
Make A Donation

 ​  ​  ​

 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

Summer Solstice Mt. Rainier 2015

June is named after Juno, the Roman goddess of
youth and protection. Her name (Latin Iūnō) comes
from the root word for “young” (Iuuen) and goes
back to the idea of vital energy and fertility.

The June Solstice

The June solstice or Summer Solstice is the
longest day of the year in the Northern
Hemisphere. It marks the first day of astronomical
summer. The date varies between June 20, 21, and
22. The word solstice means “sun-stopping”
(from the Latin solstitium) because the Sun seems
to be standing still in the sky.

Midsummer

Midsummer is celebrated on June 24 and it’s a day
that’s meant for us to appreciate all the gifts that
nature gives us. The holiday originates from
Sweden, but it’s celebrated all over the world and
many use the weekend closest to the date for
traditional festivities.
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Midsummer Celebration

Midsummer started as a pagan ritual for fertility
and a successful harvest during the Stone Age.
The pagans believed that plants had healing
properties during the summer solstice, and they
honored the day showing reverence to nature with
rituals. They danced around maypoles, fashioned
garnets, and herbs were picked on Midsummer’s
Eve and bonfires were used to keep away any evil
spirits. It was said that spirits were free to roam the
earth when the sun was turning towards the
southern hemisphere.

Kenmore Drive-In Theatre Brought Movies
​to Kenmore in 1953

From “Kenmore By the Lake, A Community History,” Chapter 6, Business & Industry

The Kenmore Drive-In Theatre was a
landmark that still prompts nostalgia among
old-timers. The giant outdoor screen lit up
the Kenmore sky for the first time on May
1, 1953. The slogan on the theatre, located
directly behind the eventual site of the
Kenmore Village shopping center, was “See
the Stars Under the Stars.” The program in
September 1953 included Gregory Peck and
Ann Blyth starring in The World in His Arms ,
and Joel McCrea appearing in Cattle Drive,
both in Technicolor.

The open-air theatre with its sea of car
speakers mounted on short poles attracted
many young couples. Families could bring
their pajama-clad children and bed them down
in the rear seat while they enjoyed an evening
out.

People soon found that by parking in the
Northlake Lutheran Church lot on the hillside
above the theatre, they could watch movies
free—minus the sound. Northlake Lutheran
secretary Jeanie McBee said the Rev. Chris
Boerger, pastor from 1990 to 2001, recalled
that his Finn Hill family would park in the
church lot to watch the large screen in the mid-
1960s.

Drive-in Theatre Panorama
A panoramic view of the theatre in 1953



Drive-In Theatre Grading

Contouring the hillside for Kenmore Drive-In Theatre, 1952

Gregory Peck and Ann Blyth starring in

​The World in His Arms

Northlake Lutheran Nostalgia

When the drive-in concept gave way to indoor theatres with large-screen productions and
stereo sound, the Kenmore theatre closed. In a gesture of nostalgia, some Northlake Lutheran
parishioners obtained two of the benches from the theatre’s concession area and installed
them in the church courtyard.

After 25 years of providing entertainment to area citizens, in 1978 the theatre site was
converted to a Metro park-and-ride lot and apartment buildings.



Drive-In Opening
An advertisement emphasizing the positives of drive-in

theatre entertainment!

A 1972 aerial view of the drive-in theatre and
surrounding area.

Can you find:
Bothell Way?
Kentucky Fried Chicken? (Now The Hangar)
68th AV NE?
The bank that became today’s Kenmore Post
Office?
Plywood Supply?

Celebrating "Pride Month"

Every year in June, people around the world
celebrate diversity, inclusion, and the
LGBTQ+ community. To us, celebrating
Pride means promoting self-affirmation,
dignity, and equal rights for all. It’s a time for
people from all walks of life to stop and
reflect on what it means to be truly accepting
and accepted, and the peaceful, positive
effect this can have on the world.

Before Pride become a celebration, it started out as a protest.  On June 28, 1969, in
the Greenwich Village neighborhood of New York, the queer community responded to a
police raid that began at the Stonewall Inn, a bar that served as a safe haven for the
city’s gay, lesbian and transgender community.

