Make A
Donation

Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.
About Us
How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its history
through books, or stories shared at family
gatherings, but we bet they left out some of
the more interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Check out our website!

Welcome October
October Meteor Shower
Orionids are active every year in October,
usually peaking around October 20/21. At
its peak, up to 20 meteors are visible every

hour. They are the second meteor shower of
the month—the Draconids usually peak
around October 7 or 8.

Dust From Halley's Comet
The Orionid meteor shower is the second
meteor shower created by Comet Halley.
The Eta Aquarids in May is the other
meteor shower created by debris left by
Comet Halley. Halley takes around 76 years
to make a complete revolution around the
Sun. It will next be visible from Earth in
2061.
October was originally the eighth month of
the Roman calendar. It comes from the Latin
word "octo" meaning eight. Later, it became
the 10th month when January and February
were added to the Calendar.

Orionids are named after Orion, because
the meteors seem to emerge or radiate from
the same area in the sky as the
constellation.

OCTOBER ASTRONOMY &
THE MOON
The Hunter’s Moon, is 2022’s October full
moon. It rises near sunset on October 9.
The bright light west of the full moon is the
planet Jupiter.
When and where to look in 2022: Look for
the bright, round full moon rising in the east
shortly after sunset on October 9, glowing in
the south near midnight and dropping low in
the west before sunrise.

An artist’s depiction of the Leonid meteor shower in
1833 - Edmund Weiss

Share Your Thoughts Oct 12th
Join us for a special potluck and community meeting Oct 12, 6:30pm at the Kenmore Community
Club, 7304 NE 175th St, Kenmore. Bring a dish to share and your ideas for building a coalition to make
our Kenmore community stronger and more connected.
Three Kenmore non-profits: Kenmore Heritage Society, Arts of Kenmore and Kenmore
Community Club are working together to make a greater impact on our city, and we want to hear your
ideas and receive your input. The evening will start with a potluck with time for everyone to share a
dish, get to know the neighbors, followed by a presentation on coalition building.
Then it's your turn. We want to hear from people in the community about what they want to see
or have in Kenmore that would make living here even better. These could be arts, events,
educational opportunities, or just having more fun. Tell us what would motivate you to get more
involved in Kenmore.

Pioneer Kenmore Families
From Kenmore by the Lake, A Community History
The Anderson Family

Good Life of Stump Ranch

Lydia Anderson with the Anderson children in front of
rd
the home the family built on 73 Avenue NE. Lydia is
holding infant Mildred, author of this memoir.

Lydia and Harry Anderson later in their lives

Harry and Lydia Anderson arrived in
Bothell from Deer Lodge, Montana, in
1922 with their children: Ferne (Huber),
Harry Jr., Leslie, Doris, Ruth, Dick, and an
eleven-month-old baby girl, which was
me.
"My mom and dad rented a home in
Bothell, awaiting an opportunity to
purchase their own property. By about
1920, Puget Mill (Pope and Talbot) had
logged off most of their timberlands and

The family home was the first one on that
street other than a little summer cabin
owned by the Ragge family. The Ragges
conducted a Sunday School class in this
cabin for a few years beginning in about
1928.
Others followed our family to 73 rd Avenue
NE, including Sam Stuart plus the Knoble,
Hughes, and Adams families. Three rather
eccentric bachelors also became good
neighbors. They were Sam Pestoff (a
Russian), Fritz Fry, and a Mr. Benke.
Other early families were Nels and
Gudrun Johnson and daughter Arlene,

decided to sell tracts of the land. My
parents purchased a five-acre plot about a
mile north of Bothell Way on Lockwood
Road (73 rd Avenue NE) along Swamp
Creek. Appropriately enough, this type of
logged-off property was referred to as a
stump ranch.
My dad and my two oldest brothers, Harry
and Leslie, framed a house, and we
moved into our new home in the spring of
1923.

Walt and Anne Ekland and their children
Fred and Joanne, and the Terry family.
Another neighbor on 73 rd Avenue NE was
Grandpa Bell, who was from Canada. This
sweet little man had an old Ford truck that
ran through his garage many times
because he usually said “whoa” and it
didn’t."

