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Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

“Wbcrcvcr you go and whatever you c/o, may the luck of the /17'5/7

be there with gou. 7

Mark your calendar ...

Follow the clues to the end of the rainbow
and Leprechaun GOLD with Kenmore
Heritage Society’s Pot O’Gold QR Code
Scavenger Hunt.

The Pot O'Gold Scavenger Hunt runs from
March 11th to the weekend just after Saint
Patrick’s Day, ending on March 19th.

The Hunt will start at Kenmore City Hall -
18120 68th Ave NE

Take me to the

Hunt!

QR Codes placed around Kenmore guide you
on your quest for GOLD. Learn about
Kenmore's history as you support local
businesses and earn contest entries with this
family friendly event.

QR CODE SCAVENGER HUNT

FAMILY FRIENDLY FUN & PRIZ
SPONSORED BY KENMORE HERITAGE SOCIETY
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March 2"9- National Read Across America Day &

Dr. Seuss’s Birthday!

READ ACROSS
AMERICA DAY"

We all know the importance of reading,
whether it’s to exercise the brain, improve
literacy, reduce stress or to just have fun.
The entire month of March is National
Reading month. March 2"9 is National Read
across America Day as well as the birthday of
the beloved children’s book author Dr. Suess.
This day was established in 1998 not only to
celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday every year but
to have teachers, parents, students and
communities come together to promote and
celebrate the joy of reading.

Many people use March 2nd to not only read
books by Dr. Seuss but also to celebrate with
Seuss-themed snacks (think green eggs and
ham & butter side down toast) as well as
dressing up like some of his book’s
characters.

A fun fact about Dr. Suess is that his book
Green Eggs and Ham was written on a
$50.00 bet that he had with his publisher who
challenged him to write a book using 50
words or less.

Dr. Seuss wrote 60 children’s books before
he passed away at the age of 87 in 1991 and
those books have sold more than 600 million
copies. “The more that you read, the more
things you will know. The more that you learn,

the more places you'll go.” — Dr. S

Habitat Restoration

Working for a Better Habitat

This is the story of an unlikely villain and
an unlikely hero. Both were transplanted
from unfamiliar climes. One pushes out

diversity, the other is helping it to thrive.

Like many stories, this one begins many
years ago.

A Strange, New Breed

In the Pacific Northwest, blackberries are
a common sight along freeways, in parks,
and along waterways. Birds and other
animals spread the seeds far and wide.
But this invasive menace was not always
such a ubiquitous part of our landscape.

In a time when industrialization was

An Unlikely Local Hero

Though she grew up far from the shores of
the Pacific Northwest, Tracy Banaszynski,
Kenmore resident since 2016, has
become a slayer of blackberries and a
hero for the restoration of salmon habitat.

She grew up in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. After
earning a PhD in social psychology at
Yale University, Tracy moved to Seattle
and studied art at the Gage Academy of
Arts for four years and in New York City

for two years. She came back to Seattle




creating a new middle class and when
people were moving from rural areas to
towns and cities, an eccentric man with no
formal training was working to create
strange and wonderful new plants to bring
delicious, fresh produce to the growing
urban economy. His name was Luther
Burbank.

Learn about Burbank’s experimental

plants & unintended consequences!

soon after and gave birth to her son, who
“cracked my heart open in a big way,”
Tracy said. She believed that nurturing her
son was the most important thing that she
could do. “I threw myself into being a
parent,” Tracy said.

Learn more about Tracy - Kenmore's own

"eco-cocreator”

"Mind Your Own Bees Wax"

Today, beeswax is a common ingredient in cosmetic products,
but ancient societies were the first to discover the benefits of
beeswax-based cosmetics. In China, beeswax was used as
an ingredient in nail polish as far back as 5500 years

ago! The ancient Egyptians used beeswax in hair products,
and possibly in solid perfumes, as well.

In past times, personal hygiene left much room for improvement. As a result, many women and
men developed acne scars by adulthood. The women would spread bees’ wax over their
facial skin to smooth out their complexions. When they were speaking to each other, if a
woman began to stare at another woman's face, she was told, 'mind your own bee's
wax." Should the woman smile, the wax would crack. Hence the term ‘crack a smile.’ In
addition, when they sat too close to the fire, the wax would melt. Therefore, the expression

'losing face.’

First Sammamish Slough Race is held on March 4, 1934

v

Motorboat, Sammamish Slough Race, Redmond, April 9,
1952 Photo by Stuart Hertz, Courtesy MOHAI (P126528)

Within a few years the motorboat race will
grow into a large annual affair, attended by
tens of thousands who marvel at the thrills
and spills the racers experience on the
slough's 63 curves. The race will lose part
of its pizazz when the river is dredged
and straightened in the mid-1960s and
will come to an end after an accident in
the 1976 race in which a spectator is
injured.