At the time, homosexual acts were deemed illegal in almost every state, and bars and
restaurants faced closure for having gay employees or serving gay patrons. While police had
raided gay establishments before, on June 28th members of the LGBTQ community decided to
fight back, sparking an uprising that would launch a new era of resistance that would later turn to
celebration.

More Pride!

Juneteenth: A Celebration of Freedom

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/celebrating-pride-month-2022/


The Emancipation Proclamation

The territory that came to be known as the
United States supported their economy with
the labor of enslaved people starting about
1619. It took over 200 years and a country in
turmoil to make progress toward ending this
form of oppression.

President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1,
1863, as the nation approached its third year of bloody civil war. The proclamation
declared "that all persons held as slaves" within the rebellious states "are, and
henceforward shall be free."

Despite this expansive wording, the Emancipation Proclamation was limited in many
ways. It applied only to states that had seceded from the United States, leaving slavery
untouched in the loyal border states. It also expressly exempted parts of the Confederacy
that had already come under Northern control. Most importantly, the freedom it promised
depended upon the Union’s military victory. Although the Emancipation Proclamation
did not end slavery in the entire nation, it fundamentally transformed the character
of the war. After January 1, 1863, every advance of federal troops expanded the domain
of freedom. Moreover, the Proclamation announced the acceptance of Black men into
the Union Army and Navy, enabling the liberated to become liberators. By the end of
the war, almost 200,000 Black soldiers and sailors had fought for the Union and freedom.
 
In 2020, our City of Kenmore proclaimed June 19 as a day to celebrate Juneteenth.
In 2021, Washington Governor Jay Inslee signed a measure making Juneteenth a legal
state paid holiday, starting this year, in June 2022. More recently, in March 2022, the City
of Seattle finalized Juneteenth as a paid city holiday.

Over the years, June 19 has been celebrated as Freedom Day, Jubilee Day, Liberation
Day, Emancipation Day, Black Independence Day, and National Independence Day, but
is now almost universally known as Juneteenth.
Sources: National Archives: The Emancipation Proclamation, History Link: https://historylink.org/File/271, City of Kenmore

Juneteenth Proclamation

Learn the Origin of
Juneteenth

Meet Tulalip Artist Huggz Moses

A Source of Peace
 
Born in Everett, Washington, Huggz Moses found
herself in foster care at age 5. Without her mother
and father at home, she felt alone and often acted
out because of the mental trauma. She had always
loved to color, but eventually that wasn’t enough.
One day she picked up a pencil and started to
doodle. With Sponge Bob Square Pants as her
model, she drew every day for years. Improving with

https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation#:~:text=President Abraham Lincoln issued the,and henceforward shall be free.%22
https://historylink.org/File/271
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each iteration, she finally showed her artwork to her
friends. She had drawn the cartoon character so
precisely that her friends were in disbelief. She was
13 years old.

​More important than getting kudos, she realized that
drawing put her mind at ease and helped her
feel peace. “Keep your hands busy,” she learned,
“so you don’t focus on your troubles.” In 7th grade, a
teacher encouraged her to take up painting. Though
she thought adding color to her artwork would be
too difficult, she tried it and was told she had talent.
In fact, she entered an art contest for which she
didn’t start painting until the night before. Even with
a time crunch, she made a beautiful piece, and her
audience was amazed at what she had produced in
such a short amount of time.

Check out Huggz Moses’s artwork at the Northeast

corner of NE 181st Street and 61st Avenue NE.

(Vinyl wrap on three utility boxes )

Despite her natural ability, Huggz did not always feel free to share her love for art. In fact, she
often felt shame in pursuing a skill that would not bring her much financial gain. It was something
she loved to do in her room with the door locked, but nothing that would make a career. So,
during high school, her artwork took a backseat. 

Learn More About
Huggz!

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/meet-tulalip-artist-huggz-moses/


Native American Artist and Storyteller, Ty Juvinel  Kenmore

Elementary’s Family Culture Night

Lightning Frog

The Kenmore Heritage Society was pleased to host
Native American Artist and Storyteller, Ty Juvinel on
Friday, May 20th at Kenmore Elementary’s Family
Culture Night.

