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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.
About Us
How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its history
through books, or stories shared at family
gatherings, but we bet they left out some of the
more interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Check out our
website!

Fall is in the Air
Okay, we can understand if September gets
you a little bummed out. The summer is a
time for relaxation, celebration, and lounging in
the warm sun without a care in the world.

Fun and Wacky
Have fun with these strange celebrations
in September!

When September rolls around we’re still deep
in the summer groove, so going back to
school or work can be a shock to the
system.

September is National Happy Cat Month
September 11: National Hug Your
Hound Day
September 13: Kids Take Over the
Kitchen Day
September 19: International Talk Like
a Pirate Day
September 24: National
Punctuation Day

September is actually one of the most
awesome months on the calendar. The
weather is still lovely and warm. The fruits and
vegetables are at their peak. The leaves are
beginning to change color. And we get to see
our old friends who have maybe been away in
the summer months. You see, there’s lots to
celebrate about September.
To help you find your September groove,
here's a little Earth, Wind and Fire to get you
moving!

Earth, Wind & Fire's "September"
September in History

Do you remember the 21st night of
September?
Love was changing the minds of pretenders
While chasing the clouds away
Our hearts were ringing
In the key that our souls were singing.
As we danced in the night,
Remember how the stars stole the night away
Ba de ya - say do you remember
Ba de ya - dancing in September
Ba de ya - never was a cloudy day

September 5, 1774: The
1st Continental Congress was called
to order. Including delegates from all 13
American colonies, it served as the
governing body during the American
Revolution, from 1774 to 1789. Two
years later, on September 9, it changed
the name of the United Colonies to the
United States.
September 22, 1862: President
Abraham Lincoln issued
the Emancipation Proclamation,
which ended slavery in the territories
held by the Confederacy, effective
January 1, 1863. In spite of the ruling,
the Civil War would not end for another
year and a half after that.
September 1, 1939: In the early
morning hours of this day, Hitler
invaded Poland, starting World War
II in Europe. Der Führer called the move
a "defensive" retaliation against the
persecution of Germans in Poland.
September 5th, 1961: President John

Songwriters: Allee Willis, Maurice White, Al Mckay

F. Kennedy signed a hijacking bill,
making air piracy a federal crime.

Earth Wind and Fire September Video

9/11 Remembrance
“When Americans lend a hand to one another, nothing is impossible. We’re not
about what happened on 9/11. We’re about what happened on 9/12.”
—Jeff Parness, founder of New York Says Thank You
The September 11 attacks, often referred to as 9/11, were a series of four coordinated terrorist attacks by the
Wahhabi Islamist terrorist group al-Qaeda against the United States on the morning of Tuesday, September 11,
2001.

NORTHSHORE FIRE DEPARTMENT
REMEMBRS 9/11
Stop by the Northshore Fire Department to view a
piece of steel recovered from the Twin Towers in a
memorial display installed in the station lobby (7220
N.E. 181st St., Kenmore)

"Our station has 1 of only 18 artifacts in the State of
Washington. A section of steel girder recovered
from the rubble of the WTC in New York City is
dedicated to the memory of all whose lives were taken
in the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001. We
welcome your attendance in a silent viewing of our
memorial."

Kenmore's First Farmer's Market
August 31st marked the last day of a weekly, summer-long farmers
market at Kenmore’s Town Square. Visitors had a wide variety of
treasures available to purchase, including fresh fruits and veggies, breads
and pastries, flowers, and delicious prepared foods. Happy children
played and ran around the square while friends chatted. The scene was
one of community.

Origin of the Farmers Market
The USDA defines a farmers' market as a “multi-stall market at which farmer-producers sell
agricultural products directly to the general public at a central or fixed location.” Many cities
across the nation enjoy such markets during the summer months and you may wonder where
this tradition had its start. The origin of farmers markets can be traced back to Egypt over
5,000 years ago when farmers came together along the Nile River in order to sell their produce.
The first known farmers market in the United States appeared in Boston in 1634, long
before transportation of perishables became widely available. An important location for trade as
well as for social interaction, farmers markets remained popular until the early 1900s when they
began to disappear in favor of the variety and convenience of the grocery store.
A Farmers Market Resurgence
Though there were only six registered in all of California in 1948 when the USDA undertook its
first census of farmers markets, the 1970s saw a resurgence of these outdoor exchanges as
Americans became more health conscious. By the 2000s, farmers markets had begun to hit their
stride. The 2019 National Farmers Market Managers survey counted 8,140 markets across
the country and noted the following benefits for the farm vendors who participated:
●
●
●
●

