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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.
About Us
How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its history
through books, or stories shared at family
gatherings, but we bet they left out some of the
more interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Check out our
website!

Welcome October
Find out when the Moon will be visible in your
area: Moon Rise and Set Calculator.
October Meteor Showers

Also keep an eye out for the Draconid meteor
shower in the late evening of October 9, and
the Orionid meteor shower in the predawn
hours of October 21–22. See The Farmer's
Almanac Meteor Shower Calendar for
more information.

October was originally the eighth month of
the Roman calendar. It comes from the Latin
word "octo" meaning eight. Later, it became
the 10th month when January and February
were added to the Calendar.

OCTOBER ASTRONOMY &
THE MOON
October is a great time for stargazing. Check
out the Farmers Almanac October Night Sky
Map to discover which constellations you can
spot this month.

An artist’s depiction of the Leonid meteor shower in
1833 which produced one of the most spectacular
displays in history.
Edmund Weiss

The Full Hunter’s Moon
October’s full Moon, known as the Hunter’s
Moon, arrives on Wednesday, October 20.
Like September’s Harvest Moon, the Hunter’s
Moon is closely tied to the autumnal equinox.
Learn more about October’s full Moon!

The Leaves They are a-Changing

Why do leaves change colors?
Did you know that fall’s vivid colors are
actually hidden underneath summer’s green?
The main reason for the color change is not
autumn’s chilly weather, but light—or rather,
the lack of it. The green color of leaves
disappears when photosynthesis (from
sunlight) slows down and the chlorophyll
breaks down. Trees with a lot of direct sunlight
will produce red leaves, while other trees may
turn yellow, orange, or brown.

With the autumnal equinox in late September,
foliage season has officially begun across
much of the United States.

Check out The Farmer's Almanac foliage
map to see when different parts of the country
reach their peak!

October in History

October 12, 1492 - After a
33-day voyage, Christopher
Columbus made his first
landfall in the New World in
the Bahamas. Columbus was
seeking a western sea route
from Europe to Asia and
believed he had found an
island of the Indies. He thus
called the first island
natives he met, 'Indians.'

October 6, 1927 - The first
"talkie" opened in New
York. The Jazz
Singer starring Al Jolson was
the first full-length feature film
using spoken dialogue.

October 28, 1886 - The
Statue of Liberty was
dedicated on Bedloe's Island
in New York Harbor. The
statue was a gift from the
people of France
commemorating the FrenchAmerican alliance during
the American Revolutionary
War.

October 1, 1908 - Henry
Ford's Model T, a "universal
car" designed for the masses,
went on sale for the first time.
(colloquially known as the
"tin Lizzie," "leaping Lena,"
"jitney" or "flivver") With
15 million sold, it was the
most sold car in history
before being surpassed by
the Volkswagen Beetle in
1972,

October 30, 1938 - The War
of the Worlds radio
broadcast panicked millions
of Americans. Actor Orson
Welles and the Mercury
Players dramatized the story
by H.G. Wells depicting a
Martian invasion of New
Jersey. Their script utilized
simulated radio news
bulletins which many
listeners thought were real.

October 31, 1941 - Mount
Rushmore National
Memorial was completed
after 14 years of work. The
memorial contains 60-foot-tall
sculptures of the heads of
Presidents George
Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Abraham
Lincoln and Theodore
Roosevelt - representing
America's founding, political
philosophy, preservation, and
expansion and conservation.

From Bookmobiles To Our Beautiful New Library
Ninety Years of Library Services in Kenmore
Bookmobiles delivered books twice
each month to Kenmore residents
in the 1930s –1950s.

Kenmore’s first library was a
remodeled barn near Kenmore
Elementary School. It opened in
1958.

Kenmore’s first library opened in 1958.
But long before that, a King County
bookmobile brought books to eager
Kenmore readers. One of its regular
semimonthly stops during the late 1930s
and the 1940s was Farmer’s Market in
the Linwood Heights neighborhood.
A July 1949 newspaper article noted the
bookmobile’s summer schedule would
include two twenty-minute stops in the
Kenmore area every two weeks: one at
Horrigan’s Market in central Kenmore
and the other at Arnston’s Grocery in the
Moorlands neighborhood.
Kenmore residents were eager to have
more library services than those afforded
by bookmobile visits. They learned the
Rural Library System would furnish
books and a librarian for a library, but the
community had to furnish the building
and pay for maintenance and other
costs.

