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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

The etymology behind the word “April” comes
from the verb “aperire,” which means “to
open.” It’s commonly believed that the word
refers to the season of trees and flowers begin
to “open” or bloom.
April is a great month for meteor showers.
One of which is the Lyrids meteor shower,
which appears from April 16th to April
26th each year.

Astrophotographer Jeff Berkes captured this view of a Lyrid
meteor in the skies over the marshlands of southern
Maryland on April 14, 2013.

Look for the Pink Moon April 16th
The Native Americans called this month 'Pink
Moon' from the herb moss pink or wild
ground phlox which is one of the earliest
widespread flowers of the spring.

April Fools Day ...
April Fools’ Day—celebrated on April 1
each year—has been celebrated for
several centuries by different cultures,
though its exact origins remain a mystery.
April Fools’ Day traditions include
playing hoaxes or practical jokes on
others, often yelling “April Fools!” at the
end to clue in the subject of the April Fools’
Day prank. While its exact history is
shrouded in mystery, the embrace of April
Fools’ Day jokes by the media and major
brands has ensured the unofficial holiday’s
long life.
April Fools’ Day Pranks
In modern times, people have gone to
great lengths to create elaborate April
Fools’ Day hoaxes.

More About April Fools
Day

What a Difference a Century Makes
Cental Kenmore Then & Now
From “Kenmore by the Lake,” Chapter 8, Neighborhoods
Impossible as it may seem today, only about half a dozen families lived in central Kenmore
in 1920. Today’s major north-south thoroughfare of 68 th Avenue NE was a narrow, graveled
road and ended at NE 182nd Street. Other roads weren’t really roads at all, just “cow trails.”
A community of families settled in the early
1920s in the vicinity of today’s Bothell Way
and 68th Avenue NE, and along the trail that
later became Pontius Road (now 80th
Avenue NE). These families were dependent
on the logging and shingle industries or
those attracted when Puget Mill offered a
number of small tracts billed as “garden
acreage.”
One of the first homes to spring up on Bothell
Way after the Depression of the 1930s was
the Ed and Enid Nordlund residence. The
yard was ablaze with flowers all summer long,
often causing traffic to stop and view. The
property was sold in 1954 to Judge Del
Lampman from Lake City and his wife, also a
local judge. Traffic court was held in a small
building that they moved in front of the former
Nordlund home.

The property changed hands several times,
and the house could be seen between the
Tai Ho Restaurant and Les Schwab Tire
Company until the dwelling was torn down
in 2001.

The first Tai Ho Restaurant incorporated the original Kenmore
Realty building

The present Tai Ho Restaurant was constructed on the same site
in 2002. (After 25 years in business with the same owners, the
restaurant is now closed and for sale.)

Real estate offices sprang up in the Kenmore area in the 1920s and
’30s to promote the availability of cheap land. This office on Bothell
rd
Way at 63 Avenue NE advertised “large view lots with water and
electricity for $200 and up”

Left: Mitchell grocery store, NW corner of
th
Bothell Way and 68 Avenue NE

"

Right: Jiffy Lube now occupies the former
Mitchell Grocery Store site

U.S. Senate ratifies purchase of Alaska from
Russia on April 9,1867.
NOW
A Russian lawmaker wants Alaska back.
William Henry Seward (1801-1872), ca. 1865 Courtesy Library of Congress (2004672783)

On April 9, 1867, the U.S. Senate ratifies the purchase of Alaska from Russia for $7,200,000.
Russia is a reluctant seller, and the United States is a reluctant buyer. Many Americans think
little of the purchase and call it "Seward's Folly" after the U. S. Secretary of State William H.
Seward (1801-1872), who negotiated the transaction. However, other Americans approve the
purchase.

Seward's Folly
Most Americans thought Alaska had little value and that the purchase was a waste of money.
The territory became known as "Seward’s Folly." But the purchase was completed and on
October 18, 1867, Russia representative Captain Aleksei Pestchouroff formally transferred
Alaska to United States representative Army General Lovell H. Rousseau. In 1870, the
population of Alaska was estimated at fewer than 31,000 persons.
Alaska turned out to be vital to the economy of Seattle and the Puget Sound region,
beginning with the Yukon gold rush of 1897, when steamships rushed gold seekers from
Seattle to Alaska (the gateway to Canada's Yukon River) and Seattle's economy boomed. In
1974, the construction of the Alaska oil pipeline ended an economic downturn in Seattle,
which shipped three million tons of construction material to Alaska and provided supplies and
services for 70,000 pipeline workers passing through. Alaska continues to be vital to the
economy of Western Washington especially via Washington-based fleets that fish in Alaska
waters, and Alaska-bound cruises and tour boats that dock in Seattle.