67% increased overall production
33% increased the number of workers employed on the farm
Nearly 40% were able to sell imperfect products that would otherwise go unsold
77% diversified the types of agricultural products they grew

(https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2021/07/29/usda-celebrates-national-farmers-marketweek)
Good for the Farmer, Good for Us
Farmers markets provide benefits for the farmer, but also for the consumer who is able to buy
produce in season at its freshest and most nutritious. Farmers markets are also good for the
environment with local fare that does not need to be shipped long distances to reach the
consumer. Finally, farmers markets are good for the soul. Ask the children munching on
berries or cookies and running around the town square and they might not be able to quote
health statistics of locally grown fresh produce. They will, however, show you in their happy
faces the benefits of gathering and having fun with friends on a warm, summer afternoon.
Farmers markets are good for community.

National Grandparents Day - September 11
History of Grandparents Day
The roots of Grandparents Day go back to

On the first Sunday after Labor Day, we
celebrate National Grandparents Day. This
year the date falls on September 11. Like
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day we also have
a whole day dedicated to our grandparents.
Grandparents and children have a special
connection that is proven to both make
grandparents live longer, and also make
children more emotionally resilient.
Grandparents Day is an opportunity to
treasure that connection and spend some
quality family time together. It is a time to
honor grandparents, to give grandparents an
opportunity to show love for their children's
children, and to help children become aware
of the strength, information, and guidance
older people can offer.

The Role of Grandparents Has
Changed
No comprehensive historical analysis of the
role of grandparents in individual children's
lives has been attempted, but research on the
history of aging has addressed aspects of
grandparenthood in the past. Several
studies suggest that grandparenthood in North
America changed significantly from the
colonial period to the end of the twentieth
century. Although they differ with regard to the
chronology of the transition, these studies
argue that changes in the dominant cultural
images and in the material circumstances
of aging adults reduced the elderly from a
traditional position of authority and esteem
to one of obsolescence and dependence,
and eventually brought them independence
and autonomy. Furthermore, this
transformation also altered the emotional
condition of the aged, moving the balance
between respect and affection in

1956 and a West Virginia mother named
Marian McQuade. While helping to organize a
community celebration for those over 80, she
became aware of the many nursing home
residents who were forgotten by their families.
She wanted a holiday to bring attention to
these individuals and to honor all
grandparents. In 1973, West Virginia became
the first state to have such a day. McQuade
and other supporters of the holiday then
shifted their efforts to the national level,
achieving success in 1978.

3 Generations - 1890

Kinship Caregivers
Kinship Caregivers are relatives who step
in to raise a relative’s child outside of the
formal foster care system, when a biological
parent faces drug addiction, mental illness or
other challenges.
Out of the 43,000 in our state, the majority
are grandmothers raising their
grandchildren. Those seniors are one of the
only things standing in the way of our child
welfare system collapsing under the financial
strain of having to support tens of thousands
of children.
Far outside the two-comma income bracket
and relying largely on fixed incomes like Social
Security, kinship caregivers struggle at the
brink of economic survival as food,
clothing and healthcare costs spike due to
inflation.

intergenerational relationships toward a new
emphasis on LOVE and companionship
between parents and children, and thus
between grandparents and grandchildren.

3 Generations 1950

3 Generations 1938

The Purpose and Importance of Grandparents Day
(verywellfamily.com)
Grandparents - Early American Grandparents,
Grandparents, 18301920, Post1920 Grandparents,
Diversity and Grandparents, Conclusion - Encyclopedia
of Children and Childhood in History and Society
(faqs.org)
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/lets-showwe-truly-value-a-childs-life-by-supporting-grandparentsraising-younger-relatives

Kenmore Air

Founders: Soon after their return from World War II, aviation
mechanics Bob Munro and Reg Collins and pilot Jack Mines
establish Kenmore Air Harbor on 2.5 acres of a former swamp
Kenmore Air Headquarter in Kenmore
Photo taken by Arvin 8/1/22

next to Lake Washington. Munroe builds a 36-horsepower
airplane from the parts of wrecked planes and Kenmore Air is in
business.

