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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.
About Us
How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its history
through books, or stories shared at family
gatherings, but we bet they left out some of the
more interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Check out our
website!

Welcome 2022!!
A Year of Extremes
According to the Chinese Horoscope

2022 is upon us, and, of course, we want to know what will happen with the world and
our future in the year ahead. According to Chinese astrology, 2022 is the year of the Tiger,
which is the third animal of the Chinese Zodiac.
In Chinese astrology, each year corresponds to one of 12 animals: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit,
Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig. While the Chinese New Year
starts on February 1, you can still know what it will bring you.
Next year is going to be the year “of extremes”, according to TheChineseZodiac.org. That means
that all of us are going to experience significant changes in our lives: it is a great year to “go big
or go home”.
It seems like 2022 will be marked by crazy times, and there’s no middle ground. Also, next year
will be influenced by the element water. Water is the most powerful elements, and it has
a connection with the emotions. So, be prepared to have an emotional rollercoaster!
Water is connected to wealth as well, so it could be an abundant and prosperous year. In
TheChineseZodiac.org, they believe that next year could help people take risks and don’t fail,
having benefits romantically and financially.

More About the Year of the
Tiger

A Cure for Resolution Anxiety?

Do you feel stress when January 1 rolls around, and people ask you what your New Year’s
Resolution is? Have you made resolutions in the past that have gone by the wayside sometime
in February? If so, you are in very good company. If you’d like a different way to greet the new
year that is forward-looking but not overwhelming, here are three alternative approaches to get
you started.

#1 One Thing at a Time
“Success is built sequentially. It’s one thing at a time.” -- entrepreneur Gary W. Keller
Throughout the new year make a practice to capture just one thing at a time that was important
to you, impactful, or whimsical. As a short reflection of something you’ve already done, you don’t
need to make a long list first! It can be big or little. You choose the frequency. If you’re a
journaler by nature, every day might work; or you might go for weekly, biweekly, or monthly.
There’s no pressure, because you’re not going to miss a deadline; it’s just whenever you feel like
you have something to say. Write it down and date it—you could even post it on the refrigerator
—with as much, or little, detail as you like. You’ll be building a record of things that are satisfying
or meaningful. Here a quick one: “Bought a planner!”
Do these give you some other ideas?
Made a reading list of books I want to read.
Made bread pudding for the first time.
Called my mother twice in one week.
Planted a tree in my back yard.
Volunteered for 2 hours at the food bank.
Walked the dog, even though it was raining.
Helped my niece choose a dress for a big party.
Walked 10,000 steps in one day.
Said hello to a new neighbor.
Sang out loud at church.
Once you get going, you might find yourself wanting to continue the ones that made you happy,
helped others, or kickstarted something you’ve always wanted to do.

#2 Just One Word
“Go where it takes you. Be who it makes you.” -- from OneWord365.com

Pick just one word as a kind of guiding principle throughout 2022. You could base it on what
worries you the most, or what you desire the most. You could select a theme that will flavor

everything you do. Some choose “Mindfulness,” “Kindness,” or “Connected,” to anchor the
start of each day, activity, or personal interaction with purpose.
Some opt for a word that helps make intentional decisions in all different areas of daily life. For
example, if you are time-challenged, there may be a word that could help avoid overcommitment, leave time left over for yourself, or reduce making decisions under duress. How
about “Expediency”? If this is you, and you write your word in fancy script and stick it on your
computer, bulletin board, or bathroom mirror, it might encourage you to consider:
Is what I’m planning to do expedient?
Is it worth this much of my time right now?
Is it the most important thing to concentrate on today?
How much time can I commit in order to finish when I want to (or have to)?
Can I time block just the next 5 things I need to do?
Can I say ‘No’ to a low priority?
But rest assured, you don’t have to run a checklist against your word for everything you do
(unless it helps). Your word can fit your lifestyle. Let your one word float around with you as you
go about your business. Even if you don’t have an important decision to make every day, you can
“visit” your word and let “osmosis” keep you refreshed and centered. If you’d like to see what
others are embracing as their one word, and inspiring each other in the process, visit
https://oneword365.com

#3 Worth the Wait
"We usually get what we anticipate." -- journalist Claude Bristol

Make a list of events coming up this year that you fill you with excitement or joy. Even if an
activity is not yet actually scheduled (e.g., “family camping trip”), put it on the list and it will have a
better chance of becoming real. No matter what happens in between, you will always have the
next thing on your list to anticipate with delight.
With this method, your year can be framed by meaningful occasions that are individual or
shared, large or small. You’ll even have a record of them when the year ends. (Bonus: If you
write a holiday letter, think how easy it will be to do now.) You can continue to add new ones as
the year unfolds. Some examples might be:
My cousin’s wedding
A talk by a favorite author at a nearby bookstore
Season 2 of my favorite binge-able series
The re-opening of my favorite brew-pub
My in-laws’ annual visit
Hiking on Mt. Rainier

As you create your list, you might be surprised at how much you have to look forward to in 2022!