Thirteen Miles, 63 Curves

During the early years of non-Native
settlement in the 1870s and 1880s, the
Sammamish River (also known as the
Sammamish Slough) was the primary
transportation route from Lake Washington
and Lake Sammamish to Bothell and
Woodinville, located along the river between
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Sammamish Slough Race, April 10, 1960
Courtesy MOHAI (1986.5.13801)

Boat racing under bridge, Sammamish Slough, April 9, 1961
Photo by Bob Miller, Courtesy MOHAI (2002.46.6)

On March 4, 1934, the first Sammamish
Slough Race is held on the Sammamish
River, which flows from Redmond on Lake
Sammamish to Kenmore on Lake
Washington in northern King County. Jack
Colcock wins with an average speed of
about 26 miles per hour.

the north ends of the two lakes.

Even after the railroad arrived in the late
1880s, steamboats continued to ply the
narrow, twisting river until 1916. Once
steamboat traffic ended there were no
doubt informal boat races up and down
the slough, but the first official race didn't
happen until 1934, when the Seattle
Outboard Association put on what The
Seattle Times billed as the Lake
Washington-Lake Sammamish Weekend
Steeplechase.

At least eight boats participated in the first
race on Sunday, March 4, 1934, which ran
from Brown's Boathouse at Madison Park
on Seattle's Lake Washington shoreline to
Kenmore and through the slough to
Gateway Grove (later Idylwood Park) on the
northwestern end of Lake Sammamish,
approximately 20 miles away. Jack Colcock
of Seattle won the race in a "remarkable
time of 46 minutes flat" ("Lake-to-Lake ...").
It was all such fun that the association
hosted another race on April 14, this
time called the Sammamish Slough
Race. A dozen racers participated, but
only five finished.

Read More about the First Race on HistoryLink.org

HomeStreet Bank Cup

August 4-6, 2023

Tickets and Logboom will go on sale in late February
Winning the HomeStreet Bank Cup is the goal of every team
competing in the world’s fastest racing boats, and there is no better

R
sedfair

place or time to host that competition than the iconic Seafair Festival

Weekend. Whether you are spectating near the shores of Lake
Washington or from the Seafair Log Boom, you are in for a special

Hydros
in 2023

treat. The excitement of hydroplanes racing at over 220 MPH is
unbelievable. Not to mention you might get a little wet if you get too

close!

March is Women's History Month
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“Celebrating Women Who Tell Our Stories”

Top: Toni Morrison, Maxine Hong Kingston, Jovita Idar, Maya Angelou - Middle: Gerda Lerner, Gloria Steinem,

Winona La Duke, Lillian Hellman - Bottom: Betty Soskin, Willa Cather, Gertrude Stein, Marjory Stoneman Douglas

It started out as “Women’s History Day” in
Sonoma, California, in 1978. Subsequently,
campaigns promoted by historian Gerda
Lerner and then by the National Women’s
History Alliance helped to transform it into a
national week (1980) and then a month (1987).
Following the lead of the United States, at least
30 countries have followed suit since then to
declare March as “Women’s History Month,”
with a shared purpose of highlighting the
contributions of women to events across
history and in contemporary society.

The 2023 National Women’s History Theme
“Celebrating Women Who Tell Our Stories”

Throughout 2023, the National Women’s
History Alliance (NWHA) will encourage
recognition of women, past and present, who
have been active in all forms of media and
storytelling including print, radio, TV, stage,
screen, blogs, podcasts, and more.

The timely theme honors women in every
community who have devoted their lives
and talents to producing art, pursuing
truth, and reflecting the human condition
decade after decade.

From the earliest storytellers through
pioneering journalists, our experiences
have been captured by a wide variety of
artists and teachers. These include
authors, songwriters, scholars,
playwrights, performers, and
grandmothers throughout time.

Women have long been instrumental in
passing on our heritage in word and in
print to communicate the lessons of those
who came before us. Women's stories,
and the larger human story, expand our
understanding and strengthen our
connections with each other.

Ways to Celebrate Women’s History Month

e Support women-owned businesses

e Mentor a girl or fellow woman

e \Write a thank you note to a woman who
inspires you

e Spread awareness through social media

Support a women’s nonprofit
Support women authors and artists
Join a women’s volunteer club

Host an event to celebrate women in
your community



The Evidence is Still Here

From “Kenmore by the Lake,” Chapter 4, Timber

Over the years, residents of Kenmore have
found well-preserved cedar logs in local
waterways and perhaps wondered where
they came from.

The Charles Droge family moved into their
new home on Pontius Road (present-day

8oth Avenue NE) in 1960. A branch of
Swamp Creek ran behind the property.
When Droge was cleaning up the area, he
found good cedar logs, sixteen to twenty
feet long, in the creek. He split the logs and
had enough timber to build a split-rail fence.

An old friend of the family, Lou Herzog from
Shelton, dropped by one day to see the new
home. Herzog told the Droges he had been
a logger in the area sometime around 1915,
and he said a railroad logging spur had
crossed the creek behind the Droge
property.

The railroad builders had placed cedar
logs in the creek as a foundation for the
track that served the logging operation.
Water continued to flow through and around
the logs; and because cedar is relatively rot-
resistant, the logs were still in good
condition in 1960 after having been
submerged in the creek for nearly half a
century.