Largest Seaplane Base in USA

Best-Known & Most Respected

Kenmore Air started in 1946, after three high
school friends reunited after World War II
founded it. However, business didn’t take off
until 1971 where Kenmore Air had a yearround contract with the federal government to
provide transportation among the naval bases
in the Northwest. In the 1980s, Kenmore Air
bought out Otter Air, a smaller company that
operated from Lake Union to Victoria Harbor in
British Columbia. In January 1993, Kenmore
Air acquired Lake Union Air Service, which

With 25 aircraft in operation, 52 pilots on staff
and more than 250 employees in peak
season, Kenmore Air is among the bestknown and most respected seaplane
operations in the world. They fly a wideranging mix of planes such as the de Havilland
Beavers, landing passengers on lakes and
harbors among the mist-shrouded inlets
and islands of the US and Canadian
northwest. To this day, Kenmore Air Harbor
pilots are providing transportation for more

was their main seaplane competitor in the
greater Seattle area. By 2001 the facility was
the largest seaplane base in the United
States, spread over five acres and home to
120 floatplanes.

than a hundred Puget Sound businesses,
numerous governmental agencies, and
vacationers, with operations throughout
Western Washington and British Columbia.

Fun Fact
Kenmore Water Carnival
The Kenmore Water Carnival was launched in
July 1949 to benefit the Kenmore Northeast
Youth Center. The four-day event along the
lakefront featured boat races, waterskiing,
water stunts, and cruises. Kenmore Air
Harbor seaplanes and North Seattle
Airpark planes staged stunt flying and an
air parade. The water carnival was staged
again in 1950 and 1953.

Famous actor Harrison Ford was filming “Six
Days, Seven Nights,” a romantic comedy that
also starred Anne Heche. Ford, needing a
plane in the film, got an old de Havilland
Beaver that was restored by Kenmore Air.
He liked it so much that he described it as a
phoenix, rising from the ashes of years of
mistreatment and neglect to become a
stunning surprise.

DID YOU KNOW?
There Was Once a Red Brick Road Through Kenmore
The American Hotel

Red Brick Road

Kenmore’s first hotel, the American, housed Greek and Italian

This postcard scene shows a vehicle traveling eastward in 1914

immigrant workers who, in 1913, laid the bricks for the road that

on the new brick road called Bothell Way. The only waterfront

became Bothell Way. Photo courtesy of the Bannister family.

industry visible at that time was McMaster Shingle Mill (left
background). Photo courtesy of Char Crawford

Roads Were Primitive or Nonexistent
For early Kenmore area settlers, roads were primitive or nonexistent. They relied heavily on the
waterways and later, the railroad, to get from place to place. From the late 1800s, however,
there always was a wagon road of sorts between Seattle and Bothell, passing through Kenmore.
The route wound its way from Eastlake on Lake Union to the north end of Lake Washington as a
rut-filled dirt road, often impassable even by horse and wagon.
When Bothell pioneer and local grocer, Gerhard Ericksen, became a state legislator, he
determined to do something about the road situation. He sponsored the passage of “good
road” laws in 1903. By 1909 the wagon trail from Seattle’s then north edge near Green Lake
had been upgraded and surfaced as far as Lake Forest Park with macadam, a durable mixture
of asphalt and gravel. First christened Ericksen Road, it later became known as Bothell

Boulevard. The rest of the old wagon road to Bothell was graded in 1911-1912.
In 1912, King County began experimenting with vitrified bricks from Renton brickyards,
seeking a permanent type of paving for the route from Lake Forest Park to Bothell. Trainloads of
red bricks were brought from Renton to a Kenmore-area siding near Swamp Creek. Road
builders obtained railroad ties from Lake City and cut them in half to help create a narrowgauge railroad from Lake Forest Park to the Wayne Curve just west of Bothell. This railway
was built to distribute bricks along the four miles of road from Lake Forest Park to Bothell.
The new road was built largely by immigrant Italian and Greek laborers. All bricks were laid by
hand, the workers kneeling to place the bricks, one at a time, and seal them with mortar.
Kenmore’s first hotel, the American, served as a bunkhouse for the crews. The hotel was
probably on the north side of the railroad tracks (generally east of the present-day Kenmore PreMix site).
Opening of the brick road from Lake Forest Park to Bothell, passing through Kenmore, was
completed in 1913-1914. On April 6, 1913, an article in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer welcomed
“the broad, permanent road finished in hard surfacing.”
The road took the same route traveled by early-day wagons that followed trails around Indian
Village (Lake Forest Park) to Squak Slough (Sammamish Slough) and east to Bothell. The road
is known to modern-day travelers as Lake City Way inside the Seattle city limits, and Bothell
Way for the remaining distance.
The brick road proved to be an economic boon to the Kenmore area. Automobiles replaced
horse-and-buggy travel and supplanted the rail lines in popularity. Families took Sunday drives
way out to Bothell, and cafes and roadhouses sprang up in Kenmore.
By 1934 the original roadbed was re-graded, a new base was prepared, and four lanes of
pavement were laid by 1939. The brick road disappeared.