Heavy Snows Plague Washington
Record low temperatures and heavy snow plague Washington state for
three weeks beginning on January 12, 1950.
By Phil Dougherty - Posted 1/23/2007 - HistoryLink.org Essay 8079
Aerial view of
snowbound
Seattle,
January 1950
Courtesy Paul
Dorpat

For three weeks beginning on January 12, 1950, extreme cold and heavy snow grip Washington
state. It is one of the state's worst winter outbreaks of the twentieth century.
One Bad Blizzard
Although later many would recall that the 1950 cold wave started on Friday, January 13, the cold
actually moved into the state from British Columbia during the morning hours of Thursday,
January 12, 1950. It passed both Seattle and Spokane about the same time -- noon -- and
temperatures in both cities fell steadily during the afternoon and night from a high of 32 degrees
in Seattle and 24 degrees in Spokane. Bellingham picked up a quick seven inches of snow that
day, but only light snow was reported in a few other places outside of northwestern Washington.
That all changed on the morning of Friday the 13th. Beginning about dawn in Seattle and a little
later in Spokane, a blizzard set in that affected much of the state. The storm's timing turned out
to be critical: The snow started early enough in Seattle that schools were closed, but in Spokane
it struck after classes had already started.
In Seattle winds gusted to 40 m.p.h. with temperatures in the low teens. One man was killed in a
bizarre accident when a truck skidded on a snowy road into a car. A man riding in the car was
thrown into Lake Washington and drowned.
Downtown Seattle picked up an average of 10 inches of snow, but farther south Sea-Tac Airport
recorded 21.4 inches, the second-greatest 24-hour snowfall ever officially recorded in the city (it
was one-tenth of an inch shy of tying the record). Snow reached clear to Washington's southwest
coast with heavy snow reported in Longview.
On Vashon Island, pounding waves from Puget Sound that residents said were "high as houses"
(Seattle Post-Intelligencer, January 14, 1950) collapsed bulkheads under a store and meat
market that sat near the water and swept the entire structure into Puget Sound.
Farther north, winds in Bellingham exceeded 60 m.p.h. and unofficially gusted to 78 m.p.h. On

the coast, the fishing fleet in Gray's Harbor took a big hit. Many small boats sank at their
moorings. Men trying to save the boats were sprayed with wind-driven ocean water, which froze
and coated them in ice.
Eastern Washington also experienced the blizzard and faced even more extreme conditions.
During the height of the storm on Friday afternoon the snow and wind were so heavy that
visibilities fell to only a few hundred feet in Spokane and to near zero outside of the city. "The
driving, whirling snow got everywhere. It even went into houses through keyholes or under doors"
(The Spokesman Review, January 15, 1950). Temperatures during the afternoon in Spokane
were near zero.
Deep Freeze
The snow moved out of Washington by Saturday, the 14th, but the cold deepened; in Ellensburg
it was 21 below zero that morning with 17 inches of snow on the ground. The cold quickly began
having strange effects on mechanical equipment. In Seattle, (where the morning's low was a
comparatively balmy eight above zero) the Fremont Bridge was raised at one point during the
day to let a tanker pass underneath. The span froze in the "up" position for more than half an
hour, snarling traffic.
The snow and cold lingered for several more days, particularly east of the Cascades. On
January 17, Spokane had a low of 18 below zero with 25 inches of snow on the ground. In
Spokane County, two planes were equipped with skis so they could respond to requests for help
from the county's rural residents. In Western Washington, famous Snoqualmie Falls (King
County) east of Seattle froze into giant light-green icicles; a thin ribbon of water replaced the
normal cascading rush of the falls.
A Silver Thaw
Then came an abrupt warmup that wreaked havoc west of the Cascades. A 4-to-10-inch snow in
Seattle on the night of the 18th turned to rain on the 19th, and between January 20 and 22, highs
in the city ranged between 45 and 48 degrees. Pipes burst in homes and businesses and rivers
and creeks flooded. More steady rain in Seattle on January 21 caused mudslides to block streets
in and around the city.
Southwestern Washington suffered a "silver thaw," a phenomenon caused by an abrupt warmup
after a severe cold snap in which warm, damp air condenses on frozen ground and objects,
covering everything in a sheet of ice. Vancouver, Washington, and the surrounding area was
particularly hard hit. Trees and power lines collapsed and roads were blocked. The Red Cross
declared all of southwestern Washington a disaster area.
Major damage also occurred in Whatcom County. On January 22, an ice jam, reportedly three
miles long, formed in the Nooksack River near Ferndale and began drifting south. "With
irresistible force, the massive floe of ice took huge bites out of the river bank, toppling trees and
sweeping tons of debris downstream ... Floe ice, reported more than 1 foot thick, crawled like a
giant caterpillar over the fixed ice, forming a bulwark that forced river water over both banks"
(Seattle P-I, January 23, 1950). The ice briefly jammed near Marietta (Whatcom County),
causing the river to back up and flood the main street of the town and forcing 200 people living
along the riverbank just north of town to evacuate.

