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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.
“Wherever you go and whatever you do, may the luck of
the Irish be there with you.”
Mark your calendar ...
Follow the clues to the end of the rainbow
and Leprechaun GOLD with Kenmore
Heritage Society’s Pot O’Gold QR Code
Scavenger Hunt.
The Pot O'Gold Scavenger Hunt runs from
March 12th to the weekend just after Saint
Patrick’s Day, ending on March 20th.
The Hunt will start at Kenmore City Hall 18120 68th Ave NE

Take me to the
Hunt!

QR Codes placed around Kenmore guide
you on your quest for GOLD. Learn about
Kenmore's history as you support local
businesses and earn contest entries with
this family friendly event.

The Evidence is Still Here
From “Kenmore by the Lake,” Chapter 4, Timber
Over the years, residents of Kenmore have
found well-preserved cedar logs in local
waterways and perhaps wondered where they
came from.
The Charles Droge family moved into their
new home on Pontius Road (present-day 80th
Avenue NE) in 1960. A branch of Swamp
Creek ran behind the property. When Droge
was cleaning up the area, he found good
cedar logs, sixteen to twenty feet long, in the
creek. He split the logs and had enough timber
to build a split-rail fence.
An old friend of the family, Lou Herzog from
Shelton, dropped by one day to see the new
home. Herzog told the Droges he had been a
logger in the area sometime around 1915, and
he said a railroad logging spur had crossed
the creek behind the Droge property.

The railroad builders had placed cedar logs
in the creek as a foundation for the track
that served the logging operation. Water
continued to flow through and around the logs;
and because cedar is relatively rot-resistant,
the logs were still in good condition in 1960
after having been submerged in the creek for
nearly half a century.
Herzog said there were shacks for the workers
near the railroad spur. The shacks were on
skids so they could be moved easily from one
location to another. This explained why Droge
found so many broken bottles and jugs around
the creek area. Presumably the men living in
the shacks drank wine and whiskey for
relaxation and then tossed the empty bottles
into the creek.

It's National Optimism Month
Benefits of Positive Thinking
In addition to making everything more fun,
being positive has benefits for your well-being.
According to Mayo Clinic, positive thinking
can lead to:
A longer life
Less stress
An increased resistance to sickness,

including the common cold
Better coping skills during hardships
Better heart health
Better mental and physical health
This doesn’t mean that you should ignore life’s
challenges and run away from them (or stick
your head in the sand like a scared ostrich); it
means that you should face problems with a
different, more positive outlook.

No, cleaning up dog poop isn’t much fun, but
you may have an easier time doing it if you
think about the fact that you’ve just avoided
stepping in it later. Small changes in the way
we think can make big differences in the long
run! Long live the power of positivity!

COVID Casualty - Cozy Inn Tavern Closes
As reported by Madeline Coats in The Woodinville Weekly, Jan 7, 2021
Due to increasing economic pressures from the COVID-19 restrictions, the Cozy Inn Tavern in
Kenmore risks closing its doors permanently. Owner Char McClean has been dipping into her
savings since March to cover the lease, payroll and taxes. So far, she estimates roughly $18,000
of her own money has been used to keep the tavern open.
“I’ve worked hard all my life and just retired five years ago,” McClean said.
Scot Horton, a frequent patron at the Cozy Inn Tavern, started a GoFundMe in an attempt to
save the Kenmore establishment. Created in November, the fundraising platform has already
collected $10,000 of the $65,000 goal. “It's the coolest dive bar tavern that I've ever been to,”
Horton said. “Generations of the people in this area have gone to this tavern. It's just that kind of
place.”

Cozy Inn 2003

Cozy Inn - Pandemic

The tavern’s structure has a history of its own. It started as a multi-use business empire called
Henry’s Hamburgers in 1931. According to the Kenmore Heritage Society, the back of the
building used to have a dirt floor where a summertime fruit stand called Henry the Watermelon

King would set up shop.
“As far as we know, this building has been operating as a tavern since prohibition ended in
1933,” said John Brown, bartender and manager at the Cozy Inn. Over the years, the structure
has continued to change. Brown said there was even a barber shop in the middle of the building
at one point.
McClean and her husband purchased the bar nearly 25 years ago. Now, the tavern is a
community-oriented space for patrons to enjoy beer, wine and small snacks. Despite the
pandemic, outdoor seating is still open on the back patio with views of Lake Washington.

