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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.
About Us
How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its
history through books, or stories shared
at family gatherings, but we bet they left
out some of the more interesting and
colorful history of Kenmore’s past.
Check out our
website!

Hoping July is an Improvement over "June-uary" ??
We just made it through the 9 th
wettest June on record!

Last year it was a different
story:
Heat wave broils Western
Washington, shattering Seattle and
regional temperature records on
June 28, 2021
"On June 28, 2021, the third day of a
withering heat wave in the Pacific
Northwest, the temperature in Seattle
soars to 108 degrees, an all-time
record. The reading is recorded
at nearby Seattle-Tacoma International
Airport, which began keeping official
records for Seattle in November 1948,
and the 108-degree mark is the city's
highest temperature in the 151 years
since detailed recordkeeping began on
February 16, 1870. "
HistoryLink.org Essay 21266

"Little darling, it's been a long cold lonely winter
Little darling, it seems like years since it's been here
Here comes the sun do, do, do
Here comes the sun
And I say it's all right"

The Beatles ` 1969

4th of July History & Traditions
Independence Day
The Fourth of July—also known as
Independence Day or July 4th—has been a
federal holiday in the United States since
1941, but the tradition of Independence Day
celebrations goes back to the 18th century and
the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776,
the Continental Congress voted in favor of
independence, and two days later delegates
from the 13 colonies adopted the Declaration
of Independence, a historic document drafted
by Thomas Jefferson.
From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of American
independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to more casual
family gatherings and barbecues.

Did You Know?
John Adams believed that July 2nd was the
correct date on which to celebrate the birth of
American independence, and would reportedly

turn down invitations to appear at July 4th
events in protest. Adams and Thomas
Jefferson both died on July 4, 1826—the 50th
anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration
of Independence.

John Adams | Biography, Political Party, Children,
Presidency, & Facts | Britannica

4th of July Food Traditions
The 4th of July has become a widely loved holiday among Americans, with food often the focus.
These 3 Independence Day food traditions seem so quintessentially American, but surprisingly,
not any of them actually are.

Hot Dogs

July 4th is the day in which hot dog
consumption among Americans is the highest.
In fact, it is estimated that 150 million hot
dogs will be eaten on July 4th.
The sausage has been around for a pretty
long time. Even Homer’s Odyssey makes
mention of sausage. But the food that is most
similar to our beloved hot dog is the German
frankfurter, which has presumably evolved
greatly into the hot dog we know and love
today.

Corn on the Cob
Corn on the cob is a barbeque staple, which
makes it so popular on the 4th of July. While
corn is the most abundant and cultivated grain
in the United States, corn has been around for
thousands of years. Corn has been viewed as
the ancient grain of the New World, and is
believed to be first cultivated 9,000 years
ago in southern Mexico.

Shortly after, Native Americans discovered the versatility of corn and it began to be grown
and harvested across the United States. In fact, the Native Americans have been eating corn off
of the cob well before the Europeans even set foot in America.

Lemonade

Many historians believe that lemons were
brought from Asia to Egypt in 700
AD. Around that same time, Qatarmizat, a
lemon based drink sweetened with
sugar became popularized.

Lemonade has been around for longer
than you would have thought.

Though Qatarmizat may be a bit different than
the lemonade that we drink today, it has
evolved over the last few thousand
years. Compagnie de Limonadiers was
started in 1676 in Paris and is what is believed
to be the first soda company. The company
sold their lemonade on the streets of Paris —
the first lemonade stand.

Fireworks!

Ivar Haglund begins Ivar's Fourth
of July fireworks on Elliott Bay
on July 4, 1965.
Visit HistoryLink to Find
Out More

Kenmore has been hosting 4th of July
fireworks displays at Log Boom Park
since 2006. With two years of cancelled
Fireworks Kenmore is looking forward to
a fabulous 2022 display to celebrate
the WEST SAMMAMISH RIVER
BRIDGE OPENING CELEBRATION
Thursday, August 11, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00
p.m.

Earliest Account of Salish Slave Trade
Since tribes as far east as Idaho and Montana
had slaves that came from the West via the
Snake and Columbia Rivers, this is the most
likely origin of “Oregon” used by Lewis and

Clark.

