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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

About Us

How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its
history through books, or stories
shared at family gatherings, but we
bet they left out some of the more
interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Read
More

 
Did you know that "February" is one of the most

misspelled words in the English language?

February isn't ALL about
Valentine's Day

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://www.pravoconstruction.com/request-a-consultation/
https://www.facebook.com/KenmoreHeritageSocietyArchives
https://www.instagram.com/kenmore_heritage_society/
https://www.youtube.com/user/KHSArchives
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/


This month is also about purification.
It’s a month to prepare for spring:
bringing the promise of longer days in
the Northern hemisphere.
February is the only month of the
year to have only 28 days (with the
exception of leap years of course).
It’s also the only month that can go
without having a full moon.

To Get to Seattle from Kenmore in the
1880s, You Rode the Squak!
From “Kenmore by the Lake,” Chapter 5, Transportation

The Squak

The Squak shoves off with a load of
passengers sometime in the late
1880s. The forty-foot scow ran daily
from Seattle’s Madison Park on Lake
Washington to service the lakeshore
and was the first passenger vessel to
operate on the Sammamish Slough.
The Squak carried passengers and
freight to Bothell, Woodinville,
Redmond, and Issaquah.

Photo courtesy of Puget Sound Maritime Historical Society

The first passenger vessel to operate on the Sammamish Slough between the north end of
Lake Washington and Lake Sammamish was the forty-foot scow Squak (christened after
another name for the lake and the slough: Squak Lake and Squak Slough). The Squak, built in
1884 for Captain J.C. O’Connor, was powered by a twelve-horsepower steam engine. The
noise of its twin screws probably accounted for its nickname, The Growler.

The Squak was a shallow-draft vessel, allowing it to navigate through the snags, sandbars, and
sunken logs of the waterway. Sometimes, in order to surmount mud or sandbars,
passengers and freight were moved to the stern, elevating the bow so Captain O’Connor
could run the boat up onto the obstruction. Then everyone would move to the bow, freeing the
stern to struggle over the obstacle.

With its square bow and stern, the Squak could nose into numerous riverbank locations without
needing a dock or regular landing site. Passengers and freight shared the flat open deck.  At
the rear of the deck was a wheelhouse and tiny cabin, where passengers would crowd inside
during bad weather.

The Squak departed from Seattle’s Madison Park on Lake Washington at 8 am and
arrived in Bothell about 2 pm. Passengers continuing upstream to Issaquah on Lake
Sammamish might arrive as late as 10 pm. (Today you could travel from Seattle to NYC in less
time!) Passengers might include people planning to visit relatives or attend a wedding.



Loggers going upstream toward Fall City and North Bend rode the Squak because there
was no other route of travel.

When business was slow, the Squak ran up the slough and snagged sunken logs and downed
timber for delivery to Kenmore, making a few dollars. The Squak traveled the waterway until
Christmas Day 1892, when a storm broke up the vessel while it was moored at Kirkland.

National Boy Scouts Day - February 8

https://www.firstcoastnews.com/article/news/local/finally-
jacksonville-7-year-old-first-girl-to-join-area-boy-scout-pack/77-

604326084

Inspired by and modeled after The Boy
Scouts Association, established by
Robert Baden-Powel in Britain in 1908,
the Boy Scouts of America was officially
incorporated in the United States on
February 8, 1910. February 8th still marks
the day we celebrate National Boy Scout
Day in honor of the organization that
continues to inspire youth around the world
to be “trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty,
brave, clean, and reverent.”

A Matter of Legend
American newspaper man and entrepreneur W. D.
Boyce was lost on a foggy London street when a
young man came to his aid and helped him back to his
hotel. Refusing any money for a tip, the boy explained
that he was merely doing his duty as a Boy Scout.
Upon Boyce’s request, the boy offered the address to
Scout headquarters where Boyce was able to learn
more about the program.

https://pabook.libraries.psu.edu/literary-
cultural-heritage-map-pa/bios/Boyce__William

"Dedicated to the unknown Boy Scout in England whose
good turn brought scouting to millions of American boys."

https://www.ohiostatehouse.org/galleries/media/boy-scouts-75th-
and-unknown-boy-scout-135838

Though some of the details of the story
vary, like the fog, Boyce was inspired by
what he saw in the helpful boy. When he
returned to the United States, he
applied for a congressional charter for
the Boy Scout organization.
Unfortunately, he withdrew the charter
after many delays.

