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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.
About Us
How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its history
through books, or stories shared at family
gatherings, but we bet they left out some of the
more interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Check out our
website!

Welcome August!
Augustus Caesar, the first Roman
Emperor

Augur

August, a word that means “inspiring
reverence or admiration,” is the name of
the eighth month of the year in our Gregorian
calendar. It’s the sixth month of the ancient
Roman calendar used by the Roman kingdom
and republic. Back then, the month of August
was known as Sextilus, Latin for “sixth month.”
In 8 BCE, the month was named in honor of
Augustus Caesar, the first Roman emperor.
Who is the man August was named for?
The emperor was a man of many names. He
was born Gaius Octavius, the grandnephew of
Julius Caesar. He took the extended name
Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus in 44 BCE
after Caesar’s assassination. Though in
English texts, he was often referred to simply
as Octavian.

August also relates to augury, the act of
divination (telling the future), particularly by the
behavior of birds and animals and the
examination of their entrails and other
parts. Augurs were the official Roman
soothsayers, whose job was not to tell the
future so much as to determine if the Roman
gods approved of a planned course of action.
And here’s a usage not heard often:
an auguste is a “type of circus clown who
usually wears battered ordinary clothes and is
habitually maladroit or unlucky.”

Then in 31 BCE, he defeated Mark Antony and
Cleopatra to gain control over the empire.
Finally in 27 BCE, when he was named
emperor, he was given the honorary
title Augustus.
What does it mean to be august?
When we describe something as august, we
are saying it is majestic and inspires reverence
or admiration. The word can also take the form
of an adverb (augustly) and a noun
(augustness).

May your August be filled with favorable
omens and devoid of unlucky circus clowns.

LOG Boom Park Ceremony August 9!

The park was closed in 2021 for renovations and reopened to the public on Thursday, June 30,
2022. New amenities include a sandy beach and lake access area, water access for handpowered watercraft, a picnic shelter (currently not accepting reservations), a boat rental building,
public artworks including the signature "Flume" sculpture by Jennifer Dixon, seating, and an
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible concrete path promenade. A local
concessionaire, WhatsSup Stand Up Paddle and Surf, will also be on site this summer renting
hand-powered watercraft such as kayaks and paddleboards.

Learn More About the
Project

How Did Kenmore Get Its Name?
No. it wasn't named for the washing machine!
The history of Kenmore’s name spans much of the globe and
embraces three separate communities, each located beside a body
of water. The name originated on a Scottish loch (lake), was
carried across the ocean to a riverside settlement in Ontario,
Canada, and then was given to a community beside Lake
Washington.

Kenmore, Scotland

Kenmore, Canada

The name is derived from the Gaelic word
Caenmore, meaning “big head.” The
Scottish village of Kenmore, Perthshire, is
about 190 miles north of Edinburgh, Scotland,
situated at the “head” of Loch Tay, a “big” bay
about 20 miles long.
The first of the three Kenmores traces its
history to the mid-1500s. Before that time
there may have been, along the water’s edge,
one or two crannogs—dwellings built on stilts
over the water for defensive purposes.
In the mid-1800s, as a wave of immigration
was washing over North American shores, a
man named Peter McLaren left his
childhood home of Kenmore in Scotland to
take up a new life in Ontario, Canada. He
joined other immigrants settling in Osgoode
Township, about forty miles from Ottawa.
As the new settlement grew, the residents
sought an identity for their area. They gave the
honor of naming the village to McLaren, by
then a wealthy landowner. Recalling his home
village in Scotland, Peter McLaren proposed
the name Kenmore, telling residents he had
high hopes for the town and wanted to see
it become the “big head” in Osgoode
Township. The town was christened
Kenmore in 1857.