Kids Take Over the Kitchen - September 13
National Kids Take Over the Kitchen
Day is celebrated every year on
September 13. It’s a special day for
children and adolescents to participate in
cooking alongside their parents or
guardians. Not only does it provide quality
time for parents and kids, but it also gives
them the perfect chance to learn one of
the most essential life skills — cooking!
goodthingsguy.com

History
Based on archeological evidence, the art of cooking has been present for over a million
years. Burnt bones and plant ashes found in the Wonderwerk Cave in South Africa point to the
evidence of human control of fire from a million years ago. Humans did little to prepare their
food as hunter-gatherers collected fruits and plants that don’t require cooking. The flesh of
animals was roasted or boiled, and the cooking process was very simplified.

The early form of the kitchen surfaced during the Paleolithic era, about 200,000 to 400,000
years ago. The focal point of homes, these open hearths merely consisted of stones piled in
a circle for building the fire. It wasn’t until around 200 years ago that the first partially
modern cook stove was invented. They were designed in the 1790s by Benjamin Thomson,
also known as Count Rumford. The stoves were essentially box-like brick structures with flat
tops, through which pots could be lowered to the fire.
From being a bare necessity for survival, cooking has now become elevated to the realm of
art and science, as new cooking techniques are invented, and experiments are performed with
the food we eat. There are millions of culinary institutions with the sole aim of teaching students
how to cook — and cook well!

How to Celebrate:
1. Get your little helpers to help out:Sit back and allow your little ones to make you a meal. Just make sure you
supervise! But if they’re too young to do so, let them be your little helpers.
2. Watch a cooking show: Ditch cartoons for the day and turn on a kids cooking competition. Allow your kids to
learn while being entertained.
3. Teach kids about the science of food: Take the chance to teach kids about the science of food and how it
affects our bodies. Categorize the meals you eat into the various classes of food, carbohydrates, proteins, fats,
vitamins, minerals, fiber, and water.

Good Food and Good
Times in Kenmore
In contrast to more staid pioneer
settlements, Kenmore gained a
name for hosting good food and
good times as early as the 1920s
and retained that reputation over
the next eighty years. The “good
food” renown originated with earlyday train and bus stops, which
called for meals on the run. The
1914 completion of the brick road
from Seattle to Bothell, followed
by the 1934 reconstruction of
Bothell Way and development of
a 1939 “super-highway” from
Seattle to Bothell, paved the way
for the nickname of Restaurant
Row that was given to Bothell Way.

My old Southern Home - Photo courtesy of WA archives, Puget Sound Regional
Branch

At one time, Restaurant Row stretched from the Jolly
Roger restaurant and speakeasy in Lake City, through
Kenmore, to the Blue Swallow in Bothell, site of the
present-day Yakima Fruit Market.
A popular stop for Sunday drivers in the 1930s along
Kenmore’s Restaurant Row was My Old Southern
Home, operated by Pearl Iverson. She advertised
chicken on toast for fifty cents at the restaurant at 78th
Avenue NE and Bothell Way.

Hispanic American History Recognized
Hispanic Americans are today identified by
the countries from which they or their
ancestors originated. This includes Mexico,
Puerto Rico and Spain.
This observation began in 1968 under
President Lyndon Johnson as Hispanic

Heritage Week. President Ronald Reagan
expanded it in 1988 to include a 30-day period
that started on September 15th and ended on
October 15. It was made law on August 17,
1988.
September 15 is set as the starting date for
the month as it is important for many
reasons. It is the independence anniversary
for Latin American countries El Salvador,
Guatemala, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and
Honduras. From here onwards, the
independence days of Mexico and Chile fall on
September 16 and September 18,
respectively. Dia de la Raza or Columbus Day
also falls within this month, on October 12.
Many Hispanic Americans can trace their
roots back to the cultures of the Americas’
indigenous peoples, including the Aztecs
(Mexico), Arawaks(Puerto Rico), Aztecs
(Mexico), Incas (South America), Maya
(Central America) and Tainos (in Cuba and
Puerto Rico).