Henry's Hamburgers

Cozy Inn 2017

“In terms of how much it has affected us, obviously it’s a huge economic hit,” Brown said,
referring to the pandemic. “Beyond the economic aspect, one of the hardest things is that we
don’t get to see a lot of people anymore.” He said the tavern received a small grant from the city
of Kenmore, although no help has been provided by the state.
Brown describes the atmosphere at the tavern as a “self-selected, slightly dysfunctional family.”
He said people choose to be there, support the business and create a strong sense of
community. The tavern has a serious core of regulars, like Horton, who continue to offer help
and encouragement during tough times, he noted. “There aren’t many taverns left anymore,”
Brown said. “But we’re open.”
The Cozy Inn Tavern is no longer open despite a GoFundMe Campaign and other efforts.

VisitGoFundMe Cozy
Inn

March is Women's History Month

Photo: University of Arkansas

It started out as “Women’s History Day” in Sonoma,
California, in 1978. Subsequently, campaigns promoted

Each year, the National Women’s
History Alliance designates a
yearly theme for Women's History
Month. The 2022 theme is
"Women Providing Healing,
Promoting Hope…both a tribute to
the ceaseless work of caregivers
and frontline workers during this
ongoing pandemic and also a
recognition of the thousands of
ways that women of all cultures
have provided both healing and

by historian Gerda Lerner and then by the National
Women’s History Alliance helped to transform it into a
national week (1980) and then a month (1987). Following
the lead of the United States, at least 30 countries have
followed suit since then to declare March as “Women’s
History Month,” with a shared purpose of highlighting the
contributions of women to events across history and in
contemporary society.

hope throughout history."
In the words of United Nations
Ombudsman Shireen Dodson, “If
we want our girls to benefit from the
courage and wisdom of the women
before them, we have to share their
stories.” Learning the activities and
biographies of women in all walks
of life who influence society in ways
large or small, can inspire people
across all generations and genders.
How can we support or celebrate
Women’s History Month?
Here are 15 ways suggested by
liveyourdream.org:

Why have a month dedicated to women throughout
history? The answer can be summed up in this quick
reflection:
“Each time a girl opens a book and reads a
womanless history, she learns she is worth less.”
professor, author, and activist Myra Pollack Sadker

Women’s History - Now!

President Carter’s message for designating Women’s
History Week, put it this way: “From the first settlers who
came to our shores, from the first American Indian
families who befriended them, men and women have
worked together to build this nation. Too often the women
were unsung and sometimes their contributions went
unnoticed. But the achievements, leadership, courage,
strength and love of the women who built America was
as vital as that of the men whose names we know so
well.”

1. Explore the history of women’s
rights
2. Spread awareness by posting on
social media
3. Support women-owned
businesses
4. Watch TED talks for women
5. Mentor a girl or fellow woman
6. Be aware of issues women still
face today
7. Support a women’s nonprofit
8. Write a thank you note to a
woman who inspires you
9. Support women authors and
artists
10. Join a women’s volunteer club
11. Download the Feminist Activist
Toolkit
12. Host an event to celebrate
women
13. Write yourself a love note
14. Participate in political advocacy
15. Discover your inner Shero

KHS Honors Jo Ann Evans
(Who inspires us every day)

Creating History in Kenmore and
Beyond!
A Montanan by birth and a Washingtonian
since 1954, Jo Ann Evans is a long-time
activist in the Puget Sound Theater Organ
Society and plays the 1924 Wurlitzer organ
restored by her husband, Russ. She also
serves on several boards in addition to the

More About Jo
Ann

Kenmore Heritage Society and received a
McMaster Heritage Award in 2007 for
community service.

Get Rhody for Spring

The Kenmore Heritage Society and Kenmore Senior Center are excited to co-host the annual
Rhododendron Walk on Earth Day, April 22 nd from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
All are invited to meet up at the picnic shelter in the park with garden educator, Lisa Taylor.
Come learn about our State Flower!
Lisa will share tips on:
How to select and plant rhododendrons and
How to care for your rhododendron’s pesticide-free
Lisa will then take participants on a spirited walkabout around the park where all can experience
the rhododendrons in bloom as well as other native plants and wildlife in the park.
Rhododendron Park has over 1600 varieties of the species to enjoy. Dress for the weather as
this event will happen rain or shine and consider bringing a sack lunch to have after the walk.
The park currently features two play areas, basketball court, picnic shelter, restrooms, large
green space, and a walkway providing access to the Sammamish River.