Read More About the
Andersons

Back to the Future Day - October 21
Back to the Movies?
As we pull out of our long pandemic, brickand-mortar theaters are trying to draw
people back in. Did you know that
Kenmore once had a drive-in theater? It
launched in 1953 on the site of the then
Kenmore Village, with the motto, “See the
Stars under the Stars.”
The Kenmore Drive-in Theater (below)
entertained families as well as couples on
dates throughout the 1960s. When indoor
theaters and stereo sound systems took
over movie-goers’ preferences, Kenmore’s
open-air offerings dwindled, and in 1978 the
site was converted to a Metro park-and-ride
lot and apartment buildings.
For another peek at past cinema, Marty
McFly and Doc Brown were well known
partners in the 1985 sci-fi romp, Back to the
Future. In Part II these two characters,
played by Michael J. Fox and Christopher
Lloyd, time-travel to their future, to October
21, 2015

— and when that date actually arrived (in
real life), devotees established a “Back to
the Future Day,” commemorating its
30 th anniversary.
Since then, each year fans all over the world
have celebrated the film, its messages, and
its predictions.

More!

Haunted and Creepy Near Kenmore

Stimson Manor Haunting!
Chateau Ste. Michelle Winery Manor House was built on land once owned by lumber and dairy
baron Fredrick Stimson, and the early 1900s Stimson mansion still remains on the land. A folk
legend tells of Mr. Stimson’s affair with a servant named Elizabeth, who became pregnant.
When Mrs. Stimson found out, Elizabeth mysteriously “fell” down the stairs, and to this day
folks say Elizabeth haunts the place. Witnesses describe cold spots, eerie shadows and
unexplained noises along with electrical anomalies and flushing toilets.
Built on the 1912 estate owned by Seattle lumber baron Frederick Stimson, the winery’s roots date back to the Repeal of Prohibition.

Saint Edward Seminary
For quite some time, the 90,000-square-foot building was empty, occasionally being used as
a set for a horror movie or thriller. But it continued to decay until the Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission entered into an agreement with Daniels Realty
Development to completely restore the building.

The Lodge at St. Edward State Park is a
beautifully restored landmark building
peacefully tucked away in a lush 326-acre
forest, all set just a short walk from the
shores of spectacular Lake Washington.

Spooky Video Tour of St.
Ed's

Bothell Hell House
In a quaint suburb just north of Seattle lies
the Bothell Hell House. The ghosts in the
house are known to terrorize the residents
using any method they can, from cryptic
symbols written on the walls to holy books
being set ablaze in the middle of the night.
The haunts usually start small, with strange
noises and small objects disappearing here
and there. But they quickly escalate to lifethreatening occurrences when objects are
thrown across the room and smashed
against the walls. These ghosts aren’t
scared of anything; whether it be exorcisms
are large parties, they’ll make their presence
known. The only way to escape is to leave
the house, and even then, your safety is not
guaranteed.
Posted by blogger in Seattle Terrors

Link to Bothell/Kenmore
Reporter Article

The Rest of the Story ...

Periodically we receive an email or letter
in the KHS mailbox - or someone will find
us at an event - and ask for the story
behind a particular building, sign, or tall
tale they've heard about Kenmore.
This happened recently related to the
plaque pictured above, which is located at
the base of the flagpole at Inglewood Golf
Club - and identifies Walter Scott Brown
MD as the flagpole donor. Below is an

Walter Scott Brown MD

excerpt from a longer article about Doctor
Brown and his contributions to the medical
profession.

Who Was Walter Scott Brown MD?
Walter Scott Brown was a physician
and surgeon who practiced in Seattle,
Washington from 1932 to 1985. He was
the son of general surgeon and grew up in
an academically and financially supportive
environment. He established the W.S.
Brown Clinic in 1948. The clinic had a
fully equipped operating room and he
performed many outpatient procedures at
a time when most surgical procedures
required the patient to be hospitalized for
several days. Dr. Brown was a general
practitioner who transitioned to plastic
surgery without additional formal training.
He began his medical practice before the
American Board of Plastic Surgery first
offered certification in 1941. He had four
prime interests: (1) plastic surgery, (2)
business, (3) golf, and (4) effecting
positive change by providing
financial gifts and scholarships.