Ty is a member of the Tulalip Tribes and introduced
himself to the group with his native name,
zuwaq ̓ʷsəb waq ̓waq ̓ which means Lightening Frog
in Lushootseed.

He is also part of the Coast Salish People which is a language family that includes two dozen
languages and several dialects. The Coast Salish People’s land is over 10,000 years old and the
geographic territory spans from Vancouver BC down into Oregon and includes the lands
bordering the Salish Sea, Puget Sound, the San Juan Islands, Gulf Islands, the Strait of Juan de
Fuca and the Strait of Georgia. 

Homage to Nature

Ty brought several of his art pieces,
including masks, oars, and a drum. He
passed around his artwork for the
students to have the opportunity to
touch and really look at the details of
his work.

​Ty shared that all native art is a
homage to nature and that the Coast
Salish style of art uses certain shapes,
the crescent, ovals & trigons.
If you are interested in viewing one of
Ty’s carved murals, you can stop by
the entrance of the Edmonds
Museum.

See One of Ty's
Murals

Story Pole for Kenmore

Ty has been commissioned to carve a story pole that will
be displayed in front of the Hangar Building here n
Kenmore. The date for that installation hasn’t been
determined at this time but we will keep you updated on
when that will take place.

https://historicedmonds.org/honoring-coastal-salish-people/.


Gifted Storyteller

Ty shared two stories with the students. He described
how storytelling is an important part of his culture to pass
down traditions as well as to educate children about
cultural values and morals. The stories that he shared
were entitled “Who painted the Flowers” and “How mouse
moved mountain”.

Hear Ty Tell a Story!

If you are interested in learning more about the Tulalip Tribes, we can recommend a visit to the
Hibulb Cultural Center & Natural History Preserve. You can find out details on how to visit at their
website https://www.hibulbculturalcenter.org/.

Rhys Dorian "Making Something Old Seem New"

Rhys Dorrian - Welsh Mythology Workshop

While attending Kenmore Elementary Family
Culture Night on Friday, May 20th, I
happened upon a truly enthusiastic
presentation about Welsh Mythology given by
10-year-old student, Rhys Dorrian. I witnessed
Rhys deftly weave bits of the magical tales
by the moving of his hands, making
something old seem new again.

I now know that Welsh gods are not deemed
immortal, but very, very strong, and the
possible reason why no one will ever find the
Holy Grail...(which is like a goblet or chalice.)

If you missed this event there is an
opportunity to see Rhys in action teaching
his other specialty, Greek Mythology. No
need to take notes, Rhys has self-published
two books on Amazon - both about the Greek
Gods. He is currently in the editing process for
his first full-length novella which centers
around Welsh mythology.

Rhys' Greek Mythology Class (for all ages) 5
one-hour Zoom classes presented select
Wednesdays in June and July 10:30 am to
11:30 a. Please contact
edieheppler@gmail.com for more information
and to sign up.  

Submitted by Maureen O'Neill, KHS

Kenmore Heritage Society Plans Annual Awards

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APuuP_OCSbs.
https://www.hibulbculturalcenter.org/
mailto:edieheppler@gmail.com


Stacey Denuski to Receive McMaster
Heritage Award

 
The McMaster Heritage Award honors a local
citizen who, through volunteerism and service,
has made a significant positive difference in
the Kenmore community. Established in 2002
by the Kenmore Heritage Society, the award
bears the name of John McMaster, the man
who named Kenmore on January 10th, 1901.

Local service clubs, PTAs, businesses,
organizations, and private individuals are
encouraged to submit nominations for this
prestigious annual award. Final selection is
made by the KHS Board of Trustees.

The 2022 award will be presented to Stacey
Denuski, a longtime community volunteer with
a focus on youth through her involvement at
Kenmore Elementary. She served on the
Kenmore City Council, played a key role in
creating more public access to the water, the
Walkways & Waterways bond measure,
pedestrian and bicycle safety, Kenmore
Village development, including the Hangar and
Town Square, and much more.

The award ceremony will be held in July at
Rhododendron Park!

Congratulations
Stacey and Sophia!

