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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources

Thank you for a fabulous 2023!

The KHS Board would like to take this opportunity to thank
Kenmore community members, Government agencies, fellow
non-profits and local businesses for supporting us throughout the
year.

Your participation, inspiration and donations enabled us to
provide fun programs in classrooms and at local venues,
contribute to City projects, share information about awesome
community members, support local charities, partner with other
Kenmore non-profits, and present a more inclusive view of
Kenmore history.

We have even more new and exciting offerings - along with our
usual great programs - on track for next year and look forward to
sharing, collaborating and delivering unique experiences in 2024.

May you have a wonderful time with family and friends during this
festive season and come back refreshed and ready to celebrate
Kenmore, Heritage style!

Happy
Holidays!

from
​The Kenmore

Heritage
Society

Check out
our

website!

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/get-involved/
https://www.facebook.com/KenmoreHeritageSocietyArchives
https://www.instagram.com/kenmore_heritage_society/
https://www.youtube.com/user/KHSArchives
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/


From Rock 'n' Roll to Cut-Rate Christmas Trees

Chubby & Tubby war-surplus
shop holds Grand Opening in

Seattle on November 22, 1947
By Peter Blecha Posted 8/25/2010 HistoryLink.org

Essay 9535

To this writer's youthful recollections
those cluttered aisles held discounted
goods ranging from rock 'n' roll records to
toys, camping gear to kitchen wares, and
tools to basic apparel. (Converse Chuck
Taylor shoes and Levi Strauss bluejeans
were priced in a particularly attractive
way). The original Rainier shop got the
grunge rock seal-of-approval when the
late leader of Nirvana, Kurt Cobain
(1967-1994) reportedly shopped for his
trademark flannel shirts there.  

But Chubby & Tubby was most widely
renowned for their fabled cut-rate
Christmas-tree tradition, one that saw
Auge and Frese collecting small trees
cut for clearing electrical line right-of-
ways by the power company.

​That sourcing method allowed them to
sell trees -- albeit ones that were often
similar to the famously misshapen and
thinly branched ones Charlie Brown
acquired in the Peanuts comic strip --
for as little as 97 cents in the 1940s --
and $6.95 a half-dozen decades later.

Read all about
it!

Speaking of a Peanuts Christmas ...

The ‘Charlie Brown Christmas’ Special Was the
Flop That Wasn’t

In 1965, CBS gambled big on an animated spectacular
that’s now become a holiday tradition. On Thursday,
December 9, 1965, over 15 million households tuned in to
judge for themselves. The reception would turn the special
into a classic. CBS soon learned that nearly half of
American television sets had watched what the network
thought would be a flop.

Click here to read the Smithsonian article

Linus
"Meaning of
Christmas"

https://www.historylink.org/File/9535
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/charlie-brown-christmas-special-history-television-classic-cbs-180957490/
https://youtu.be/BeVDOu2_Fuc


Trimming Trees and Spreading Cheer

Christmas Tree
Origins

The history of Christmas trees
goes back to the symbolic use of
evergreens in ancient Egypt and

Rome.

Long before the advent of Christianity, plants and trees
that remained green all year had a special meaning for
people in the winter.

Just as many today decorate their homes during the festive
season with pine, spruce, and fir trees, olden communities
hung evergreen boughs over their doors and windows.
Some ancient cultures believed that evergreens would
keep away witches, ghosts, evil spirits, or illness. Some
believed that winter came every year because the sun god
had weakened, and marking the Solstice meant that the sun
god was beginning to recover.

​Evergreen branches were a reminder that plants would
grow again when the light was strong, and that summer
would return.

Tradition as We Know it

The Christmas tree tradition as
we now know it can be traced
to Germany in the 1500s, when
devoted Christians brought
decorated trees into their homes
to suggest the heavenly realm
that sent Jesus to Earth. It took
nearly 350 more years, until
about the 1850s, for the
tradition to take root as a
symbol of light and hope in
America. 

This year in the northern hemisphere, the Winter
Solstice falls on December 21st, when we
experience the shortest day and longest night of the
year.