What's up with the Flagpole?
Walter Scott Brown had a passion for,
if not an addiction to, golf. He played
two and often three times a week. He had
beautiful hand crafted, hickory shafted,
mallet-head putters and was very skilled
in the short game. He was not a long
hitter. He was not very tall and not
athletically gifted. He played primarily at
Inglewood Golf Club. He donated the
funds to erect the Walter Scott Brown,
M.D. flagpole behind the 9th green at
Inglewood. This was the aiming point for
the tee shot, as the green was not visible
from the tee on this challenging dog leg
par 4 hole. He was also a member of
Glendale in Bellevue, and his home was
at Overlake Golf Club.

Valued His Friendships
Dr. Brown spent a lot of time at the golf
club playing cards, socializing, and
enjoying cocktails. He valued his
friendships and many times had business

He liked to reminisce about great
matches he had played. He said he was
once a 1 handicap and had shot as low as
a 66 at Inglewood. By the 1960s he shot
consistently in the mid-80s and lost many
more bets than he won. But he was
always good natured about his loses and
headed to the practice range to work on
his game after his matches to see if
improvements were possible. He liked to
talk with caddies at the club as he
practiced.
It became challenging over the years to
find players who would accept Dr. Brown
as a partner, but he would usually
guarantee any loss and the matches
continued. The quality of play was very
high, and several thousand dollars
changed hands on a typical day. It took a
couple of hours to figure out all the bets.
The caddies also might bet on the
outcome of the matches, and it was
common for caddies to run back and
forth between the groups to report the
outcomes of each hole and matches
were often “pressed” based on this
additional information

Photograph of Inglewood Caddy Tournament, 1966

Read More about Walter
Brown MD and his
incredible life!
Dr. Brown was helpful to his patients,
staff, friends, and others. He persevered
without much formal training and with
crippling arthritis over a very long medical
career. He would comment, though, that
the American Dream that simply stated
everyone could succeed if they just

interactions with other members. He was
generous with his tips. He had beautiful
leather shoes both for dress and for golf.
Dr. Brown had three identical sets of
customized MacGregor golf clubs at any
given time. He changed these with each
equipment upgrade. These clubs were
nonconforming with a high coefficient of
restitution allowing additional yardage.

worked hard was a myth. He felt that
there were life blocks for some that
precluded success no matter how hard
they tried. He said he felt blessed he had
the personal and professional elasticity to
overcome obstacles. A constant theme
from Walter Brown was ‘not everyone
had access to the same gifts but in a
perfect world all would.’

Unsolved Deaths in Old Kenmore
August 14, 1904: Find Body of
(George) Cliff - Remains Near
Mouth of Squak Sough

July 31, 1902: W. M. Valentine
Meets Death in Strange Accident (in
Kenmore)

Does that sound like a headline
appropriate for spooky October? As the
days get shorter and the nights get longer,
this month is the season for the telling of
scary stories, and sometimes of mysteries
that have never been completely explained.
Digging into old newspapers can reveal
intriguing stories about how people lived
in the past, including sensational or
tragic events. According to reports in the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer at the time,
Kenmore has a few unresolved cases that
are over 100 years old. Back then, each of
these untimely deaths generated
misgivings as to whether it was natural,
accident, or suspicious. Regardless of the
situation, citizens of Kenmore stepped up to
help with witness reports, search parties,
and theories.

September 17, 1908: Seattle Man’s Body Found Near Kenmore

Missing Middle Housing - Then and Now
What is missing middle
housing?
Have you ever strolled through
Boston or San Francisco and
noticed the quaint rowhouses
standing side by side? In other
areas there are bungalows,
duplexes, and courtyard
communities. Walking through such
neighborhoods that feature a rich
diversity of home types is
interesting and enjoyable.
In some areas, such diversity of
architecture is a thing of the past,
giving way instead to large
apartment complexes on main
thoroughfares and single-family
homes in neighborhoods.
All of these homes can be characterized as “missing middle” or “house-scale buildings with
multiple units in walkable neighborhoods” (https://missingmiddlehousing.com/about). They
are considered “missing” because these home types have dimished due to the single-family
zoning that began in the mid-1940s. They are “middle” because they occupy a density
designation between the high-rise apartment complex and the detached single-family home.

A Resurgence in “Missing Middle” Housing
Missing middle housing was common in the pre-WWII United States; however, new codes and
single-family zoning caused its decline. Changing times have initiated a desire for a variety of
housing choices. Opticos Design founder Daniel Parolek coined the phrase “missing middle” in
2010 as this time-honored housing type saw a resurgence and was re-introduced as a
sustainable way to provide more affordability, more density, more housing choices, and more
walkability to neighborhoods.