Kenmore Library 1976

In the fall of 1957, the Kenmore
Elementary School PTA spearheaded a
plan to acquire property adjacent to the
school, consisting of two acres with a
barn and a small house, for $15,000.
The King County Library System
approved the site and endorsed a
proposed remodel of the barn into a
library. The house became a rental to
provide extra income. The library
opened July 21, 1958, with 5,600 books
on its shelves.

Kenmore Library 2011

In 1976 the Kenmore Library moved
into new quarters at 18138 73rd AV NE.
It was of modular construction and was
delivered to the new foundation in three
sections.

Today we enjoy a beautiful new
library in downtown Kenmore. After
Kenmore incorporated, a new 10,000
square foot library became a reality at
6531 NE 181st ST. It opened July 9,
2011

Chatting up Ben Resler
Kenmore Library Operations Manager

Ben has worked as the Operations Manager for over 4 years,
but has been a part of the Kenmore Library staff since the new
building opened in 2011.

King County Library
System

What was the biggest impact of COVID on the Library, and what was done to help
mitigate? How did Library patrons respond? What did you miss the most during
that period? Not being able to have patrons inside our buildings was an enormous
impact and we really missed sharing our beautiful space with the public and getting to
interact with all our patrons. Despite the fact that the building itself was closed to public
use, we were very busy providing online programming and other resources, along with our
popular contactless Curbside to Go services. The patrons we heard from expressed a lot
of gratitude for all we were doing and told us how much they looked forward to being able
to walk through the doors again.
Were there certain types of books that were checked out more than others?
Possibly books about activities to do at home such as remodeling projects,
gardening, arts/crafts? E-books were the big winners in the pandemic and the increase
in usage of online materials was significant. I don't have statistics on the subject matters
of materials that were checked out, but anecdotally I encountered a lot of patrons who
were looking for things to help escape the stress of pandemic life. So lots of fun stuff whether that was thrillers or romance or cooking.
Now that you have reopened, are things getting back to normal? Yes, other than the
requirement to wear masks, things inside the library are pretty much like before. Our hours
are a bit different now, but we expect to expand those in 2022.
What are three things you'd like to share with our readers about the Kenmore
Library, library programs, etc? Our programs are all online right now, but there are so
many to choose from that I would encourage people to explore www.kcls.org to find out
what is going on. There is certainly something for everyone. And we are really enjoying
being back in the building and getting to see people here using the space again, so come
on down and make the most of this beautiful space!
Kenmore residents used to rely on a Bookmobile, have you ever worked out of a
bookmobile? If so, what did you most enjoy about that experience? I have not
worked on a bookmobile, but have worked closely with many staff who provide our mobile
services, called Library2Go. They always talk about how rewarding it is to take our
services to the patrons and interact with them in their own environments.
What kinds of books do you enjoy? Do you have a favorite book of all time? If so,
what is the title? I'm an avid, but idiosyncratic reader, so it's hard for me to sum up just
what it is I like. Most recently, I've been trying to educate myself more about racism and
the lives of people of color in America - so authors like Robin DiAngelo and Ijeoma
Oluo. My favorite novel of all-time is The Sparrow by Mary Doria Russell.

World Smile Day - 1st Friday in October
World Smile Day was conceived in
1999 as a day to embrace goodness
and spread kindness.
Ever since then, the first Friday of October has
been designated as a day to celebrate the

power of a smile. The official website for World
Smiles Day reminds us that “the smiley face
knows no politics, no geography and no
religion.” Indeed, this small act can bring
happiness to others no matter who you are or
where you live.

The Power of a Smile
Research does show that just the act of smiling can make people feel happy. One study even
suggests that people who smile gain more opportunity in life and seem to be kinder. The benefits
to exercising your zygomatic muscles are many. Smiling can:
Improve mood
Lower blood pressure
Relieve stress
Improve relationships
Boost the immune system
Relieve pain
Increase life expectancy
All it takes is smiling. And the more often, the better!