The early 20th century  saw many Americans adorning their trees with homemade ornaments,
apples, and seasonal cookies. Brightly colored popcorn was strung with berries and nuts. Lit
candles were sometimes added as “stars,” or to illustrate the arrival of the “light of the world.”
The availability of electricity then made it possible for home Christmas trees to glow
continuously, and enabled town squares across the country to light up the shortened days
and lengthy nights. In addition to religious affiliation, decorated trees in America became
synonymous with the end of the darkest days and the gradual return of light to the skies.

Local Historic Christmas Trees

Our area has special notes with respect to
historic Christmas trees. Bellingham set a
record in 1949 with a 153-foot tree,
sporting 1000 lights. And, according to
Guinness World Records, the next year
Seattle took the lead with the tallest ever
cut Christmas tree: a 221-foot Douglas fir,



set up at the then brand-new Northgate
Shopping Center. 

Life Magazine even did a story on this very tree in its December 11,
1950 issue. No record has topped this achievement since.

But wait, there’s more! Another local claim is that the tallest living
(uncut) Christmas tree is a nearly century-old, 122-foot Douglas fir in
the city of Woodinville.

Where to get a Tree

Today, over 98% of natural holiday trees are
purchased from tree farms, some of which allow
you to chop your own. Kenmore residents have a
choice of numerous nearby nurseries and tree
lots.

For example, local Scout Troop 420, with
members from several Northshore schools, is
ready to help you pick out a great evergreen
at their annual sale – it’s going on right now at
the Bothell Safeway, through December 24 th
(or until supply runs out). Have a tree-mendous
holiday!

Rowing begins at University of Washington on
​December 15th 1899

Kenmore Rowing

https://kenmorerowing.org/event/2023-holiday-toy-drive-row/


University of Washington four-man crew, 1902

Courtesy UW Special Collections (UW6622)

On December 15, 1899, University of
Washington students accept a proposal
from E. F. Blaine, a Seattle lawyer and
developer, to raise money to construct a
rowing shell for the University. From this
beginning, UW rowing crews become the
champions in the nation, winning the
Gold Medal in the Olympics in 1936.
Raising Money for Rowing

Within a year enough money was raised
and support garnered to build two four-
oared rowing gigs, a boathouse, and a dock
and float for the boats. It took longer to
establish a rowing crew. The University of
Washington did not row its first race against
another college until spring 1903.

The first rowing shell in King County
arrived in 1893 when Yale University
graduate William Goodwin shipped a
four-oared scull to Seattle. The privately
run Seattle Athletic Club raced the scull in
regattas throughout the region. The idea of
the University of Washington acquiring a
rowing shell was discussed for "several
years" before E. F. Blaine made his offer to
donate money to establish a rowing
program. Student interest may go back to
1895 when the University of Washington
moved from downtown Seattle to the
campus between Lake Union and Lake
Washington, a location ideal for rowing.

The reasons the University of
Washington had not established rowing

We are a rowing club based out of the
new Kenmore Boathouse located at
Rhododendron Park, along the Sammamish
River near the public boat launch in
Kenmore, Washington. (Mapping address at
right)

We offer adult rowing for rowers from brand-
new to experienced. We also offer junior
camps in the summer which are typically
half days for one week. We love sharing the
joy of rowing with new people and we are
always looking for volunteers. Contact
us: info@kenmorerowing.org for more
information.

We share our boathouse home with
the Northshore School District‘s high school
crew program. We are members of US
Rowing and are a registered 501(c)(3).

Boys in the Boat
Movie!

A 1930s-set story centered on the University
of Washington's rowing team, from their

Depression-era beginnings to winning gold
at the 1936 Berlin Olympics.

​
COMING SOON

Releases December 25, 2023

https://www.kenmoreboathouse.com/
mailto:info@kenmorerowing.org
https://www.nsd.org/
https://usrowing.org/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1856080/


as a sport before this were lack of
money, a small enrollment (514 in 1899-
1900), and no college competition -- no
other college on the Pacific Coast had a
rowing program.

More UW Rowing

Who Knew!?

Santa Claus has worn blue and white and
green in the past, but his traditional red suit
came from a 1930s ad by Coca Cola!

“Jingle Bells” holds a Guinness World
Record for being the first song ever played
in outer space.

