the United States to observe such
month with appropriate programs, ceremonies and
activities".
This landmark bill honoring America's tribal people
represented a major step in the establishment of
this celebration which began

in 1976 when a Cherokee/Osage Indian named
Jerry C. Elliott-High Eagle authored Native
American Awareness Week legislation the first
historical week of recognition in the nation for
native peoples. This led to 1986 with then
President President Reagan proclaiming
November 23-30, 1986, as "American Indian
Week".

Excerpt from the authentic text of
Chief Seattle's Treaty Oration 1854
[Originally published in the Seattle Sunday
Star, Oct. 29 1887]
The text was produced by one "Dr." Smith, an
early settler in Washington State, who took
notes as Seattle spoke in the Suquamish
dialect of central Puget sound Salish
(Lushootseed), and created this text in English
from those notes.

"Every part of this soil is sacred in the estimation of my people. Every hillside, every valley,
every plain and grove, has been hallowed by some sad or happy event of days long
vanished. Even the rocks, which seem to be dumb and dead as they swelter in the sun along the
silent shore, thrill with memories of stirring events connected with the lives of my people, and the
very dust upon which you now stand responds more lovingly to their footsteps than yours,
because it is rich with the blood of our ancestors, and our bare feet are conscious of the
sympathetic touch. Our departed men, fond mothers, glad, happy hearted maidens, and even the
little children who lived here and rejoiced here for a brief season, will love these somber
solitudes and at eventide they greet shadowy returning spirits. And when the last Red Man shall
have perished, and the memory of my tribe shall have become a myth among the White Men,
these shores will swarm with the invisible dead of my people, and when your children's children
think themselves alone in the field, the store, the shop, upon the highway, or in the silence of the
pathless woods, they will not be alone. In all the earth there is no place dedicated to solitude. At
night when the streets of your cities and villages are silent and you think them deserted, they will
throng with the returning hosts that once filled them and still love this beautiful land."
~ Chief Seathl (Seattle)

New & Events
$$ TAKE PCTURES ~
MAKE MONEY $$
KHS is inviting community members to help us

document ever-changing Kenmore. Using our
website categories "Kenmore History" and
"History Now" as a guide, photographers of
any age and ability can take photos,
interview citizens for relevant information
about the photo subject, and submit the photos
through the KHS website.
KHS will review the photo and associated
documentation for photo quality and
documentation completeness. Approved
photos will result in a $25 payment to the
photographer. General photo categories
include:
People
Date of Photo
Name of Person (Examples: City
Official, Business Owner, First
Responder, Volunteer, Artist)
Significance to Kenmore, for instance
the person’s job or role in Community
Something unique or interesting about
the person or role
Places
Date of Photo
Name of Place (Examples: Theorem
Cannabis, Kenmore Skate Park,
Kenmore Boathouse)
Significance to Kenmore, for instance
description of what happens at the
place, what’s sold their, or service
provided
Something unique or interesting about
the place

Kenmore Camera Owner Jim Donovan (on the right)
1974

Things
Date of Photo
Name of Thing (Examples: “Cat Whisker
Road” street sign, Kenmore Mural, Big
Blue Chair at Hanger)
Significance to Kenmore
Something unique or interesting about
the thing
Then & Now
Date of Photo
Picture of “Then” image from KHS
website, Picture of “Now” image
(Example below of Kenmore Camera
owner/store)
Significance to Kenmore
Something unique or interesting about
the thing

Kenmore Camera owner Jim Donovan (on the right)
2021

We are currently working on a webpage for uploading and documenting photos. It will be
available mid-November.

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore
Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join our Board
We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to not
only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but also
CELEBRATE what is CURRENT TODAY and
make it RELEVANT TO EVERYONE…

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.
INSPIRING

We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.
INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people, all
ages, across all boundaries – physical
or imagined.

Join Us

Website

Get Involved

News & Events

LOCATION
PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line







Making History

About Us