The Legacy of Charlie Pearce

Rhododendron Park sits on 13 acres of
land in the city of Kenmore and was once
the home of rhododendron enthusiast
Reginald A. “Charlie” Pearce. An Englishman
who immigrated to the Pacific Northwest at the
turn of the 20th century, Pearce became a
Seattle clothier and Alaska equipment outfitter.
He and his wife settled here in 1920 and

The Wall Street Journal featured the couple in
a 1932 article with pictures of some of their
rhododendron and azalea plants. They soon
became known nationally. Every year at
Easter the nursery would ship large numbers
of Pink Pearl rhododendrons east. Pearce
created at least three new hybrids, best
known of which are Pinky Pearce (azalea),
Pearce’s Golden Jubilee and Pearce’s
American Beauty (rhodies), specimens of
which are in the park.

began cultivating rhododendrons as a hobby.
The project soon turned into a commercial
enterprise they called State Flower Nursery.

Pearce died in 1960 and the property became idle and was
unused for approximately ten years. In 1971, the nursery
became a county park through Forward Thrust funding.

A 1995 donation of many newer rhododendron and azalea hybrids make up a New Garden. The
donors were Warren F. Timmons III and his wife Diane, who collected these plants while
operating a small nursery. This is referred to as the New Garden to differentiate from the Old
Garden where the Pearce plants are located. For many years, Timmons offered guided tours
each spring.
In 2001, the newly incorporated City of Kenmore took over Rhododendron Park from King
County. In 2009 renovation improved parking, renewed the picnic shelter and restrooms, and
added a playground. A new driveway would have destroyed hundreds of the park’s namesake
plants. Instead of allowing this to happen, Warren Timmons, along with members of a local
rhododendron chapter, members of Inglemoor High School’s Key Club, plus some local
Boy Scouts, transplanted around 300 of the flowering plants. One scout working for his
eagle scout merit badge, along with his volunteering family and friends, repositioned many of
these plants under the supervision of Warren Timmons. The park offers one of the largest public
collections of hybrid rhododendrons in the Northwest.

Happy Birthday Michelangelo - March 6th
On March 6, 1475 Florence, Italy welcomed Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni. He
was a sculptor, painter, architect, and poet–a true Renaissance man–who became one of the
most accomplished artists of his era.

David Still Admired Today
Michelangelo’s majestic statue of the shepherd boy David is considered by many a piece of
artwork that has no equal in ancient or modern times. It was originally commissioned by the
Opera del Duomo for the Cathedral of Florence in a time when humanity did not have the ease
of enjoying art and music mass-produced and readily available. Immediately beloved by
Florentines, the statue took on new meaning. As the Florentine Republic faced its own Goliaths,
the statue of David came to represent the city itself.
Art can come to represent something larger than itself. It can reflect the times in which it is
produced. It can evoke emotions, spark the intellect, and encourage questions. Even after more
than 500 years, the statue of David inspires onlookers to wonder what would awaken such
courage in a mere boy or what kind of Goliaths they may one day face themselves.

Portrait by Daniele da Volterra, c. 1545
The Statue of David, completed by
Michelangelo in 1504, is one of the most
renowned works of the Renaissance.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo

Some art may even be fun: "Love Notes"
Though today’s world is much more visually stimulating than it was during the Renaissance,
people still crave unique art and music of every kind. Humans are creators at heart. Just as the
Opera commissioned the creation of David for the benefit of the citizens of Florence, the City of
Kenmore has likewise asked its citizens to become co-creators of events and “love notes”
that give us reason to love where we live.
Those “love notes” have been left throughout the City as art-wrapped electrical boxes, painted
fire hydrants, a beautiful mural, an exhibit at City Hall, and others. Though not famous throughout
the world, these little notes give the community of Kenmore a sense of place and a reason to
see beauty and even fun in the city where they live.

Photos Courtesy of the City of Kenmore
Sara Solum Hayashi pictured top row,
middle, (next to Fire Plug) is AOK's
Executive Director and Curator of the City
Gallery in the lobby of Kenmore City Hall

Gaul Culley and Staci Adman with City
leaders and on ladder in front of
Kenmore Mural - Spanning 188 feet, the
mural pays tribute to Kenmore’s rich and
eclectic history.