Candy canes were invented to help keep
children quiet during church.

https://www.historylink.org/File/1647


It takes an average of seven years to grow a
Christmas tree.

The highest-grossing Christmas movie of all
time is “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”
(the Jim Carrey one)!

There are 364 gifts total given out in the “12
Days of Christmas” song.

In Ireland, it’s tradition for kids to leave out
a pint of Guinness instead of the
traditional milk and cookies.

Remembering Dick Ramsey



Dick Ramsey 1933 - 2023

Early photo of Dick behind the Pharmacy counter
at Ostroms Drug & Gift in Kenmore

"Dick" Ramsey, former owner of Ostroms Drug & Gift in Kenmore, passed
away June 4, 2023.

Owning Ostroms allowed Dick to indulge many passions, including profound devotion to
customer service, doing kindnesses for employees and customers, and supporting the
community. He sponsored countless youth sports organizations; was a proud, active
50-year member of Northshore Kiwanis, including multiple terms as President; served
on the Northshore School Board for 14 years, recognized with induction to the
Northshore School District Wall of Honor in 2014; was named one of 125 alumni legends
of the UW School of Pharmacy; and was an ARDENT supporter of UW athletics. Dick and
Jane attended hundreds of UW football and basketball games, home and away, and counted
many Husky coaches, players, and fellow fans among their friends.

Dick was a loving, caring husband and father, and was extremely generous with his time and
treasure to family, friends, employees, and the community. He is remembered fondly by many
for his outgoing nature, ready smile, and encyclopedic knowledge of facts conveyed with
absolute certainty, many of which were actually true.

More

Get Crafty with KHS - December 1st
Come find Kenmore Heritage Society inside City Hall with

crafts and games!

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/remembering-dick-ramsey-1933-2023/


Also reserve a time for FREE SANTA PHOTOS on Dec 9th at Kenmore
Camera

Matt Binder, PharmD, RPh
Ostroms Drug & Gift

In our January
Newsletter we will
share our interview
with one of the new
owners of Ostroms,
Pharmacist Matt
Binder, who recently
shared some
wonderful photos of
Dick Ramsey and the
Ostrom's crew. "I bought Ostroms with the goal of largely keeping it the same. We've kept the same

staff, same hours, and same commitment to customer service. I was scared of the
idea of someone else buying Ostroms and ruining such a great place."

Santa Photos and Winter Wonderland of Games and
Crafts - December 9th



Kenmore Air ~ Santa Connection



Did you know Kenmore Air offers a special Intro to Flight Lesson + 1/2 hour
extra for $312.50. Apparently, Santa Claus knows all about this great deal.
This is just one of many fun experiences offered by this great local business!

Learn about Christmas at Butchart
Gardens

Kenmore Lights Up the Dark

Winter Porch Light Parade
This event is in partnership with the cities of Bothell, Kenmore,
Lake Forest Park, and Shoreline where we encouraged
residents and businesses to create light displays that will
become part of a virtual map for all to experience, marking the
many holidays and traditions celebrated during the winter
season.
Go to program website to register and learn more! Click

on Winter Porch Light Parade  to be directed to shared site.  The virtual holiday light tour map
will be available to spectators from Dec. 1 - 31, 2023.

Porch Light
Parade

https://kenmoreair.com/magic-of-christmas-at-the-butchart-gardens/
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fsites.google.com%2fview%2fwinter-porch-light-parade%2fhome&____isexternal=true
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/our-city/special-events/winter-porch-light-parade


Etcetera

Jim Donovan Best in Show
Award

This year's Fun Photo winner, Jim Howard,
sent us this note and photo showing how he
used his Kenmore Camera Gift Card:

"Just want to show you how I used the prize
money from the KHS photo contest. I found this
used camera at Kenmore Camera. I'm excited
to use it as I add photos to the KHS photo
collection."

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo or Story about
Kenmore

Get Involved

Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

​Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Join our Board!

We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE…

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/get-involved/


Join
Us

INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people,
all ages, across all boundaries –
physical or imagined.

Website Get Involved News &
Events

Making
History

About Us ​

 
LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line

      

 

Kenmore Heritage Society | P.O Box 82027, Kenmore, WA 98028
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