​Eventually, with the help and
encouragement of Edgar M. Robinson,
Boyce was able to establish the Boy
Scouts as a national organization. The
first national BSA office was opened in
the 28th Street YMCA in New York City
on June 1, 1910.

Some Famous Boy Scouts



With lasting impacts on the lives of its participants, it is no surprise that the Boy Scout program
has fostered many influential people in our country’s history. Martin Luther King, Jr., the most
important voice of Civil Rights, was a member of Atlanta, Georgia’s Troop 151. Bill Gates,
business owner and philanthropist, notes that having to do hard things was an important lesson
he learned from Scouting. Other notable Scouts are Steven Spielberg, filmmaker, director,
and producer; Sam Walton, founder of Walmart; and Neil Armstrong, the first human to step
foot on the moon. Though traditionally for Boys only, the Scouting program is now open to
girls from kindergarten to age 20.
 
What is Scouting?
Traditional Scouting programs are operated by local chartering organizations, such as religious
institutions, clubs, civic associations, and educational organizations, which implement the
Scouting program for youth within their communities. These units are led entirely by volunteers
appointed by the chartering organization, who are supported by local councils using both
volunteers and paid professional staff.
 
How to Locate a Cub Scout Pack or Boy Scout Troop Near You
If you have a youth in your household who is interested in joining a Scouting group, follow
these steps to find a list of registered Scouting units near you:

1. Go to the https://beascout.scouting.org/
2. Locate the box labeled “FIND A SCOUTING UNIT NEAR YOU!”
3. Enter your zip code and click on the “FIND A UNIT” button.

​Do a Good Turn
If you are too old to join the Scouting program, you might consider volunteering to be an adult
mentor for one of the chartered groups. Even if your schedule does not allow for this
commitment to volunteering, you can follow the inspiration on which the Boy Scout program
was founded. The random act of kindness performed by the unknown Scout in London all
those years ago has spread like ripples to influence so many lives across the pond. This
February 8th see what ripples you might make by doing a good deed of your own.

Abe Lincoln Fun Facts

Abraham Lincon (February 12, 1809 – April 15, 1865) was an American lawyer,
politician, and statesman who served as the 16th president of the United
States from 1861 until his assassination in 1865. Lincoln led the Union through
the American Civil War to defend the nation as a constitutional union and
succeeded in abolishing slavery, bolstering the federal government, and
modernizing the U.S. economy.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln, https://www.ranker.com/list/whoa-abraham-lincoln-facts/mallory-weiler

Lincoln Created the Secret Service the Day He Was Assassinated  - Lincoln officially
signed the bill to instate the Secret Service on the morning of April 14, 1865. That night,
he was shot in his booth at Ford's Theatre while enjoying a play. Ironically, Booth was
able to get into a position to take out the president because his security detail had left his
post.
Lincoln Was A Fan Of His Assailant  - Lincoln was in attendance regularly at Ford's
Theatre, where John Wilkes Booth acted. At one point, Booth gave such a great
performance that Lincoln sent a note backstage inviting him to come to the White House.
He Could Have Been Part of The Donner Party - The Donner Party departed from
Springfield, and Lincoln desperately wanted to join them on their expedition, but his wife
was pregnant, and they already had a toddler. Thus, they chose not to go on the ill-fated
trip.
He Was An Accomplished Wrestler  - Before Abraham Lincoln was president, he was a