An undated photo of the The United States check for $7,200,000 (or
about $125 million in 2017 dollars) to buy Alaska from Russia in 1867.
(National Archives)
Gold prospectors and supplies outside of merchant Cooper & Levy,

Seattle, ca. 1897 Courtesy MOHAI (SHS401)

Complete Story on Historylink

Anchorage Daily News: Mar. 17, 2022 —A Russian parliament member has called for the
return of Alaska to Russia, prompting a quick dismissal from Alaska politicians and others.
The statement came as Russian President Vladimir Putin has attempted to rewrite history
in an effort to explain away his war in Ukraine. But Russia has not seriously considered
reclaiming Alaska since the territory was sold to the U.S. for $7.2 million in 1867, and Putin
himself indicated in 2014 that he had no interest in retaking Alaska.
Still, on a Sunday news program in Russia, parliament member Oleg Matveychev included
Alaska in a list of demands in response to the war in Ukraine and the economic harm
caused to the country by U.S. sanctions.
"Let's think about reparations. The harm these sanctions caused us cost money. Return of
possessions, including possessions of the Russian Empire, Soviet Union and even parts of
Russia that are now occupied by the United States," Matveychev said in the interview.
"What about the return of Alaska and Fort Ross?" the host asked, a reference to a former
Russian outpost on the California coast north of San Francisco. "This is my next point —
recognizing Alaska, Fort Ross and Antarctica," he said. "We actually discovered it, so it
rightfully belongs to us."
Historians point out that Russia's hold on Alaska was not very strong even before the territory
was purchased by the U.S., and Russia was eager to get rid of the land in the 19th century as
the Russian Empire faced economic downturn and struggled to defend the territory.

Find out
More

KIRBY LARSON, BELOVED CHILDREN’S AUTHOR
Children’s Historical Fiction:
Something for Everyone
Kenmore Heritage Society had the opportunity
to get acquainted with Kirby Larson, an
acclaimed author and longtime resident of
Kenmore. Kirby Larson is best known for her
characters and contexts in historical fiction for
children and young adults. Hattie Big Sky is
the story a young woman who takes on the
challenges of homesteading in Montana
against a backdrop of WWI. The Dogs of
World War II series showcases how special
animals played an important part in surviving
those challenging times. History and mystery
come together in Audacity Jones to the
Rescue. The Two Bobbies traces the true
story of two pets lost in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina who find each other.

Kirby talks about becoming a writer and what inspires her work ~
1. When or how did you know you wanted to be a writer?
I never dreamed of being a writer when I was growing up because I’d never met one! But I was a
passionate reader and the stories I read inspired me to write my own. I studied journalism in
college because that was the only way I knew to get a writing job. It wasn’t until I was a mom
introducing my kids to the books I loved and learning about the new books out there (thank you,
Margaret MacDonald at the Bothell Library!) that I got the idea to combine my love of reading
and my love of writing. I started trying to get published in about 1990 — it only took me 3 years
and over 250 rejections to finally have my own book in my hands!
2. Where do your ideas come from?
They come from paying attention, and from asking myself “what if?” For example, I was reading
about the Japanese and Japanese American strawberry farmers living in Bellevue in the 1940s,
who were part of the 120,000 people (mostly American citizens) who were incarcerated in “war
relocation camps” during WWII. One vignette described a woman who wrote to General DeWitt
(the officer in charge of the evacuation) asking if she could take her dog to the camp. His reply
wasn’t included but I knew from previous research that she would not have been allowed to take
the pup. As a dog lover, I wondered what I would do if I was unfairly removed from my home and
forced to leave my four-legged best friend behind and that wondering lead me to write DASH,
which won the 2015 Scott O’Dell Historical Fiction Prize.
3. What has been your most popular children’s book and why?
There are two books that tie for that honor: the Newbery Honor book Hattie Big Sky, which was
inspired by my great-grandmother’s experiences homesteading all by herself as a young woman
in eastern Montana during WWI, and Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine, and a Miracle,
which is a nonfiction picture book I wrote with my dear friend Mary Nethery. It tells the story of a
dog who so bonded with a US Marine stationed in Iraq that he tracked the Marine 70 miles
across the desert in the dead of winter with a punctured lung so they could be reunited.
4. What do you hear from parents or other adults who also read your books?
I get letters and emails all the time from adults who’ve read my books. Often they start with some
kind of apology, like “I know I’m a grown up and shouldn’t read kids’ books,” which is a crying
shame. The world of children’s literature is rich and varied, complex and funny. Everyone should
be reading kids’ books! The adults who write me and the kids who write me all say similar things
— they generally reach out because they want to share a connection they made with the story. I
even had a 70+ year old cowboy from Montana write me to say he loved Hattie Big Sky.