Then it Got Even Colder
On January 26 the Seattle PostIntelligencer reported that a 50-mile stretch on
the Columbia River between Bonneville,
Oregon, and Celilo Canal, Oregon, was

jammed with ice floes and impassable in
places.

House damaged by landslide, Beacon Hill, Seattle,
January 21, 1950
Seattle Post-Intelligencer photo, Courtesy MOHAI

Then it got even colder. On January 29
Spokane dropped to 24 below zero, its coldest
morning since 1888. On January 30 unofficial
temperature readings in the Spokane Valley
ranged between 35 and 40 below zero, with
Chattaroy (Spokane County) reporting an
unofficial low of 42 below zero. The next day,
January 31, Seattle recorded its official all-time
low of zero degrees at SeaTac Airport. (In his
book Pioneer Days on Puget Sound, Seattle
founding father Arthur Denny (1822-1899)
writes that during the "big winter" of 18611862 he recorded a temperature of 2 below
zero in Seattle.)

(PI24283)

Colder Still
There were brief worries that further thawing
would cause more flooding, but this turned out
not be an issue. On January 23, an even
colder air mass than the one that had struck 11
days earlier swept into the state. By the 25th
the low in Seattle was 7 degrees above zero.
Outlying areas such as Bothell in Seattle's
north end reported an unofficial reading of 10
below zero, and Pine Lake, just east of Lake
Sammamish, reported an unofficial reading of
11 below zero.
Even southwestern Washington was not
spared the sub-zero temperatures: Toledo
(Lewis County) reported an official low of 8
below zero. Meanwhile, Spokane shivered
with a reading of 22 below zero, its coldest
temperature in 60 years.

Frigid Air & Frostbite
The extreme cold east of the Cascades
caused a different set of problems. Car
batteries and engines stalled in the frigid air. In
Spokane a firefighter fighting a fire in a
temperature of 10 below zero explained that
the firemen could not turn off the fire hoses for
even a few seconds, or the hoses would
freeze. And frostbite was a problem: One man
taking a smoke outside in zero degrees had
his cigarette freeze to his upper lip. When he
pulled the cigarette off his lip, he took a piece

In Elliott Bay in Seattle sheets of ice formed
around the slips between the piers, puzzling
seagulls looking for a place to land. East of
Seattle, Lake Washington partially froze and
Lake Sammamish almost completely froze (in
some places up to a depth of five inches),
delighting ice skaters and ice hockey players,
who gleefully ignored gentle admonishments
from the police to not go out on the
ice. Perhaps the revelers took to heart a
banner headline in the February 1 edition of
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer: "Let's Forget
Weather and Get Back To Normal!"

of skin with it, and not just a little piece -- it
was serious enough to send him to the
emergency room for treatment.