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_(American_Civil_War)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_government_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._economy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
https://www.ranker.com/list/whoa-abraham-lincoln-facts/mallory-weiler
https://time.com/3774327/lincoln-history-secret-service/
http://civilwarsaga.com/abraham-lincoln-was-a-fan-of-john-wilkes-booth/#:~:text=Although John Wilkes Booth is,watching perform at Ford's Theater.&text=%E2%80%9CLincoln was an admirer of the man who assassinated him.
https://www.sj-r.com/news/20170613/author-lincoln-considered-joining-donner-party
https://www.sj-r.com/news/20170613/author-lincoln-considered-joining-donner-party


very accomplished wrestler. He was active in the wrestling world of Illinois from ages 19
to 29. He was never renowned nationwide, but he was definitely noteworthy. He is
documented heavily on the National Wrestling Hall of Fame site.
He Had A High-Pitched Voice - Lincoln is often depicted in movies as a large man with
a deep voice. However, according to a man who has done extensive research on the
former president, one of the only things he can say for certain is that Lincoln's voice
was much higher than we expect. He did make a point to say that it wasn't squeaky, but
instead "carried beautifully over a crowd."

Happy Valentines Day!

The oldest Valentine that still exists is a poem written in 1415  by Charles, Duke of
Orleans, to his wife while imprisoned in the Tower of London, per History. That note now
resides in the British Library in London. By the middle of the 18th century, it was a common
practice for friends and lovers to give tokens of affection or handwritten notes to mark the
holiday, as History explains, with printed cards commonly replacing letters by 1900. In the
United States, Esther A. Howland is thought to have popularized the ornate and
elaborate creations we associate with Valentine's when she made and sold such cards
in the 1840s.

A Short History of Valentine's
Day

Remembrance Day - February 19

A Solemn Date

February 19 is a solemn
date for those of Japanese

https://nwhof.org/stillwater/resources-library/history/wrestling-in-the-usa/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/ask-an-expert-what-did-abraham-lincolns-voice-sound-like-13446201/
https://www.grunge.com/315355/a-short-history-of-valentines-day/


Photo from https://www.historylink.org/file/231 Posting of Japanese Exclusion
Order (No. 17, dated April 24, 1942), Seattle, 1942 Social Trends in Seattle Vol 14
(Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1944)

American heritage. On this
date in 1942, while World
War II was raging,
President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued
Executive Order 9066,
authorizing the U.S. Army
to remove Japanese
civilians from “military
zones” that were
designated in Washington,
Oregon, and California.

Relocation

What followed was the forced relocation of more than 120,000 Americans of Japanese
ancestry living on the West Coast, half of whom were children. These families were stripped of
their jobs, their homes, their property, and in many cases their savings, and were incarcerated
in one of ten desolate camps around the country for up to 4 years. Despite the fear of possible
collaboration with the enemies of the U.S., including espionage or sabotage, no Japanese
person was ever charged with any such crime. To further stoke anxiety and division,
“patriotic” campaigns were launched including both news media blasts and government
propaganda that disparaged those with the “face of the enemy.” Concurrently, and with little
public recognition at the time, 33,000 Japanese Americans served in the U.S. Army during
WWII.

Temporary Assembly Center in Puyallup, Washington (Library
of Congress Print & Photo Div., LC-USZ6-1654).

Photo: Seattle Museum of History and Industry
Downloaded from: https://seattlemag.com/article/seattle-

remembers-japanese-internment (2012)

Civil Liberties Act

In 1988, 43 years after the internment ended, President Ronald Reagan signed the Civil
Liberties Act, which acknowledged the violation of Japanese Americans’ constitutional
rights. While it did not cover the severe personal and financial losses incurred by hundreds of
thousands of Japanese Americans whose livelihoods, communities, and legacies were

https://www.historylink.org/file/231
https://seattlemag.com/article/seattle-remembers-japanese-internment


affected, the U.S. government formally apologized and paid $20,000 to each internment
survivor.

The Washington State Historical Society - 2023 Day of Remembrance
Resilience – A Sansei Sense of Legacy exhibition opening - Thursday, February 16, 6:00-8:00 PM - FREE

2023 DAY OF REMEMBRANCE RESILIENCE – A SANSEI
SENSE OF LEGACY EXHIBITION OPENING

Check out Densho: Preserving stories of the past for the
generations of tomorrow. Densho documents the testimonies of
Japanese Americans who were unjustly incarcerated during
World War II before their memories are extinguished. 