Kenmore, Washington

McMaster
Mill

The Canadian town of Kenmore was situated
at the juncture of three branches of the
Castor River. Since waterways furnished the
primary source of transportation and
commerce in the early days of the developing
country, the village flourished at its strategic
location. The Castor River also provided the
means for turning the wheels of the grist
mills and sawmills that boosted growth of
the emerging town.
In 1875, two young Scotsmen who were
brothers-in-law—Duncan Carkner and John
McMaster—came to the Castor River area
and started the Carkner mill, which
produced lumber, shingles, doors, window
sash, and cheese boxes. (photo above)
McMaster began eyeing a move across the
border to the United States. He and his wife
Annie left Kenmore, Ontario, and moved to
Seattle in May 1889, a month before the
Great Seattle Fire. McMaster had heard
about plentiful stands of huge cedar trees at
the head of Lake Washington. He joined his
brother Peter at a shingle mill on the
Duwamish mudflats to learn the new method
of sawing shingles by machine instead of by
hand.

In providing houses and services for his
workers, McMaster created a settlement
that then needed a name. He named his
sawmill town Kenmore after his former
home of Kenmore, Ontario, and registered
the name with state officials on January 10,
1901.
Although another 97 years passed before
Kenmore became an incorporated city in

McMaster and a man named Chris Kruse
leased land on the northeast shore of Lake
Washington from Watson Squire and started a
sawmill and shingle operation on January 1,
1901. It was located on a site just north of
what later became home to Kenmore Air
Harbor, and east of the future location of the
Kenmore Pre-Mix plant.

1998, the area has been known officially as
Kenmore since 1901.

Meet the "As If Theatre Company"
A bit about AITC
"As If Theatre considers The Kenmore
Quickies our love letter to Kenmore. It’s a
way to say thank you to our audiences and to
more importantly build a community within our
Kenmore neighbors - maybe even inspire a
little hometown pride. "

Visit As
If!

KHS Board Member Michelle Karlinsey checks in with Cindy and Amy
"Tell us a little bit about yourself and
how you got your start in writing and
producing plays."

Each of us have strong theatre
backgrounds - acting, coaching,
directing, producing, managing, etc.
We’d been discussing starting our own
theater company for years, but at that time
it was only talk.
Cut to an introduction to David Evans at
The Kenmore Community Club and the
whole world opened up to us. The club
had been looking to add theatre and arts to
their space and our goals magically
aligned.

Let’s see - - Amy, Molly, and myself are all
local actors. Molly and I met while acting in
Steel Magnolias at Driftwood Theater and
Amy and I met when she was the
Managing Director at Driftwood Theatre.

"What was your inspiration for the first
Kenmore Quickies?"

Being that I moved to Kenmore when I
was 4 and lived there until college, and
then moved back in 2006, this felt like a
perfect fit - not only for me and our theatre
company, but also for the Kenmore
Community, as Kenmore didn’t have a
local theater company.

The first Kenmore Quickies began when I was
driving past St. Vincent de Paul and noticed
their mural of Kenmore. I thought, “Those
images would be such great prompts for a
short play festival!” So, in 2019, with the help
of the muralists and the Heritage Society, we
launched our first short play festival.

"Why did you choose to write a play
about Kenmore once again? Tell us a
little about that process."

For 2022 it was even easier - I was sitting in
my mom’s family room and the book Kenmore
by the Lake was sitting on her coffee table. I
picked it up and thumbed through the history of
my hometown and was surprised by all that I
didn’t know. I thought, “These would make
great prompts for Tall Tales!” It’s so fun to
read what our playwrights have devised from
these historical prompts.
Some have taken it literally and created
modified histories while others have been
inspired by a phrase in their prompt and taken
off on a totally different tangent! Plus, it’s a
free history lesson because, aside from the
Tall Tales, we’ll be displaying the true history
of Kenmore along the walls of the club. A little
history and a little fantasy make for a great
evening.

"Do you have any hints as to the
inspiration behind the next
performance?"
Next year we're considering joining forces
with the Arts of Kenmore for our playwright
prompts in creating a multi-disciplinary event.
But I guess we should talk to Sara SolumHayashi about that first!