Image: First Nations & Their Slaves
The Dorchester Review: Macaws of Cape Flattery

Yellow-cum, head chief of the Macaws
(Maaahs) at Cape Flattery, was the wealthiest
man of his tribe in slaves. Slaves formed the
most valuable kind of property and were
acquired by raids, trade or heritage (children
of slaves were slaves). The Haida also were
notorious slavers.
The earliest account of slave trade amongst
Pacific tribes is from the journal of Russian
Captain Krenitzin in 1768, “The Russians
found many destitute children, for the natives
brought numbers of them to their ship for
sale.” Elsie Frances Dennis in her thesis
“Indian Slavery in the Pacific Northwest"
(1928) cites over 80 other authors including
Vancouver, Jewitt and Meares describing the
extent of slavery amongst Pacific Northwest
Indians.
Most Indian languages contain a word
meaning slave. The word Oregon is made up
of two Indian words: O-wa, the Chippeway
word meaning river, and Wakan, the word for
slave. “Oregon” then came from Owah-wakan,
River of the Slaves.

Each tribe treated slaves differently and only
the wealthiest 1 percent of Indians had slaves.
Captives taken in war were enslaved. If a man
of high rank was captured, his people might
send a good orator of a neutral tribe to his
captors and intervene, offering ransom.
The same is true throughout human history: All
skin colors engaged in slave trade, but less
than 1% of people actually had slaves.
Let us be grateful for those who died to end
slavery in 1865, and to our government for the
13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution:
Abolition of Slavery.

Slavery Today
The National Human Trafficking Hotline
reported 8,542 cases of trafficking in the
United States in 2017 alone. This included
multiple cases in every state. That number is
also far lower than the reality, due to
underreporting. For more information check
out: https://theexodusroad.com/doesslavery-exist-in-america-today/
Further education is a vital next step in
combating modern-day slavery in America.
For as long as modern-day slavery exists in
America, ordinary heroes will be needed to
fight back. As Martin Luther King, Jr. once
said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness;
only light can do that.”

Log Boom Park Then and Now

Photo courtesy of Doris Clements

Photo courtesy of the Seattle Historical Society

The Logging Industry Takes Hold
Hopes for profit from the harvesting of timber brought the first non-Native settlers to the area we
now call Kenmore, during the period from 1860 to the early 1900s. During that time Lake
Washington was the primary highway for transportation and commerce. Loggers had their
own docks; skid roads often started in the heart of a lumber camp and ended at the water’s
edge, where the logs could be floated to a mill.

The Sills Brothers’ Tramway
Beginning in 1902, the Sills brothers, just one of many logging families who moved into the area,
began using a tramway with flatbed railroad cars to carry logs from the Brier area down onto a
thousand-foot pier extending over Lake Washington. (The tramway route followed what later
became 61st Avenue NE.) Once the rail cars were on the pier, a cable under the logs tilted them
into the lake, with the assistance of a movable arm which was mounted on the pier.
The logs were then rounded up inside a log boom–a cluster of floating logs enclosed
within a cable–and towed by tugboat to mills in Renton, to southern lake ports, or to the
mouth of the Black River, then located near Renton. The November floods would push the logs
to their final destination.

A Mishap of Large Proportion
The pier was the site of one of the more eccentric events in Kenmore logging history. One
day in the 1960s as a crew was at work as usual, backing a line of flatcars loaded with logs out
onto the pier, the men heard a loud splash. They soon realized they had somehow pushed the
line of cars too far, and the end car had just fallen into the lake. To this day, beautiful Lake
Washington has a railcar skeleton in its depths, off the shore of Kenmore .

A Community in Need of Parks
As Kenmore became a bustling community, a group of residents united in efforts to obtain land
for parks and recreation. The group–Kenmore KEY–turned their interest to the possibility of
obtaining parks for Kenmore with King County funds from a bond issue approved by voters in

1965. As a result of their efforts, the sixteen-acre shoreline tract commonly known as Log Boom
Park was purchased.
The park was renamed Tracy Owen Station in 1987 to honor the late King County councilman,
who lived in the nearby Uplake area of Kenmore for many years. Today the park’s official name
is Tracy Owen Station at Log Boom Park.
Some of the old pilings for the Sill’s Landing pier are still visible at Log Boom Park ; the
remaining pilings have been covered by a six-hundred-foot fishing pier. Now, instead of men
hauling and dumping timber, young and old alike enjoy sunbathing, fishing, and cannon-balling
into the chilly lake from the pier’s vantage point. Not far from the pier is a playground area, picnic
tables, and access to the Burke-Gilman Trail.