Learn More About
Densho

“Go for Broke”: Japanese
American Soldiers of WWII
stamp (U.S. Postal Service,

2021)

United States War Department
(United States National

Archives) [Public Domain], via
Wikimedia Commons

 

Black History Month

He chose the second week of
February, bracketing the birthdays
of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick
Douglass—both men being
symbols of American freedom. By
the 1960s, after decades of work by
Woodson and the ASALH, Negro
History Week had evolved into “Black
History Month.”

In 1976, President Gerald
Ford challenged the nation to “seize
the opportunity to honor the too-often

https://www.washingtonhistory.org/event/2023-day-of-remembrance/#:~:text=2023 Day of Remembrance Resilience %E2%80%93 A Sansei,exhibition opening Dates%3A Feb 16%2C 6%3A00pm - 8%3A00pm
https://densho.org/about-densho/


Carter G Woodson 1875-1960 (Wikicommons)

February is Black History Month

The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was
established on February 12, 1909,

commemorating the 100th anniversary of the birth
of Abraham Lincoln. Dr. Carter G. Woodson,
founder of the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History (ASALH), first
established “Negro History Week” in 1915.

neglected accomplishments of Black
Americans in every area of endeavor
throughout our history.”

​Black History Month continues to
honor the contributions and legacy
of African Americans across U.S.
history and society—from activists and
civil rights pioneers to leaders in
industry, politics, science, culture, and
more. Since 1976, every American
president has designated February
as Black History Month and
endorsed an annual theme.

image: asalh.org

The Black History Month theme for 2023 is “Black Resistance,” and delves into how
"African Americans have resisted historic and ongoing oppression, in all forms, especially the
racial terrorism of lynching, racial pogroms and police killings" (asalh.org), since the foundation
of our country. 

Last year, the City of Kenmore officially embraced Black History Month as part of its
“commitment to celebrating diversity, protecting the civil rights of all people, and dismantling
systemic racism at a local level,” as a year-round priority. The City’s proclamation declares
that:
“Black History Month recognizes and pays tribute to the many enhancements and
advancements that Black and African Americans have contributed to our history, society, and
culture, both nationally and locally. It also recognizes the discrimination and cruelties that Black
and African Americans have continuously faced while shaping our society and strengthening
our nation. Black History Month summons every member of the Kenmore community to build

https://asalh.org/black-history-themes/


on togetherness and cultural awareness, while celebrating Kenmore’s diversity and
intersectionality.”

How can we learn and get involved? Here are 8 ways (details at salesforce.org):
1.     Learn about noteworthy black figures and their contributions
2.     Support and learn about black women
3.     Donate to charities that support anti-racism equity and equality
4.     Purchase, read, and share books by black authors
5.     Listen to or read “the 1619 project” by the New York Times
6.     Participate in online events
7.     Attend virtual black history month celebrations
8.     Support Black-owned businesses

Here are some opportunities in our area. Keep an eye out as they update their events and
announcements in early February:

Attend exhibits and events at the Northwest African American Museum 
Support local Black-owned businesses and organizations
Celebrate Black literature, media, and art
Donate to or volunteer at the Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle

 
Sources: history.com, asalh.org, City of Kenmore, salesforce.org

Merceedees (1913-2000)

Merceedees Walton (1913-2000)
Courtesy Rebecca Pirtle
This essay made possible by: Seattle Office of
Arts & Culture King County

Find out about her Bothell
connection  Historylink.com

Music ~ Military & Mink Farming in
Bothell

Seattle was graced throughout the 1950s by the
presence of an extremely elegant and popular local
chanteuse who billed herself simply as
"Merceedees." Born Mercedes Welcker, she was a
piano-playing Chicago teen who moved at a young
age to New York City and went on to compose a
song recorded by big-time artists like the Glenn
Miller and Jimmy Dorsey orchestras.