World Smile Day History

It all started in 1963, when Harvey Ball, a
commercial artist from Worcester,
Massachusetts, created one of the most
well-known symbols ever to exist--the
yellow smiley face.

Originally for a State Mutual Life Insurance
company campaign, Ball aimed to spread
goodwill and cheer throughout the world
with his smiley face. Through the years,
Ball became concerned his image was
becoming too commercialized and that the
original intent of the smiley face was
getting lost. However, Ball never
copyrighted the design. In 1999 in order to
resuscitate the original meaning of his
smiley face, Ball declared the first Friday of
every October to be World Smile Day. He
died in 2001, and shortly afterward, the
Harvey Ball World Smile Foundation was
founded. Since then, the foundation has
served as the official sponsor of the happy
observance.

How to Observe #WorldSmileDay
On World Smile Day, people worldwide are encouraged to
perform acts of kindness and make another person smile.
Consider sending a thank you note, a treat, or a bouquet of
flowers. Hug a loved one. The list can be as large as your
imagination. Remember that in Kenmore, “Courtesy is
Contagious!” A smile is one of the easiest ways I know to pay

it forward.

Haunted & Creepy
Stimson Manor
Chateau Ste. Michelle Winery Manor House was built on
land once owned by lumber and dairy baron Fredrick
Stimson, and the early 1900s Stimson mansion still
remains on the land. A folk legend tells of Mr. Stimson’s
affair with a servant named Elizabeth, who became
pregnant. When Mrs. Stimson found out, Elizabeth
mysteriously “fell” down the stairs, and to this day folks
say Elizabeth haunts the place. Witnesses describe cold
spots, eerie shadows and unexplained noises along with
electrical anomalies and flushing toilets.
Built on the 1912 estate owned by Seattle lumber baron Frederick Stimson, the
winery’s roots date back to the Repeal of Prohibition.

Saint Edward Seminary
For quite some time, the 90,000-square-foot building was empty, occasionally being used as a
set for a horror movie or thriller. But it continued to decay until the Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission entered into an agreement with Daniels Realty Development to
completely restore the building.

The Lodge at St. Edward State Park is a
beautifully restored landmark building
peacefully tucked away in a lush 326-acre
forest, all set just a short walk from the shores
of spectacular Lake Washington.

Tour of St. Edward Seminary - before The
Lodge

Bothell Hell House
In a quaint suburb just north of Seattle lies the
Bothell Hell House. The ghosts in the house
are known to terrorize the residents using any
method they can, from cryptic symbols written
on the walls to holy books being set ablaze in
the middle of the night. The haunts usually
start small, with strange noises and small
objects disappearing here and there. But they
quickly escalate to life-threatening
occurrences when objects are thrown across
the room and smashed against the walls.
These ghosts aren’t scared of anything;
whether it be exorcisms are large parties,
they’ll make their presence known. The only
way to escape is to leave the house, and even
then, your safety is not guaranteed.
Posted by blogger in Seattle Terrors

Link to Bothell/Kenmore
Reporter Article

International Coffee Day - October 1st
Goats Acting Very Excited

Most of us start each day with a steaming cup
of coffee but on Friday, October 1st go ahead
and pour yourself a second (or third) cup to
help celebrate International Coffee Day.
The first official International Coffee Day was
launched in Milan on October 1, 2015, by the
International Coffee Organization which is

According to the legend, a goat herder
noticed his goats acting very excited after
eating some red berries. He decided to try
them himself and liked the effect it had on him.
He shared this revelation with nearby Monks
who tossed the berries into the fire fearing the
berries were the devil’s work. Once the aroma
of the roasting beans filled the air, the monks
quickly removed them from the fire, crushed
and brewed the beans and drank it late into the
night. Ethiopia is still among the top
producers and exporters of Arabica coffee.

comprised of 56 member governments who
make up 98% of the world’s coffee production.
The day is used to help promote the
importance of fair-trade coffee and raise
awareness for the plight of the coffee farmers.
It is also a day to help educate people about
the history and health benefits of coffee.
Coffee was first discovered in the Kaffa region
of Ethiopia over one thousand years ago.