Columbia River largely locked in ice, Vancouver,
January 1950
Courtesy Clark County Historical Museum

Lost in the Deep and Blinding Snow
Classes had proceeded on schedule in the
Spokane area that day, but once the storm's
full force struck, dozens of students in
communities just east of Spokane were
marooned and forced to spend the night at
school. Others were stranded in school buses
on their way home. Many adults were also
stranded in their cars or at area service
stations, but county road crews eventually
rescued all during the night. Some cars were
reported to be completely buried in snow drifts
and had to be dug out with rotary plows.
Near Ritzville (Adams County) two children
died when their father picked them up from
school and drove them home to their farm, 15
miles west of Ritzville. A mile from their home
the car ran off the road. They tried to walk
home, but soon became lost in the deep and
blinding snow. The two children froze to death;
the father was found four hours later, badly
frostbitten.

Snow storm, Prospect Street, Queen Anne Hill,
Seattle, January 1950
Photo by Horace Sykes, Courtesy Paul Dorpat

Thirteen people died in the Puget Sound
region as a result of the blizzard. Livestock
was affected too -- near Ephrata (Grant
County) 500 sheep were found frozen to
death."

One For the Record Books
At last the cold began to fade. On Saturday,
February 4, temperatures climbed into the low
40s in Seattle; the next day, temperatures in
Spokane rose above freezing and below zero
readings had all but disappeared from the
state. The cold wave went down as one of the
worst of the twentieth century in Washington
state. In the 24 days between January 12 and
February 4, 1950, Seattle recorded nine days
in which the low temperature dropped below
10 degrees.

Snoqualmie Falls locked in ice, January 1950
Courtesy Harold Keller, Snoqualmie Valley Historical
Society

During the same time Spokane recorded 17
days of below zero lows, with 11 consecutive
days of lows below zero between January 24
and February 3. Numerous weather records
set at various locations in Washington state
during this cold wave still stand over half a
century later.

Happy Birthday Frisbee ~ January 23, 1957
History of the Frisbee - The First
“Pluto Platter”
Originally, it wasn’t supposed to be called the
“Frisbee.” Fred Morrison never even liked the
name. The first flying disc–his invention–was
originally sold by the Wham-O toy company on
January 23, 1957. It was deemed the “Pluto
Platter.”
Photos from:
https://www.flyingdiscmuseum.com/

Lid Throwing
Morrison first became intrigued with spinning discs in 1937. He was 17. The future Mrs.
Morrison, Lucile Nay, shared his love of lid-throwing. They began with the lid of a popcorn
container, but soon switched to cake pans, which flew better.
When a stranger saw Fred and Lu tossing the pan back and forth on the beach a year later, he
offered them a quarter for it. “That got the wheels turning,” Morrison says, “because you could
buy a cake pan for five cents, and if people on the beach were willing to pay a quarter for it, well
— there was a business.”

A Household Name

The business got off the ground with what
Morrison called the “Flyin’ Cake Pan.”

Ultimate Frisbee
Throwing a Frisbee is a fun pastime for people

He retooled the disc’s design and renamed it
several times, producing models called the
“Whirlo-Way” and the “Flyin’ Saucer” before
landing on the “Pluto Platter.” Wham-O
changed the name the following year as a
misspelled homage to the popular New
England pastime of tossing around pie tins
from Connecticut’s Frisbie Pie Company.
Fifty years later, Morrison recalled his initial
displeasure, admitting, “I thought the name
was a horror. Terrible.” Though “Frisbee” was
only the latest in a series of brandings for the
idea, it happened to be the one that became a
household name. Although he initially hated
calling his toy a “Frisbee,” Morrison reversed
his stance after royalties from its sales made
him a millionaire. “I wouldn’t change the name
of it for the world,” he said then.

of any age. You may enjoy just tossing it to a
friend–four-legged or otherwise, practicing
tricks, or gathering a group to play Ultimate.
(You can find Ultimate Frisbee rules here:
https://usaultimate.org/rules/10-simplerules/) Kenmore has a variety of fields for
perfecting your Frisbee skills. Moorlands Park,
Rhododendron Park, and St. Edward State
Park all offer large, flat playing spaces, which
can be enjoyed even in the cold, clear winter
months.

