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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

About Us

How much do you really know about

Kenmore? You may have learned its history

through books, or stories shared at family

gatherings, but we bet they left out some of

the more interesting and colorful history of

Kenmore’s past.

Check out our website!

Happy 25th Birthday Kenmore
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Learn More: City of Kenmore - 25th Anniversary
Celebration

KHS Hosts the Beer Garden - Aug. 26th
Stop by for trivia, games, fun and prizes!

https://www.kenmorewa.gov/our-city/special-events/25th-anniversary-celebration


Incorporation at Last

Between 1950 and 1970, voters were asked six times whether they wanted to incorporate
their community, but each time they voted no. But by the 1990s, the complexities of
community development had become so great that it was becoming harder to manage. Adding
to this dilemma, the state's 1990 Growth Management Act opened the door to Kenmore being
annexed by adjacent cities.

In 1997, voters were asked again if they wanted Kenmore to officially become a city. Thanks
to a grassroots effort by pro-incorporation boosters, 70 percent of the voters in that
year's election voted in favor of becoming Washington's newest city. The incorporation
became official on August 31, 1998.



Kenmore Housing "Then & Now"

The City of Kenmore will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of incorporation this August but
the history of people living in Kenmore dates back well over 100 years.  



​We know that in 1888 in what is now the
Arrowhead neighborhood, Reuben J.
Crocker was the first homesteader, and
the first home was built by Albert G.
Shears.

Likely one of Kenmore’s first real estate
plats was Northlake Terrace which was
developed in 1912 by Shirl Squire of
Squire Investment Company and son of
Watson Squire, a future territorial
governor and U.S. senator who purchased
198 acres sight-unseen from his father-in-
law in what is now central Kenmore.

Lower Moorlands, in the eastern part of
Kenmore, saw its first house in 1904. This
neighborhood saw significant
development after World War I which
included the Charles & Elvera Thomson
mansion that was built in 1927. This
property was also known as Wildcliffe
Farm and was a working blueberry farm
for many years.  

More: Kenmore Housing Then &
Now

How Did Kenmore Get Its Name?
No. it wasn't named for the washing machine!

The history of Kenmore’s name spans much of the globe and
embraces three separate communities, each located beside a
body of water. The name originated on a Scottish loch (lake),
was carried across the ocean to a riverside settlement in Ontario,
Canada, and then was given to a community beside Lake
Washington.

Kenmore, Scotland Kenmore, Canada

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/kenmore-housing-then-now/


The name is derived from the Gaelic word
Caenmore, meaning “big head.” The
Scottish village of Kenmore, Perthshire, is
about 190 miles north of Edinburgh,
Scotland, situated at the “head” of Loch Tay,
a “big” bay about 20 miles long.

The Canadian town of Kenmore was
situated at the juncture of three branches
of the Castor River. Since waterways
furnished the primary source of
transportation and commerce in the early
days of the developing country, the village
flourished at its strategic location.

Learn
More

Kenmore City Hall "Then and Now"

Kenmore City incorporation ceremony in front of the first makeshift City Hall. Jack Crawford, first mayor of Kenmore is speaking. 

Kenmore’s First City Hall

Kenmore became Washington’s newest city on August 31, 1998, and  began conducting its
business in an empty storefront at 6524 NE 181st Street on the west end of Kenmore
Village shopping center. Volunteers painted the interior and spruced up the restrooms.
Council sessions were held in the nearby fire station auditorium. 

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/how-did-kenmore-get-its-name-no-it-wasnt-named-for-the-washing-machine/


Original City staff, including Steve Anderson, first City Manager of Kenmore.

Relocation to Wells Fargo Bank

One year later, Kenmore officials
arranged with Wells Fargo Bank to
acquire its former building, located
in the same square as the previous
City Hall location, and transformed it
into City headquarters. The staff
moved into the new City Hall on
August 9, 1999, and City council
began holding study sessions in the
new location and regular meetings in
a conference room at Northshore
Utility District offices. The second City Hall, which stands at 6700 NE 181st Street,

now serves as Kenmore’s Post Office. 

Relocation to Schnitzelbank Building

​For a short time, City Hall was temporarily relocated
to the upper level of the Schnitzelbank Building,
located at 7330 Northeast Bothell Way. The
Schnitzelbank building was constructed in 1926 to
house the Chili Bowl Café. Over the years the building
housed the Wishbone Inn and Thom-Wal’s Café.

​In 1961 the property was
purchased by Bob and Hildegard
McKisson, and Hildegard’s
mother, Elizabeth “Oma”
Poessinger. They changed it to a
Bavarian-style restaurant with
appropriate architecture,
renaming it The Schnitzelbank,
the German word for an old-
fashioned wood-carving
bench.

​Hand-carved window boxes
adorned the front of the building
and overflowed each year with
bright flowers. In the late 1970s,
a second story was added to
the building–this is where the
City carried on business until
construction was complete on
its current home.



A Permanent Home

In 2009, the City began construction of a
new City Hall on a former Northshore
Utilities District site. On May 22, 2010 the
beautiful building, located at the corner 68th
Avenue Northeast and 181st Avenue
Northeast, opened for business. 