Improvements Ahead
As a result of Kenmore residents’ desire to
improve access to the beautiful Lake
Washington waterfront, residents approved a
Walkways and Waterways bond measure in
2016. With funds from this bond, the park will
soon include some new amenities, including
a new building for rental of hand-powered
watercraft from WhatsSup, new restrooms,
a new picnic shelter, and public art. The
project will also bring pathways into
compliance with the American with Disabilities
Act (ADA), expand beach access, and
restore natural areas.

Remember When ......?!

Judee Sarvis on New Seafair Whirl
Northshore Citizen July 1961

Tomorrow she’ll be right back at it with a jam-packed 10 days
of Seattle Seafair doings which will require her attendance in
parades, community events and all those things that go with
being a princess of a festive celebration.
Miss Tri-Cities will call the Olympic Hotel home during her
rounds with candidates for Sea-fair queen of the Seas. The
Seafair queen is to be chosen Tuesday night from a list of 31
princesses with the crowning at the Aqua Theatre and
coronation ball held later at the Olympic hotel.

Miss Sarvis will ride with her Northshore court, Gayle
Johnson and Carol Lind, on the celebration’s beautiful
community float. She will appear in the Grand Parade
Saturday, the Lake City parade Saturday night and the
Torchlight Parade in Seattle Aug. 5.
Miss Sarvis was named Miss Tri-Cities at a coronation
program the eve of the tri-community Independence
Celebration. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Sarvis of Kenmore.

Judee Sarvis has hardly had
time to catch her breath from
the activity-packed Fourth of
July Celebration over which
she reigned as Miss TriCities.

Defense Chief Seconds
JFK
Northshore Citizen July 1961

"The family fall-out shelter is one of the
best defense measures American citizens
can take," Mrs. W. T. Van der Heyden said
Tuesday night following President Kenedy's
radio address.
As Director of Civil Defense for the
Northshore area, Mrs. Van der Heyden was
seconding the Presidential recommendations
for home preparedness.
"Every home should have its own fall-out
shelter, with a minimum of two weeks'
supply of food and water for each member
of the family. The shelter should contain a
complete first-aid kit, battery powered
radio, and sanitation facilities." Mrs. Van der
Heyden said.

Basic plans for disaster preparedness have
been drawn up, and the Civil Defense Advisory
committee, headed by Mrs. Van der Heyden is
now developing working plans for this district.
These will be announced later.

Meet Textile Artist Laurie Williams
Some Weavers

Words
Sheep to shawl – a
contest where multiple
teams shear a sheep,
spin the fleece into yarn,
ply the yarn, and then
weave it into a shawl
Stash busting —
completing a project with
the deliberate intention of
reducing your stock of
materials
Barbie and Beyond
Laurie Williams is a textile artist who has lived in
Kenmore for more than 35 years. The Kenmore
Heritage Society had the opportunity to meet with her and
hear about some of her work and her inspirations.
In addition to a BS in Fisheries, a career in the fishing
industry in Alaska, raising a family, and managing a
bookstore, weaving and other textile arts have been a
theme throughout her life. Laurie’s mother made clothes
for her when she was a child and began teaching
Laurie when she was 8 years old. Laurie’s first sewing
project was a sleeping bag for her Barbie doll, to go along
with matching outfits her mother made for Barbie and
Laurie.
Besides sewing for most of her life, including clothes for
her own children, as an adult Laurie readily took to
weaving after taking a local class with a friend. Over the
years she’s acquired five looms of different types. The
first loom she got was built by Seattle loom maker Charles
Murphy in the 1950’s.

Learn More About
Laurie
Patterns
Laurie has always seen patterns in her surroundings: art,
nature, cityscapes, stories, or just walking through the
neighborhood. Colors inspire her to think how she
could weave them into a piece that both blends and
separates the hues to provide physical texture, but
also to give the eye a sense of depth and movement.
On a visit to Notre Dame Cathedral, she was inspired by
a diorama of a Roman village. Back home, the pattern of
the town emerged in a woven representation, with every
house varying slightly from the others, but also an

SABLE – when you have
a lot of “Stuff
Accumulated Beyond Life
Expectancy”
Major loom
components — Front
and back beam,
harnesses or shafts,
heddles, reed, take-up
reel
Yarn processing
steps — grow it (animal
or plant), collect it,
process it, spin it,
measure it, dress the
loom, weave it, cut it off,
finish it
Laurie's Loom

integrated component of the whole array. Historical
patterns became modern design.