January 10, 1901 ~ Kenmore Gets a Name
Posted 1/04/2001 - HistoryLink.org Essay 2927

On January 10, 1901, mill owner John McMaster (18491930) names the village of Kenmore in honor of his
previous home of Kenmore, Ontario. McMaster also
serves as the community's first postmaster. Kenmore is
located in King County 12 miles north of Seattle and 2.5
miles west of Bothell at the north end of Lake
Washington.
John McMaster moved to the Pacific Northwest in 1889,
and was a prominent shingle mill operator in Snohomish
and Kitsap counties before establishing the McMaster
Shingle Mill in Kenmore in 1901. In 1903, he became
Kenmore's first postmaster, with the opening of the first
post office, which delivered mail from the company store
of his sawmill.
McMaster chose the name Kenmore in honor of his
earlier home in Kenmore, Ontario. Kenmore, Ontario,
was in turn named for the town of Kenmore, Scotland,
and a century later the village still honors its Scottish
roots with an annual Founders' Day celebration, held on
January 10.

John and Annie McMaster family;
Back row: Theodosia, William, Ella,
Clara; Front Row: Jessie, John
(father), Edward, and Anna (mother),
ca. 1895
Courtesy Phyllis McMaster Failor

North Lake Washington near Kenmore, May 26, 1901
Photo by H. Ambrose Kiehl, Courtesy UW Special Collections (KHL206)

Jump Start 2022 - GET INVOLVED

I

Martin Luther King Jr. Day ~ January 17

Born on January 15, 1929, Martin Luther King
Jr. grew to become one of the greatest Social
Activists the world has ever known. At 35, he
became the youngest person to win the Nobel
Peace prize.

He was assassinated on April 4, 1968 while
making a speech from the balcony of his hotel
room in Memphis, Tennessee.
King was the chief spokesperson
for nonviolent activism in the Civil Rights
Movement, which protested racial
discrimination in federal and state law.
The campaign for a federal holiday in King's
honor began soon after his assassination in
1968. President Ronald Reagan signed the
holiday into law in 1983, and it was first
observed three years later.

"The ultimate measure of a man is not where
he stands in moments of comfort and
convenience, but where he stands in times of
challenge and controversy." - - Martin Luther
King Jr.

At first, some states resisted observing the
holiday as such, giving it alternative names or
combining it with other holidays. It was
officially observed in all 50 states for the first
time in 2000.
Many consider it a day to serve your
community.

Learn Your Name in Morse Code Day ~ January 11
Learn Your Name in Morse Code Day was
created in 2015 by Sheila Cicchi from Virginia.
She is the owner and creator of
Brownielocks.com.
According to Chcchi "I figured if people started
with their name, thought it was fun, it would
encourage them to learn the entire alphabet and
numbers." She chose this date, as morse code
and the telegraph were first demonstrated on this
day in 1838.
Send us your name in Morse Code and get a Gift
Card to Diva Coffee!

New & Events

$$ TAKE PICTURES ~
MAKE MONEY $$
KHS is inviting community members to help us
document ever-changing Kenmore. Using our
website categories "Kenmore History" and
"History Now" as a guide, photographers of
any age and ability can take photos,
interview citizens for relevant information
about the photo subject, and submit the photos
through the KHS website.
KHS will review the photo and associated
documentation for photo quality and
documentation completeness. Approved
photos will result in a $25 payment to the
photographer. General photo categories
include:
People
Date of Photo
Name of Person (Examples: City
Official, Business Owner, First
Responder, Volunteer, Artist)
Significance to Kenmore, for instance
the person’s job or role in Community
Something unique or interesting about
the person or role
Places
Date of Photo
Name of Place (Examples: Theorem
Cannabis, Kenmore Skate Park,
Kenmore Boathouse)
Significance to Kenmore, for instance
description of what happens at the
place, what’s sold their, or service
provided
Something unique or interesting about
the place
Kenmore Camera Owner Jim Donovan (on the right)
1974

Things
Date of Photo
Name of Thing (Examples: “Cat Whisker
Road” street sign, Kenmore Mural, Big
Blue Chair at Hanger)
Significance to Kenmore
Something unique or interesting about
the thing
Then & Now
Date of Photo
Picture of “Then” image from KHS
website, Picture of “Now” image

(Example below of Kenmore Camera
owner/store)
Significance to Kenmore
Something unique or interesting about
the thing

Kenmore Camera owner Jim Donovan (on the right)
2021

We are currently working on a webpage for uploading and documenting photos. It will be
available mid-November.

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore
Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,

Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join Our Board!
We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to not
only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but also
CELEBRATE what is CURRENT TODAY and
make it RELEVANT TO EVERYONE…

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.
INSPIRING

We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.
INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people, all
ages, across all boundaries – physical
or imagined.

Join Us

Website

Get Involved

News & Events

LOCATION
PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line
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