More About City
Hall

Kenmore .... Always in Style

Kenmore Roadhouses

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/kenmore-city-hall-then-and-now/


More Restaurants and
Roadhouses

Kenmore Heritage "Then and Now"

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/category/historic-kenmore/restaurants-roadhouses/


Original KHS Logo Updated Logo Currant Logo

Kenmore Heritage Society – History is Now!
 
The Kenmore Heritage Society (KHS) was founded in 1998, the same year our area
incorporated as a city, and to this day is dedicated to the research, preservation, and
celebration of the stories of the people from these surroundings -- past, present, and
future.
 
As an all-volunteer, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, KHS seeks to foster a spirit of
community by building an awareness and appreciation of the Kenmore’s past, while
highlighting ongoing efforts that support our mission of being Informative, Inspiring, and
Inclusive.
 
To accomplish this, over the years KHS has sponsored or partnered with others to
present events and activities that bring people together, recognize those who have
made significant contributions to our community, and promote voices that have been
historically suppressed or underrepresented. 

Visit our
Website

New & Events

Aug 5/Capes for
Courage 5K

Join us for the 7th Annual
Bothell 5k Capes for
Courage in support of the
Northshore Wranglers
Inclusion Program.

Providing recreation and
fun for all, this program
supports special needs
youth and adults in our
community with classes,
camps, outings, and other
engaging activities.

This fun and festive 5k brings together serious runners with
people who simply want to stroll or roll their way through the
5k course. Wear your cape or your best superhero costume
because everyone who supports this worthy cause is a
superhero in our books!

Register for the
Race

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/2023-kenmore-heritage-then-and-now/
https://runsignup.com/Race/WA/Bothell/Bothell5K


Aug 9/ The International Day of the
World's Indigenous Peoples

Photo: UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

The International Day of the World's
Indigenous Peoples is observed on
August 9th each year to raise awareness
and to protect the rights of the world's
Indigenous populations. This event also
acknowledges the achievements and
contributions of Indigenous people. This
recognition is celebrated around the world
and marks the date of the United Nations’
1982 inaugural session of the Working
Group on Indigenous Populations

Aug 10/ National S'Mores Day

This favorite is in the 1927 edition of the
Girl Scout manual Tramping and
Trailing with the Girl Scouts.

While you can officially celebrate this
winning combination on August 10th,
National S’more Day, you need not limit
your celebrating to one day in a year. This
combination has become so beloved that
one can find s’more-flavored varieties in
everything from ice cream to martinis. 

Aug 12/ Digital Nomad Day

Digital Nomad Day is a day that
celebrates the remote working culture
and invites those living the digital nomad
lifestyle to share the multitude of benefits
and experiences that come with
combining travel and work. The Hangar at
Town Square is a favorite workspace for
digital nomads.

Aug 14/ National Bowling Day

Kenmore Lanes was founded in 1958 by three brothers,
Doug, Don, and Bob Peek, and their brother-in-law, Robbie

Robertson.
​

Although few people realize it, bowling is
one of the oldest sports in history. A
form of it has been traced back 7,000-
years to ancient Egypt. Around 5,000
B.C., ancient Egyptians played a sport
where round stones were rolled down a
lane to knock over objects at the other
end.

Since then, countless millions of people
have enjoyed this sport and enjoyed the
camaraderie and health benefits of this



Credit: © Andrew Pogue

sport. And now everyone can celebrate
this sport on the second Sunday in
August—a day that’s known as
National Bowling Day.

Kenmore 50 Lanes: Restaurant & Bar,
Fun Arcade, Lotto and The Birthday
Resource for Kid’s Birthday Parties

Aug 21/ Senior Citizen Day

Do you have an elderly person in your
life that you love and appreciate?
National Senior Citizens Day, August
21, is the day to let them know how much
you care and it’s an opportunity to
recognize their accomplishments. 

President Ronald Reagan took the
initiative to honor seniors in 1988 when he
signed Proclamation 5847 and marked
August 21 as the day seniors will be
celebrated.

“Throughout our history, older people
have achieved much for our families, our
communities, and our country. That
remains true today and gives us ample
reason this year to reserve a special day
in honor of the senior citizens who mean
so much to our land,” Reagan proclaimed.

Learn About the Northshore
Senior Center

Aug 28/ I Have A Dream

August was a big month for the U.S. Civil
Rights Movement. It was on August 28,
1963, that Martin Luther King Jr gave his
famous “I have a dream” speech to
250,000 people on the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial in Washington D.C.

​Considered to be one of the most iconic
speeches in the history of the US, King’s
speech called for the end of racial
discrimination and for equal rights to all.

Coming in September -
Northshore Fun Photo Contest

https://www.northshoreseniorcenter.org/
https://www.thefactsite.com/day/august-28/


Last year the Fun Photo Contest was ALL
VIRTUAL ... this year we hope to host an in-
person kick off at Kenmore Camera ... stay
tuned for details later this summer.

Do you like to tell stories? To explore history?
To renovate and maintain historic structures?
Kenmore Heritage Society welcomes you!

Volunteer - Donate - ​Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore

Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join our Board

We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE…”

Join
Us

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people,
all ages, across all boundaries –
physical or imagined.

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/get-involved/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/


Website Get Involved News &
Events

Making
History

About Us

 
LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line

      

 

Kenmore Heritage Society | P.O Box 82027, Kenmore, WA 98028
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