Herzog said there were shacks for the
workers near the railroad spur. The shacks
were on skids so they could be moved
easily from one location to another. This
explained why Droge found so many broken
bottles and jugs around the creek area.
Presumably the men living in the shacks
drank wine and whiskey for relaxation and
then tossed the empty bottles into the creek.

Stories from

Kenmone by the Lake

Kenmore's Award-Winning History Book

Kenmare by the Lake



National Take a Walk in the Park Day on March 30th each year encourages us to stretch our
legs on our favorite trail or at our neighborhood park ... this is the perfect day to check out
Rhododendron Park which boasts over 1600 varieties of the species to enjoy. In addition to
amazing vegetation, the park features two play areas, basketball court, picnic shelter,
restrooms, large green space, and a walkway providing access to the Sammamish River.

History of Rhody
Park

Welcome to Spring when we embrace
warmer weather, budding vegetation, and
chirping birds. We also observe the start of
daylight saving time (DST). At 2:00 AM, on
the second Sunday in March every year, we
make our clocks “spring forward” to 3:00 AM.
Daylight saving time stays in place until the
first Sunday in November, when clocks “fall
back” again.

Why do we do this?

The goal is to maximize the use of sunlight in the Northern
Hemisphere between the spring and fall. By “springing
forward” people add an hour of light to the end of their
day.

Who thought this up?

Benjamin Franklin may have started a trend with a letter he
wrote to the Journal de Paris in 1784. He noted the excess
of morning light before people even got up and suggested
that if time could change the city might save an “immense
sum” in candle usage. An advocate for a similar idea was
George Hudson, an entomologist from New Zealand, who in
1895 proposed that a two-hour time shift would allow more
daylight for bug hunting. William Willett put a similar idea in
front England's Parliament with his 1907 pamphlet “Waste of
Daylight.”

When did DST begin in the US?
DST was ushered into the US on March 31, 1918, with the Standard Time Act, a wartime
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measure for seven months during World War | in the interest of adding more daylight hours to
conserve energy resources. Year-round DST, or "War Time," was implemented again during
World War 1.

More About Daylight

Savings

Are we ever going to just stay on DST?

In 2022, the United States Senate unanimously passed a bill called the Sunshine
Protection Act, to make Daylight Saving Time permanent. The House of Representatives
must still pass the bill before it can go to President Joe Biden to sign. If enacted, this bill would
take effect starting in November 2023. Stay Tuned!

New & Events

Scavenger Hunt | 11 March

The Pot O'Gold Scavenger Hunt runs from March 11th to the
weekend just after Saint Patrick’s Day, ending on March 19th.

The Hunt will start at Kenmore City Hall - 18120 68th Ave NE

Pi Day | 14 March

¢ PiDay is an annual celebration of the mathematical
constant 1 (pi)

e On March 12, 2009, the US House of
Representatives passed a non-binding resolution
recognizing March 14, 2009 as National Pi Day.

e Founded in 1988 by physicist Larry Shaw, March 14
was selected as Pi Day because the numerical date
(3.14) represents the first three digits of pi. It also
happens to be Albert Einstein's birthday.

e Divide any circle's circumference by its diameter; the
answer (whether for a pie plate or a planet) is always approximately 3.14, a number we
represent with the Greek letter 1.

e The first calculation of pi was done by Archimedes of Syracuse (287-212), an ancient
Greek mathematician and astronomer. He calculated the area of a circle with the use of
the Pythagorean Theorem.

e Pi Day has been observed in many ways, including eating pie, throwing pies, and
discussing the significance of the number 1.

e Since its discovery, pi has been used every day. Some historians even debate whether
pi was used to construct the ancient Pyramids of Giza because the structures are nearly
perfect geometrically.

Saint Patrick Day | 17 March

St. Patrick’s Day, feast day (March 17) of St. Patrick, patron
saint of Ireland. Born in Roman Britain in the late 4th century,
he was kidnapped at the age of 16 and taken to Ireland as a
slave. He escaped but returned about 432 CE to convert the
Irish to Christianity. By the time of his death on March 17, 461,
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he had established monasteries, churches, and schools.

Many legends grew up around him—for example, that he drove
the snakes out of Ireland and used the shamrock to explain

the Trinity. Ireland came to celebrate his day with religious
services and feasts. Saint Patrick's Day is celebrated on
Thursday, March 17, 2022.

Equinox Earth Day, First Day of Spring
| 20 March

Spring, also known as springtime, is one of the
four temperate seasons, succeeding winter and
preceding summer.

When it is spring in the Northern Hemisphere, it is autumn in -
the Southern Hemisphere and vice versa. At the spring (or
vernal) equinox, days and nights are approximately twelve hours
long, with daytime length increasing and nighttime length

decreasing as the season progresses. m

Start of Ramadan | 22 March
March 22 marks the start of Ramadan, which begins at
sundown on that day.

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar. It
is considered a holy month that honors the time when
Allah, via the angel Gabriel, revealed the first verses of

https://www.almanac.com/content/when-start- the Qur’an, the hon book of Islam, to a caravan trader
ramadan named Muhammad.
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