Sophia Leotta to Receive the Emerging
Leader Award

The Emerging Leader Award was established
in 2021, to recognize and honor a young
person who has demonstrated outstanding
leadership and commitment to our Kenmore
community.

The 2022 award will be presented to Sophia
Leotta, a 2021 graduate of Inglemoor High
School. She is currently a member of the
Leadership Team at Sustainability
Ambassadors. She was a volunteer and
events intern at the City of Kenmore where
she assisted during the planning process of
upcoming festivals and celebrations. She
regularly volunteered for Teen Link as a Youth
Crisis Specialist. Sofia was class valedictorian,
a National Honor Society member, and
National Merit Scholar. She is currently a
freshman at UW, studying engineering.

Coming Next Month!

Introducing Laurie and her Loom!



Lauire's Studio & Loom

Laurie Williams is a textile artist who has
lived in Kenmore for more than 35 years.
The Kenmore Heritage Society had the
opportunity to meet with her and hear
about some of her work and her
inspirations!

We will share more about Laurie next
month as we add her to the "Kenmore
Women" section of our website.

Kenmore Women

New & Events

Kenmore City Hall Tag Line
Competition Winner

Thanks for all those who participated in the
Tag Line Competition inspired by Griffith
Williams' Tag Line creations!

The lucky winner is Lisa Morin Carcia who
submitted the following quote:

"In the hour before dawn, rain showers
gust over the city, knocking pink plum
blossoms off the trees and into the gutters."
     --From "Nine Winter Views of San Francisco," by

Lisa Morin Carcia

Pride Month in Kenmore| 1 June

Pride Flag Raising Ceremony
Celebrate the kick-off to Pride Month in
Kenmore!

Date:
06/01/2022 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
 Location:
City Hall Building
18120 68th Avenue NE
Kenmore, Washington 98028

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/kenmore-women/
http://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=18120+68th+Avenue+NE%2c+Kenmore%2c+Washington+98028
http://www.google.com/maps?f=l&hl=en&q=18120+68th+Avenue+NE%2c+Kenmore%2c+Washington+98028


National Drive-In Movie Day is the perfect day
to honor a tradition that was extremely popular
during the 1950s and 1960s. Drive-in movie
theaters were viewed as romantic for
couples and convenient for families, so
they became a big hit. However, they started
to lose popularity when conventional movie
theaters became popular throughout the
1970s.

National Drive In Movie Day| 6 June

In recent years, though, we have seen a bit of
a resurgence in drive-in theaters, not only in
the United States – where they are known to
have been especially popular – but around the
rest of the world too.

The 2020 coronavirus pandemic can partly
be attributed to this. During this period, a lot of
traditional movie theaters around the world
were required to shut, and so drive-in
theaters provided an acceptable way of
getting entertainment while at a social
distance. Drive-in theaters were not required
to shut during this period, causing an increase
in their popularity again. 

Flag Day |14 June

Flag Day, also called National Flag Day, in the United States,
is a day honoring the national flag, observed on June 14.
The holiday commemorates the date in 1777 when the
United States approved the design for its first national flag.

In 1916 Pres. Woodrow Wilson proclaimed June 14 as the
official date for Flag Day, and in 1949 the
U.S. Congress permanently established the date as National
Flag Day.

Fathers' Day| 19 June

The nation’s first Father’s Day was celebrated
on June 19, 1910, in the state of Washington.
However, it was not until 1972—58 years after
President Woodrow Wilson made Mother’s Day
official—that the day honoring fathers became a
nationwide holiday in the United States.

The campaign to celebrate the nation’s fathers
did not meet with the same enthusiasm–
perhaps because, as one florist explained,
“fathers haven’t the same sentimental appeal
that mothers have.”

https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/topic/flag-of-the-United-States-of-America
https://www.britannica.com/topic/holiday
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commemorates
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Woodrow-Wilson
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/Congress


Pet Appreciation Week |5 - 11 June

Pet Appreciation Week was created by the American
Veterinary Medical Association in 1981 for two
primary purposes:

To create awareness of the importance of our pets
in our lives.
To appreciate our pets for everything they do to
enrich our lives.

This week is the perfect opportunity to show our furry
friends how much we appreciate, honor, and respect
them. 
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