Top: Diorama of the Roman village of Lucretia, in the
Paris Archaeological Crypt of Notre Dame Cathedral

"I, Create"

Shapes cut from wornout kimonos are used to
create a wall hanging
where the colors,
material, and energy of
fabrics from a by-gone
era are presented in a
new setting, in a new
time, for a new audience.

Bottom: Woven dish towel by Laurie Williams

Floating Fire Engine, 1966
From “Kenmore By The Lake,” Chapter 11, Public Services

Kenmore volunteer firemen built their own fireboat,The Volunteer, in 1966. The 33-foot craft was powered
by two 290-horsepower engines and reached speeds of thirty-five miles an hour while responding to rescue
needs on Lake Washington through the 1980s. Tom Torell (left) and Bob Woods are seen in this 1974 photo.
PHOTO COURTESY OF KENMORE FIRE DEPARTMENT

In 1960, the Kenmore Fire Department acquired a twenty-six-foot wooden boat with a fourcylinder diesel engine from the Navy for $428. Several volunteers went to Bremerton to get the
boat, and Ed Davidson, of Davidson’s Marina, towed it to Kenmore. Volunteers spent
countless hours rebuilding the hull, adding a cabin, installing a 500-gallon-per-minute
pump, and turning the hull into a fireboat worth $12,000.
In tribute to their early-day training mentor, they christened the boat the William H. Bailey,
and, although its speed was a poky eight miles per hour, the boat was helpful when lake runs
were necessary. These calls could include a drowning child, salvage of a sunken seaplane,
or approaching a burning house or wooded area from the water because land access was
too difficult.
But a real fireboat was needed, and after several years, local boat merchant Bud Forder
proposed that the volunteers build their own boat from a set of plans. In just nine months,
the firemen built a new fireboat with two 290-horsepower marine engines that could
operate at thirty-five miles per hour. The new boat, christened The Volunteer in 1966, took
part in many rescues on Lake Washington through the late 1980s.
The department sold the fireboat in 1991, when fire protection on the lake was turned over to
the King County Sheriff’s Department which operated a police boat containing water pumps.

News & Events
National Drive through Day

Hungry customers received curb service at

July 24th

Kenmore’s first drive-in restaurant, called
Ingram’s Drive Inn and later Victory Inn as
a tribute to the World War II effort. Les and
Mary Ogle took over the restaurant in 1942 on
Bothell Way just west of 68th NE.

Ingram's Drive-In

Share Your Memories
Kenmore Heritage Society Board Member,
Marella Alejandrino, shared that she has fond
memories as a child of going with her family to
the A&W drive-in to enjoy a burger and a
frosty mug of root beer. Email us a ThrowBack picture of your favorite Drive-In and
we'll send you a gift card to one of our local
favorites. khsarchives@gmail.com
Photo Courtesy of A&W Restaurants

Happy Anniversary ADA - July 26th
July 26 marks the 32nd anniversary of the
passing of the Americans with Disabilities
Act, or ADA. The ADA mandates that
qualified disabled individuals shall not be
excluded from participation in, denied the
benefit of, or be subjected to discrimination
under any program or activity.

Signed into Law 1990
The ADA is the first comprehensive civil
rights law that protects people with
disabilities from discrimination on the
basis of disability. It was passed almost
unanimously by the U.S. Congress and signed
into law by President George H.W. Bush on

UCLA Disabilities and Computing Program

July 26, 1990. The ADA is a companion civil
rights legislation with the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Learn
More

The City of Kenmore works to provide universal access to all areas covered by this significant
legislation (Kenmore ADA). It has active policies and programs in place to both comply with
ADA and to reach out to its population. For example, the City is currently gathering input via a
survey from residents and users of Kenmore's pedestrian facilities about any existing barriers to
accessibility, and to suggest priorities for making improvements. You can also report a concern
about City of Kenmore facilities at Kenmore-Report-A-Concern.

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore
Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities
include diverse positions such as
leading history hikes, holding story
hours for children, sharing history at
Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

Join our Board
We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to not
only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but also
CELEBRATE what is CURRENT TODAY and

pop-up museums, and leading custom
tours.

Get Involved

make it RELEVANT TO EVERYONE…”

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.
INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.
INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people, all
ages, across all boundaries – physical
or imagined.

Join Us

Website

Get Involved

News & Events

LOCATION
PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line
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