Blast From The Past

Bothell Citizen/Bothell Sentinel

Welcome Wagon Welcomes Home New Leader

Northshore
Citizen
Newspaper
Archive Link

Bothell Citizen August 9,1972

Mrs. Priscilla Droge of Uplake recently named supervisor of
Northwest Washington Welcome Wagon International, returned from
a training session in Memphis Tenn. this weekend to find this banner
on her garage. The "Welcome Home" was erected by the welcome
Wagon hostess in her area in recognition of her new position. Mrs.
Droge who formerly was supervisor of the Northshore Welcome
Wagon hostesses, will now supervise an area stretching from
King Co. to the Canadian Border. Welcome Wagon hostesses visit
newcomers to the area and dispense information and gifts from local
merchants and civic services.
Patricia Droge was also the much-loved historian for KHS! >>>>>>>

The Viking Ship Is At Last Launched and Ready
Nearly A Thousand Present
"The Viking Ship was launched at Bothell last Sunday. Nearly a thousand
people were present at the ceremony. The ship entered the water easily
and gracefully. No mishap marred the occasion. Several speakers
felicitated the Norwegians on the enterprise and patriotism in presenting
the ship for the celebration of Norwegians Day at the A-Y-P-E. The boat
will be fitted out here and then rowed down the lake to a point near the
Fairgrounds, from where it will be taken on August 30th to the exposition."
Above is from the Sentinel article, left.

Bothell Sentinel
August 21, 1909

The Viking hull, near
Bothell, 1909
Courtesy Nordic Museum
Collection (2000.090.001)

The Viking, Lake Washington, near Bothell, August 27, 1909
Courtesy Nordic Museum Collection (2005.072.020)

The Viking interior under
construction, near Bothell,
1909
Courtesy Nordic Museum
Collection (2006.108.003)

Historylink:
On August 30, 1909, the Viking, a replica longship constructed by a
Norwegian-American boatbuilder, Sivert Sagstad (1880-1946) of Ballard,
lands on the western shore of Lake Washington near the Natural
Amphitheater on the University of Washington campus as part of the
festivities commemorating Norway Day at the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific
Exposition. It represents a tangible symbol of Scandinavian culture and
boat design for its creator and others in the Ballard community of Seattle
and throughout the Pacific Northwest.
A Monumental Task in Short Order
As plans for the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition, Seattle's first major
international exhibition, took shape, local heritage groups representing the
Norwegian and Swedish immigrant communities were invited to be among
those who contributed to the programs held during the A-Y-P-E public run
from June 1, 1909 to October 16, 1909. Planning included the
construction of a Sweden Pavilion and a Swedish Day, scheduled on July
31, 1909.

Read more on
Historylink

Remembering Anna Helfgott
As we celebrate all Seniors' accomplishments on August 21st

Helfgott, Anna (1899-1996)

Vig Vigorous activist and a leader in Seattle's Gray Panthers

How can Anna be described? She was one of
a kind that you just don't see around much,
these days. Loved, respected, and surrounded
by her caring family, Anna died January 21
[1996], most likely impatient to the end, that
she just couldn't get everything done that she
wanted to do.
Anna was an ardent supporter, spokesperson,
and volunteer for the Gray Panthers of Seattle.
Since our founding in 1976, she gave her

considerable skills in organizing, especially in
the office, where she worked until the early
1990s, when her physical capacities
weakened, much to her annoyance, and she
had to take it easy.

Anna Helfgott (1899-1996) (l.) and Marge Leuders holding Anna's
Gray Panthers banner, Seattle, 1980s
Courtesy Esther Altshul Helfgott

Anna Helfgott was a vigorous activist for
progressive causes and a leader in Seattle's
Gray Panthers. In her working years she was
a dressmaker and fitter, and was an early
member of the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union (ILGWU). This obituary was
written by Marge Leuders and is reprinted from
the Gray Panthers of Seattle Newsletter.
Anna Helfgott: One of a Kind
October 3, 1899 -- January 21, 1996

Anna Helfgott (1899-1996) and Tish Sommers (1914-1985),
founder National Older Women's League, Seattle, ca. 1985
Courtesy Esther Altshul Helfgott

Read More on
HistoryLink

New & Events
Aug 5/Capes for
Courage 5K
Join us for the 7th
Annual Bothell 5k Capes
for Courage in support
of the Northshore
Wranglers Inclusion
Program.
Providing recreation
and fun for all, this
program supports
special needs youth
and adults in our
community with
classes, camps,
outings, and other
engaging activities.