Hispanic Americans have been integral to
the prosperity of the U.S. Their contributions
to the nation are immeasurable, and they
embody the best of American values. The
Hispanic-American community has left an
indelible mark on the U.S. culture and
economy.

Some of their roots can be traced back to
the Spanish explorers, who set out in the
1400s to find a cheaper and easier way to
trade with the Indies. Other Latinos can trace
their roots back to African slaves brought to
the New World.

https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.org/

Pacific Northwest Claimed for Spain - 1775
Bruno de Hezeta (Heceta) party lands on future Washington coast and claims
the Pacific Northwest for Spain on July 12, 1775.
By Antonio Sanchez, Posted 4/22/2004, HistoryLink.org Essay 5690

On July 12, 1775, Bruno de Hezeta, Juan Perez, and others from the Spanish ship Santiago land
on the shore of a wide bay and claim Nueva Galicia (the Pacific Northwest) for Spain. This is
the first European landing in the future state of Washington. The bay, later named Grenville
Bay, is located along the coast of what is now Grays Harbor County.

The Historic Landing
This 1775 Spanish expedition was undertaken on two ships, the Santiago, commanded by Bruno
de Hezeta, and the Sonora, commanded by Bodega y Quadro. The expedition had set out
from San Blas, Mexico, and the crews were mostly Mexican. Second in command on
the Santiago was Juan Perez, who in 1774 had commanded the Santiago in the first
European expedition to the Pacific Northwest.
On July 12, a select group of men from the Santiago -- the commander Bruno de Hezeta, Father
Benito de la Sierra, Don Cristobal Revilla, the surgeon Don Juan Gonzales, and Juan Perez -boarded the ship’s launch to conduct the formal act of possession. They successfully reached
the shore and became the first non-Indians to set foot on what is now Washington and

formally take possession of this land.
It could now be officially considered part of Mexico and part of the Kingdom of Spain. In a
ceremony, Hezeta named the landing spot Rada de Bucareli in honor of the Viceroy of
Spain at that time. As would be the trend to erase much of the Spanish nomenclature of this
area, it has since been renamed Grenville Bay. Approximately one hour after taking possession,
the small launch quickly returned to the safety of the larger ship. The act was a monumental
and historic event, but later that day the joys of that accomplishment were swept away by
the repercussions of having undertaken it.

A Tragic Occurrence
The Santiago moved off-shore by about a mile. From the Sonora, Bodega sent out a landing
party of seven able crewmen to obtain fresh water and cut firewood. As the small launch
reached land, Quinault warriors, who in previous encounters had seemed friendly, emerged
from the forest and massacred the seven crewmen. Bodega looked on in horror through his
spyglass but could do nothing. Tribesman then paddled out and attempted to board the
ship. Bodega ordered shots fired. Several of the Quinault were killed, and the Sonora escaped.
The two ships reconnoitered, and the captains decided to continue, without retaliation. In
commemoration of the unfortunate events that took place on that day, Bodega named the point
at the end of the bay, which we know as Point Grenville, "Punta de los Martires" (Point of the
Martyrs).

Just For Fun!
HistoryLink Tour
In a world where car is king, how can you
enjoy a day sans sedan? Discover your
community and see things you hadn’t noticed
before by cycling, walking, or taking the bus.
Kenmore is a great place to do all of these. In
fact you can start your own journey of
discovery by following the HistoryLink tour
outlined on the Kenmore Heritage Society
website.
This tour will lead you on a step-by-step
journey to many of Kenmore’s most significant
sites from City Hall to Rhododendron Park.

(https://historylink.tours/tour/kenmore/).
For each stop, the webpage gives interesting
details, historical facts, and directions to the
next place on the map.

Washington
means:
"Estate of a man
named Wassa"
Washington is the only
state in the union named
after a president.

George Washington's
family name comes from
a town in northeast
England.

State Name
Origins

New & Events
8th Annual Kenmore Fun Photo Contest - September 17th - 25th

See Previous
Winners

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore
Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its

programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

Join our Board
We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to not
only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but also
CELEBRATE what is CURRENT TODAY and
make it RELEVANT TO EVERYONE…

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.
INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.
INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people, all
ages, across all boundaries – physical
or imagined.

Join Us

Website

Get Involved
LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

News & Events

Making History

About Us

Drop Us A
Line