Arts of Kenmore (AoK)
Dedicated to connecting the community with accessible arts experiences, Arts of Kenmore, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, collaborates with the city to curate public art. Their mission is
“To encourage and promote both passive and active participation in all forms of the arts by the
citizens of the area for the enrichment of the community.” You can find examples of Kenmore’s
art or learn more about AOK here: https://artsofkenmore.com/about/

After all, there is a little Michelangelo in all of us.

East Point West Press
Griffith H. Williams: Poet,
Illustrator, Printer, Binder... and
Neighborhood Treasure

"East Point West Press is all about letterpress
poetry. My name is Griffith H. Williams, poet,
illustrator, printer and binder. Within my rustic one
man shop I use an antique letterpress to print
volumes of original poetry. Each book, whether a
hardback collectors’ edition or a limited run
chapbook, features original linoleum block prints.
My books, often written in formal verse, cover a
wide range of topics; nature poetry, historical
verse, mythological themes, lyrical reflection, and
poetry for children. Many of my poems follow the
formal structures of Welsh bardic verse. Each
book is beautifully printed on acid free paper and
hand sewn to create a timeless work of art. Books
form the backbone of my catalog, but I also print
original greeting cards, broadsides, Poetic
Licenses and Tag Lines."

I recently had the opportunity and great
pleasure to visit with Griffith and his wife
Laurie at their home in Kenmore. Griffith had
reached out to the Heritage Society some time
ago, but the pandemic delayed our meeting in
person.
As our lives inched back toward normalcy, I
was contacted by Arts of Kenmore's Sara
Solum Hayashi who had visited Griffith and
wanted to partner with the Heritage Society on
a program and art installation at the Kenmore
City Gallery featuring his work. She had
arranged for me to drop by the Press, meet
Griffith and Laurie and begin outlining a
program.
After seeing the press in action, and learning
more about the process I can't wait to share
with others ... stay tuned for a formal
announcement by AoK in the coming months.

More About East Point West
Press

Griffith's eye appealing illustrations draw potential
customers to his publications.

See the Press in Action on
Facebook

New & Events
Fat Tuesday | 1 March
Fat Tuesday or ‘Mardi Gras’ is on the
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday and at the
start of Lent. The origins of Mardi Gras link
back to pagan celebrations of the arrival of
spring and fertility, such as the Roman
festivals of Saturnalia that celebrated the
same and that of Lupercalia which was also
characterized by banqueting and
merrymaking. This day is celebrated with
parades and feasts before the start of the
fasting season of Lent.

Read More - Mardi
Gras

Scavenger Hunt | 12 March
The Pot O'Gold Scavenger Hunt runs from
March 12th to the weekend just after Saint
Patrick’s Day, ending on March 20th.
Hunt will start at Kenmore City Hall - 18120
68th Ave NE

Saint Patrick Day | 17 March
St. Patrick’s Day, feast day (March 17) of St. Patrick, patron
saint of Ireland. Born in Roman Britain in the late 4th
century, he was kidnapped at the age of 16 and taken to
Ireland as a slave. He escaped but returned about 432 CE to
convert the Irish to Christianity. By the time of his death on
March 17, 461, he had established monasteries, churches,
and schools. Many legends grew up around him—for
example, that he drove the snakes out of Ireland and used
the shamrock to explain the Trinity. Ireland came to
celebrate his day with religious services and feasts. Saint
Patrick's Day is celebrated on Thursday, March 17, 2022.

"The Cake" opens at Kenmore Community Club
|19 March

As If Theatre Company presents "The Cake" an emotional and
deliciously funny play created by Bekah Brunstetter, writer and
producer of NBC’s This is Us.
The play is scheduled to run March 3 – March 20, 2022 at
the Kenmore Community Club, 7304 NE 175th ST,
Kenmore – Tickets on sale now!

Equinox Earth Day, First Day of Spring
| 20 March
Spring, also known as springtime, is one of the
four temperate seasons, succeeding winter and
preceding summer.
When it is spring in the Northern Hemisphere, it is autumn in
the Southern Hemisphere and vice versa. At the spring (or
vernal) equinox, days and nights are approximately twelve
hours long, with daytime length increasing and nighttime
length decreasing as the season progresses.
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