People with disabilities have been especially isolated by the past two
years of COVID so your support is needed more now than ever.
This fun and festive 5k brings together serious runners with people
who simply want to stroll or roll their way through the 5k course.
Wear your cape or your best superhero costume because everyone
who supports this worthy cause is a superhero in our books!

Register for the
Race

Aug 9/ The International Day of
the World's Indigenous Peoples

Aug 10/ National S'Mores Day

Photo: UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

The International Day of the World's
Indigenous Peoples is observed on
August 9th each year to raise
awareness and to protect the rights of
the world's Indigenous populations. This
event also acknowledges the
achievements and contributions of
Indigenous people. This recognition is
celebrated around the world and marks
the date of the United Nations’ 1982
inaugural session of the Working Group
on Indigenous Populations

Aug 12/ As If Theatre

As If Theatre Company is back at it with
our 2nd Annual Short Play Festival, The
Kenmore Quickies – Tall Tales! Eight
playwrights, eight directors and 14 actors
come together to bring their talents to
the stage for 4 performances August 1214, 2022.
The 8 plays are based upon different
random pieces of Kenmore’s history.
Each evening, audience members will
vote for the Audience Favorite Award,

This favorite is in the 1927 edition of
the Girl Scout manual Tramping and
Trailing with the Girl Scouts.
While you can officially celebrate this
winning combination on August 10th,
National S’more Day, you need not limit
your celebrating to one day in a year.
This combination has become so
beloved that one can find s’moreflavored varieties in everything from ice
cream to martinis.

Aug 14/ National Bowling Day

Kenmore Lanes was founded in 1958 by three brothers,
Doug, Don, and Bob Peek, and their brother-in-law,

.

Robbie Robertson

Although few people realize it, bowling
is one of the oldest sports in history.
A form of it has been traced back 7,000years to ancient Egypt. Around 5,000
B.C., ancient Egyptians played a
sport where round stones were rolled
down a lane to knock over objects at
the other end.
Since then, countless millions of people

which will be presented after Sunday’s
performance. Funny, serious, a bit
strange, and downright weird are all
adjectives that can be used to
describe this event. Plus one heckuva
good time! This is As If Theatre’s little
love letter to Kenmore.

have enjoyed this sport and enjoyed the
camaraderie and health benefits of this
sport. And now everyone can celebrate
this sport on the second Sunday in
August—a day that’s known as
National Bowling Day.

Aug 21/ Senior Citizen Day

Aug 28/ I Have A Dream

Do you have an elderly person in your
life that you love and appreciate?
National Senior Citizens Day, August
21, is the day to let them know how
much you care and it’s an opportunity to
recognize their accomplishments.
President Ronald Reagan took the
initiative to honor seniors in 1988 when
he signed Proclamation 5847 and
marked August 21 as the day seniors will
be celebrated.
“Throughout our history, older people
have achieved much for our families, our
communities, and our country. That
remains true today and gives us ample
reason this year to reserve a special day
in honor of the senior citizens who mean
so much to our land,” Reagan
proclaimed.
Learn About the Northshore
Senior Center

Coming in September - Northshore
Fun Photo Contest
Last year the Fun Photo Contest was ALL
VIRTUAL ... this year we hope to host an in-

August was a big month for the U.S.
Civil Rights Movement. It was
on August 28, 1963, that Martin Luther
King Jr gave his famous “I have a
dream” speech to 250,000 people on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington D.C.
Considered to be one of the most iconic
speeches in the history of the US, King’s
speech called for the end of racial
discrimination and for equal rights to all.

person kick off at Kenmore Camera ... stay
tuned for details later this summer.

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore
Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join our Board
We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to not
only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but also
CELEBRATE what is CURRENT TODAY and
make it RELEVANT TO EVERYONE…”

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.
INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.
INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people, all
ages, across all boundaries – physical
or imagined.

Join Us

Website

Get Involved
LOCATION

News & Events

Making History

About Us

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line