Merceedees came to Seattle as a World War II
veteran in 1949 and her citywide popularity as an
African American performer soon played a
significant role in narrowing the cultural chasm
between various racial communities. Pretty,
glamorous, smart, and musically talented, she
quickly scored her own Music with
Merceedees show on early television station
KING-TV and then a weekly radio program on
KING-AM.

Her star rose further with a regular gig at the
swanky Sorrento Hotel and a recording contract
with Seattle's pioneering Linden Records. Ever
ambitious, she also built and ran a recording studio
and founded her own Gold Seal publishing company
and record label. But life's challenges wore on her,

https://www.salesforce.org/blog/8-ways-to-honor-black-history-month/
https://www.naamnw.org/
https://www.seattlechamber.com/news/2022/02/03/community-news/how-you-can-honor-black-history-month-in-2022/
https://www.seattlechamber.com/news/2022/02/03/community-news/how-you-can-honor-black-history-month-in-2022/
https://urbanleague.org/
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-month
https://asalh.org/about-us/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAKENMORE/bulletins/3093e43
https://www.salesforce.org/blog/8-ways-to-honor-black-history-month/
https://historylink.org/File/20187


and Merceedees Walton ended up living alone in
squalor during her final years.

Go for the Gold in March

Mark your calendar ...

Follow the clues to the end of the
rainbow and Leprechaun GOLD with
Kenmore Heritage Society’s Pot
O’Gold QR Code Scavenger Hunt.

The Pot O'Gold Scavenger Hunt
runs from March 11th to the
weekend just after Saint Patrick’s
Day, ending on March 19th.

The Hunt will start at Kenmore City
Hall - 18120 68th Ave NE

Learn about Kenmore's history as you
support local businesses and
compete to win a Pot of Gold!

​QR Codes placed around Kenmore guide you on
your quest for GOLD.

New & Events

National Freedom Day| 1 Feb

National Freedom Day, February 1, celebrates the signing by
Abraham Lincoln of a joint House and Senate resolution that
later became the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The 13th Amendment abolished slavery and involuntary
servitude, except as punishment for a crime. President Lincoln
signed the Amendment on February 1, 1865, although it was not
ratified by the states until later.
Learn More

Learn about National Freedom
Day

Groundhog Day & Trivia | 1 Feb

Will our furry Phil see his shadow this year? Will we be in for 6

more weeks of winter? We’ll find out on February 2nd.

There’s a lot more to know about Groundhog Day! Try your hand
at the following trivia quiz, then impress your friends on your next
ZOOM call. 
Take the Quiz

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/February_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Involuntary_servitude
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penal_labor_in_the_United_States
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/national-freedom-day-february-1/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/national-freedom-day-february-1/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/groundhog-day-trivia-1-feb/


Test Your Ground Hog Day Knowledge -
Quiz

Valentine's Day | 14 Feb

While it will come as no surprise that people
exchange a lot of gifts and spend an exorbitant
amount of money on Valentine’s Day, the actual
numbers may just blow your mind.

The highest dollar category of Valentine’s
Day spending is jewelry, which accounted
for $4.1 billion in 2021.

In 2021, men were projected to spend
approximately $231 per person, while
women were expected to spend $101.

Candy is the most popular Valentine’s Day
gift, with 54% of participants planning to
buy sweets in 2021. This comes out to
around $2 billion in spending.

Americans purchase in the ballpark 58
million pounds of chocolate for
Valentine’s Day.

Not including classroom valentines,
approximately 145 million Valentine’s Day
cards were exchanged in 2019.

First Fat Tuesday | 14 Feb (1977)
This year it falls on February 21st

On February 14, 1977, Seattle's first Fat
Tuesday, a Mardi Gras festival, opens in Pioneer
Square. Although no public events are planned
for that Monday, merchants busy themselves
decorating their premises with bunting and
balloons and One Reel Vaudeville erects its vast
red-and-white tent. Despite the lack of planned
events, festival goers begin to arrive and, by
lunchtime, costumed revelers and street
performers crowd the streets.

Read More - Mardi
Gras First Fat Tuesday poster, 1977 - Courtesy Marie

McCaffrey
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