From seniors who want to downsize without leaving their neighborhood to millennials who seek
walkability and neighborhoods close to transit, missing middle housing is desirable to an
America that drives less than they did in the early 2000s and that wants to promote more
sustainable living options.

Read About Missing Middle Housing in
Kenmore

Happy Halloween
Ancient Origins

Did you know? One quarter of
all the candy sold annually in
the U.S. is purchased for
Halloween.

Did you know? More people,
especially millennials, are
buying costumes for their
pets. Twenty percent did so in
2018, up from 16 percent in
2017. "

Halloween is a holiday celebrated each year on
October 31. The tradition originated with the
ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when people
would light bonfires and wear costumes to ward
off ghosts. In the eighth century, Pope Gregory III
designated November 1 as a time to honor all
saints. Soon, All Saints Day incorporated some of
the traditions of Samhain. The evening before
was known as All Hallows Eve, and later
Halloween. Over time, Halloween evolved into a
day of activities like trick-or-treating, carving jacko-lanterns, festive gatherings, donning costumes
and eating treats.

Halloween Comes to America
The celebration of Halloween was extremely
limited in colonial New England because of the
rigid Protestant belief systems there. Halloween
was much more common in Maryland and the
southern colonies. As the beliefs and customs of
different European ethnic groups and the
American Indians meshed, a distinctly American
version of Halloween began to emerge. The first
celebrations included “play parties,” which were
public events held to celebrate the harvest.
Neighbors would share stories of the dead, tell
each other’s fortunes, dance and sing.
Colonial Halloween festivities also featured the
telling of ghost stories and mischief-making of all
kinds. By the middle of the 19th century, annual
autumn festivities were common, but Halloween
was not yet celebrated everywhere in the country.
In the second half of the 19th century, America
was flooded with new immigrants. These new
immigrants, especially the millions of Irish fleeing
the Irish Potato Famine, helped to popularize the
celebration of Halloween nationally.

History of Trick-or-Treating
Borrowing from European traditions, Americans
began to dress up in costumes and go house to
house asking for food or money, a practice that
eventually became today’s “trick-or-treat”
tradition. Young women believed that on
Halloween they could divine the name or
appearance of their future husband by doing
tricks with yarn, apple parings or mirrors.

Did you know the most
popular Halloween candy
tends to vary state-by-state,
overall, the top three
Halloween candies in 2019
were Skittles, Reese’s Cups,
and M&Ms!

New & Events
Kenmore Heritage Society welcomes a new contributor, Hannah Dougherty! Hannah will be
working on the KHS website Timeline, adding events to more comprehensively represent area
history.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

According to the National Breast Cancer Foundation (NBCF), one
out of every eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer at
some point in her life. In fact, the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) reports that 245,000 women are diagnosed with breast
cancer every year, and that more than 40,000 per year die.
What are the symptoms of breast cancer?
The most common symptoms of breast cancer include:
Changes in the size or shape of the breast
Pain in any area of the breast
An unusual discharge from the nipple, sometimes bloody
Any new lump in the breast or underarm area
If you notice any of these symptoms, contact your doctor
immediately. The sooner you’re diagnosed and treated for breast
cancer, the better your chances of survival.

Celebrate the
Winners
It's that time of year
again! Come see the
amazing photos taken
by friends, neighbors
and Charity Challenge
representatives.
We had a record
number of
submissions and are
excited to share the
winners!

Indigenous
Peoples' Day –
Monday October
10
Indigenous Peoples’ Day
celebrates, recognizes,
and honors the beautiful
traditions and cultures of
the Indigenous People,
not just in America, but
around the world. Their
way of life and culture
carries wisdom and
valuable insights into
how we can live life more

Native Americans pray at the beginning of a rally in Westlake Park in
Seattle in honor of Indigenous Peoples Day on Monday. After the rally,
the group marched through downtown Seattle from Westlake Park to
Seattle City Hall along 5th Avenue. (Ellen M. Banner / The Seattle

sustainably.

Times).

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore
Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
Do you like to tell stories? To explore history?
To renovate and maintain historic structures?
Kenmore Heritage Society welcomes you!

leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join our Board
We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE…

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.
INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.
INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people,
all ages, across all boundaries –
physical or imagined.

Join
Us

Website
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