More from Kirby
Larson

National Coin Week -- April 17-23, 2022

Numismatically speaking, you probably have history in your pocket! Numismatics is the study or
collection of currency, and most popularly is associated with the appraisal and collection of coins.
Coin collectors will tell you that their hobby, in addition to giving them a deeper appreciation of
art, has also expanded their knowledge of history, geography, politics, and cultural awareness.
According to Mike Fuljenz, a Texas coin dealer, coins are like “history in your hands.
Coins in ancient times were like a newspaper, telling about who was in power, and whether the
ruler was peaceful or a warmonger based on the design symbolism. For example, arrows (on
coins) indicated war, while olive branches were a sign of a desire for peace.” Coins can thereby
chart the entrenchment, progression, or awakening of various aspects and attitudes of
society -- depending on the themes, events, or people depicted on them.

American Women Quarters Program
One movement that is now expanding throughout the world of coinage is Women’s History.
Over the years, the U.S. Mint has portrayed women on coins mostly as a symbol of “Liberty,” with
a fanciful image. A few actual women have been included on commemorative issues, but only
three have appeared on U.S. circulating coins before this year: Susan B. Anthony and
Sacagawea have been shown on dollar coins, with Helen Keller on an Alabama Quarter. So
now this year the U.S. Mint has begun the American Women Quarters program, which will run
through 2025, “honoring the historic contributions of twenty trailblazing American
women.” Each year 5 women will be portrayed from a variety of backgrounds and
achievements, including contributions in women’s suffrage, civil rights, abolition, government,
humanities, science, and the arts. Here are the first two women spotlighted in the program in the
year 2022.

The first American Women Quarters coin
was released in February 2022, celebrating
Maya Angelou (1928-2014), a writer,
performer, and social activist. She rose to
international prominence as an author after the
publication of her groundbreaking
autobiography “I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings.” Angelou’s published more than 30
bestselling works of verse, non-fiction, and
fiction. Her remarkable career encompassed
dance, theater, journalism, and social activism.
Angelou read “On the Pulse of Morning” at the
1992 Clinton inauguration, which marked the
first time an African American woman wrote

The second quarter in the program, just
released on March 21, honors Dr. Sally Ride
(1951-2012), a physicist, astronaut, and
educator. In 1983, she became the first
American woman – and, at 32, the youngest
American – to go to space. After her historic
spaceflight Ride co-authored six science
books for young people, one of which won the
1995 American Institute of Physics’ Children’s
Science Writing Award. She also co-founded
an education company to inspire young
people, especially girls, to take an active
interest in science, technology, engineering,

and presented a poem at a presidential
inauguration, and only the second poet in
history to do so. Over several decades, Maya
Angelou was recognized with many honorary
degrees and awards for her works across
multiple genres. In 2010, President Obama
awarded her the Presidential Medal of
Freedom.

and math (STEM). Later, her Sally Ride
Science organization sought to ensure that
girls and boys of all backgrounds had access
to role models who looked like them. Ride
received many honors during her life, including
induction into the Astronaut Hall of Fame,
National Women’s Hall of Fame, and Aviation
Hall of Fame.

Find out who else is being
honored!

April is National Fair Housing Month

The month of April is National Fair Housing
Month which commemorates the passage
of the Fair Housing Act of 1968. This
National Law prohibits discrimination in the
sale, rental and financing of housing based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial
status, sexual orientation, gender identity and
national origin.
This was passed and signed into law during
the backdrop of the civil unrest that was
occurring after the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King on April 4, 1968.

Access to Housing
Discrimination in housing is still an ongoing
issue and access to housing remains unequal.
Housing affordability and the current
homelessness crisis are issues we hear and
read about almost daily. For example, using
information from the NW Multiple Listing, the
median closed sales price in the
Kenmore/Lake Forest Park area was
$850,000 for February 2022 up from $705,529
of February 2021. For many, that price range
is unobtainable and will continue to rise for the
unforeseeable future.
Top Priority in Kenmore
The Kenmore City Council has designated
Affordable Housing as their #1 priority. They
have dedicated more than 5 million dollars
towards this effort with another 3 million
contributed by the ARCH Housing Trust Fund,
which was established in 1993 and invests in
cities for the creation and preservation of
homes that serve low- and moderate-income
individuals.