The focus for this year’s International Coffee Day is “Coffee’s Next Generation” which is a
global initiative to target talented young people and entrepreneurs into the coffee
industry.
The Covid-19 pandemic negatively impacted both supply and demand equally for the first time
and coffee farmers were already struggling due to low coffee prices and environmental and
global challenges and threats. Also, a number of young people in coffee-farming households are
choosing to move away from the “family business” for a more lucrative profession.

Fresh-Roasted and Straight to your
Door - Check it out!
Founded in Seaplane Country, Kenmore
Coffee Company brings fresh-roasted coffee
straight to your door. Roasted on-demand in
small batches, it's at peak freshness when you
crack each bag open and enjoy the warm and
smooth flavors inside.

Visit Kenmore Coffee
Website

School Days - Then and Now
First School
Kenmore’s first schoolhouse was built in 1914
on NE 181st Street, with just 8 students
across several grades. The building measured
31 by 34 feet, and cost $1200 to construct,
including a large bell in the steeple. The
school’s first teacher was paid $65 a month.
Mrs. Belle Nottingham and her eight pupils
occupied the newly built Kenmore School in
1914.

Photo courtesy of Doris Clements

Frequent Flooding ....
The original schoolhouse was closed in
1916 when the Kenmore School District
was absorbed by the Bothell School
District. After that, Kenmore-based
students were transported to Bothell
schools.

Kenmore’s first schoolhouse was
abandoned in 1916 after only two years. It
suffered frequent flooding in the basement.

A local milkman installed three benches
and drove Kenmore children to Bothell
in his delivery truck. In 1920, a dedicated
school bus was purchased by the school
district.

Population Growth
The population of the Kenmore area steadily
increased after World War II, requiring more
schools to accommodate local children. The
first public school was Kenmore
Elementary, which opened in 1955. The
remaining four schools in the Kenmore city
limits were all established by 1965: Arrowhead
Elementary, Moorlands Elementary, Kenmore
Junior High (now Middle School), and
Inglemoor High School. Kenmore
neighborhoods also feed into Bothell’s
Lockwood Elementary and Northshore Middle
School.

A sailboat mural adorned Kenmore
Elementary entrance upon its
opening in 1955.
Photo courtesy of Bothell Citizen

Inglemoor Planetarium
Inglemoor High School is one of only two
public schools in Washington State that
has its own planetarium, according to the
World Planetariums Database. The 50-seat
facility was built in the 1960s to spark
student interest in astronomy and space
exploration during the Space Race.
Photo by Waifer X (Wikimedia Commons)

Arrowhead Elementary
Arrowhead Elementary was named after
southwest Kenmore’s Arrowhead
neighborhood surrounding Arrowhead
Point. The neighborhood is thought to
have been named by settlers in the early

1900s who found arrowheads in the
ground while tending their gardens in the
area.
Arrowhead Elementary is the Home of
the Hawks—an appropriate mascot for a
school that borders a large state park!
Photo by Hannah Dougherty (for KHS)

Seminary
Kenmore’s St. Edward State Park was
once home to two schools: the St. Edward
Minor Seminary and St. Thomas Major
Seminary, which educated aspiring
Catholic priests from 1931 to 1978. High
school students at the minor seminary
used to hide a (prohibited) VW Beetle in
the woods, which they would lift and carry
to the road for excursions into town. Each
year, the graduating class would pass
down the car to the rising senior class.
The former St. Edward Minor Seminary
building has recently opened as The Lodge
at St. Edward, housing a hotel and multiple
restaurants.
Photo by Hannah Dougherty (for KHS)

Bastyr University
The former St. Thomas Major Seminary
became Bastyr University’s main campus in
1996. World-renowned for its programs in
natural medicine, Bastyr’s beautiful campus
hosts an herb garden and a pond that is home
to native red-eared slider turtles. The turtles
even had their own Twitter account for a while:
@BastyrTurtles.
Turtles bask in the sun in Bastyr's central
courtyard. Photo by Hannah Dougherty (for KHS)

St. Edward Playground
Children from eleven local schools
and scout troops contributed to the
design of the playground at St.
Edward State Park, built in 2003 by
over 2000 volunteers. Much of the art
that adorns the structure was created
by Kenmore-area students.
These salmon at the St. Edward playground
were painted by Marte Peet’s 4th/5th grade
class at Lockwood Elementary in 2003.

The playground was designed to be
accessible to children of all levels of
physical ability.