President Lyndon B. Johnson, who had for
many years been frustrated by his inability to
improve housing conditions for people of color,
used this time, with the help of 2 young
Senators, Edward Brooke & Walter Mondale to
try to pass this legislation before Dr. King was
laid to rest. The Fair Housing Act was passed
just 7 days after his death after failing to pass
in both 1966 and 1967.

The City of Kenmore is currently accepting
proposals from partners that are interested in
working with the City on the creation of
affordable housing units for the City owned
property located at 6532 Bothell Way NE. The
deadline for proposals is April 22nd with the
end goal of occupancy of these units by the
end of 2026.

If you are interested in learning more about
this issue, the National Association of Realtors
has compiled a list recommended reading.

Learn More: If you are interested in learning
more about this topic, America Divided: A
House Divided- is a documentary film by

Here are a few of those examples:
The Color of Law by Richard Rothstein
Sundown Towns by James W. Loewen
Family Properties by Beryl Satter
Levittown by David Kushner
Caste by Isabel Wilkerson
Restrictive Covenants in
Kenmore

Norman Lear that explores the housing
divide in New York City in 2016. The
problems remain the same in present day and
not just unique to New York City. He talks with
tenants, realtors, homeless people, housing
activists, landlords and city officials about the
lack of affordable housing and the legacy of
racial discrimination that still exists.

Happy 18th Birthday Kenmore Senior Center
Turning 18 is viewed as an exciting time for young adults ... they can get a body piercing without
parental permission, bet on a horse race, and use a meat/deli slicer at a grocery store. For
visitors and members of the Kenmore Senior Center the excitement around turning 18
revolves around facility improvements, a busy Food Pantry, and lots of new events and
programs.
Kenmore Heritage Society returns to the Kenmore Senior Center in April for our Board
meetings after shifting to virtual meetings during covid. We stopped by recently to check things
out and found lots of community members eager to share their thoughts about reengaging.
Alec Walker - everyone's
favorite Watercolor Instructor

June, pictured here with her
family is a serious Bridge
player.
Everyone interviewed
remarked about the
welcoming environment,
the new friendships and
program variety: yoga,
exercise, guitar, sewing, book
making, watercolors,
driftwood art, tabletop
gaming and more.

Kenmore Program
Supervisor Pasha
Mohajerjasbi gives Kenmore
Mayor Nigel Herbig a tour of
the Food Pantry.
Open to all: 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of every
month. 12:30-2:30.
Kenmore Senior Center

Pot O' Gold Winners
Thanks to all Business and
Hunt Participants this year our 2nd Annual event!

We doubled participation and
look forward to tripling next
year.

New & Events
World Rat Day | 4 April

On April 4th, 1995, rat owners, rat breeders,
and rat fans took to the internet to discuss the
topic of pet rats. This ongoing discussion
became known as the “Ratlist”--the oldest
mailing list on the internet dedicated to the
topic of pet rats.

In 2002 these rat aficionados dedicated a day
that would promote rats as wonderful pets and
companion animals for people of all ages. April
4th was chosen as the day the Ratlist began,
making it the perfect choice for World Rat Day.
From 1995 Ratlist boasted nearly 2300
members and is now in its 7th incarnation.

More!

Kenmore Community Club Potluck |13 April
Join in the fun at the April KCC potluck with featured speaker
Griffith H. Williams: Poet, Illustrator, Printer, Binder... and
Neighborhood Treasure

Kenmore Community Club

Easter | 17 April
Easter, Latin Pascha, Greek Pascha,
principal festival of

the Christian church, which
celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ on the third day after
his Crucifixion. The earliest recorded
observance of an Easter celebration
comes from the 2nd century, though
the commemoration of Jesus’
Resurrection probably occurred
earlier.

Rhododendron Walk| 22 April
Come enjoy the abundant varieties of rhodies in
addition to native plants and wildlife in the park.

Kenmore Senior
Center

National Volunteer Week| 17 - 23
April
Benefits
Contribute to the Community
through the creation of engaging and
informative events.
Develop expertise in local history.
Get to know a fun and diverse group
of people who love Kenmore!

Become a Volunteer
Fill out the form below
Talk with our volunteer coordinator
to determine which opportunities
best suite your interests.
Complete a Volunteer Application.
Attend occasional training sessions

to develop your skills!

Volunteer

McMaster & Emerging
Leader Awards
Honor a Neighbor, Friend
or Young Adult who has
made a difference in
Kenmore.

Nominate!
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