Photo by Hannah Dougherty (for KHS)

Happy Halloween
Ancient Origins

Did you know? One quarter of
all the candy sold annually in
the U.S. is purchased for
Halloween.

Did you know? More people,
especially millennials, are
buying costumes for their pets.
Twenty percent did so in 2018,
up from 16 percent in 2017. "

Halloween is a holiday celebrated each year on
October 31. The tradition originated with the ancient
Celtic festival of Samhain, when people would light
bonfires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts. In
the eighth century, Pope Gregory III designated
November 1 as a time to honor all saints. Soon, All
Saints Day incorporated some of the traditions of
Samhain. The evening before was known as All
Hallows Eve, and later Halloween. Over time,
Halloween evolved into a day of activities like trickor-treating, carving jack-o-lanterns, festive
gatherings, donning costumes and eating treats.

Halloween Comes to America
The celebration of Halloween was extremely limited
in colonial New England because of the rigid
Protestant belief systems there. Halloween was
much more common in Maryland and the southern
colonies. As the beliefs and customs of different
European ethnic groups and the American Indians
meshed, a distinctly American version of Halloween
began to emerge. The first celebrations included
“play parties,” which were public events held to
celebrate the harvest. Neighbors would share
stories of the dead, tell each other’s fortunes, dance
and sing.
Colonial Halloween festivities also featured the
telling of ghost stories and mischief-making of all
kinds. By the middle of the 19th century, annual
autumn festivities were common, but Halloween was
not yet celebrated everywhere in the country.
In the second half of the 19th century, America

was flooded with new immigrants. These new
immigrants, especially the millions of Irish fleeing
the Irish Potato Famine, helped to popularize the
celebration of Halloween nationally.

History of Trick-or-Treating

Did you know the most popular
Halloween candy tends to vary
state-by-state, overall, the top
three Halloween candies in
2019 were Skittles, Reese’s
Cups, and M&Ms!

Borrowing from European traditions, Americans
began to dress up in costumes and go house to
house asking for food or money, a practice that
eventually became today’s “trick-or-treat” tradition.
Young women believed that on Halloween they
could divine the name or appearance of their future
husband by doing tricks with yarn, apple parings or
mirrors.

New & Events
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
According to the National Breast Cancer Foundation (NBCF), one
out of every eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer at
some point in her life. In fact, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
reports that 245,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer every
year, and that more than 40,000 per year die.
What are the symptoms of breast cancer?
The most common symptoms of breast cancer include:
Changes in the size or shape of the breast
Pain in any area of the breast
An unusual discharge from the nipple, sometimes bloody
Any new lump in the breast or underarm area
If you notice any of these symptoms, contact your doctor
immediately. The sooner you’re diagnosed and treated for breast
cancer, the better your chances of survival.

Fire Prevention Week
October 3-9
Fire Prevention Week is the
perfect time to talk about fire
safety with our families, and
also to ensure our home and
children are prepared in the
case of an emergency.

Mental Illness Awareness Week
October 3-9
One in 5 U.S. adults experience mental illness
each year and 1 in 6 U.S. youth aged 6-17
experience a mental health disorder each
year, according to the National Association of
Mental Illness (NAMI). That number has only
grown during the stresses associated with the
pandemic. How can you help? By working to
end the stigma around those affected by
mental illness

Indigenous
Peoples' Day
– October 11
Indigenous Peoples’
Day celebrates,
recognizes, and honors
the beautiful traditions
and cultures of the
Indigenous People, not
just in America, but
around the world. Their
way of life and culture

Native Americans pray at the beginning of a rally in Westlake Park

carries wisdom and
valuable insights into
how we can live life
more sustainably.

in Seattle in honor of Indigenous Peoples Day on Monday. After the
rally, the group marched through downtown Seattle from Westlake
Park to Seattle City Hall along 5th Avenue. (Ellen M. Banner / The
Seattle Times).

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore
Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,

Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join our Board
We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to not
only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but also
CELEBRATE what is CURRENT TODAY and
make it RELEVANT TO EVERYONE…

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.
INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.
INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people, all
ages, across all boundaries – physical
or imagined.

Join Us

Website

Get Involved

News & Events

Making History

About Us

LOCATION
PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line







