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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

About Us

How much do you really know about

Kenmore? You may have learned its history

through books, or stories shared at family

gatherings, but we bet they left out some of

the more interesting and colorful history of

Kenmore’s past.

Check out our website!

Welcome October!
Pumpkin Picking: 5 Tips

One of many traditions in the fall is pumpkin picking! Whether
you’re growing your own this year or visiting a pumpkin patch,
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discover how to tell when a pumpkin is ripe for the picking.

What to check for ...
1. Color: Look for a pumpkin that has a deep-orange color.
2. Give Them a Thump: Knock on the pumpkin to check that it

is hollow (and therefore ripe).
3. The Skin Is Hard:  Use a fingernail and gently push your

thumbnail into the skin; it should dent but not puncture it. 
4. A Hard Stem: When a pumpkin is ripe, it’s stem is also hard. Check that the stem is

also secure—but never pick a pumpkin up from the stem! It may break off, which leads
to faster decay.

5. Make sure the bottom of the pumpkin isn’t soft and mushy! Also, if you are carving
the pumpkin, make sure that the bottom is flat so that it doesn’t roll.

October in History

On October 1, 1908, Henry
Ford’s Model T car went on
sale for the first time. It was
the first affordable
automobile that
revolutionized
transportation and industry
in America.

On October 2, 1950, the
comic strip Peanuts by
Charles Schulz was first
published in seven
newspapers. It featured the
iconic characters of Charlie
Brown, Snoopy, and
others.

October 11, 1939 - Albert
Einstein warned President
Franklin D. Roosevelt that his
theories could lead to Nazi
Germany's development of
an atomic bomb. Einstein
suggested the U.S. develop
its own bomb. This resulted
in the top secret
"Manhattan Project."

On October 14, 1964, Martin
Luther King Jr. was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize for
his nonviolent campaign
against racial
discrimination and
segregation in the US.

On October 19, 1987, Black
Monday occurred, when
stock markets around the
world crashed. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average
fell by 22.6%, the largest
one-day percentage
decline in history.

On October 26, 2001,
President George W. Bush
signed the USA PATRIOT
Act into law. The act
expanded the powers of
law enforcement and
intelligence agencies to
combat terrorism after the
September 11 attacks.

Chicken Dinners, Berry Pies and Mulligan Stew
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​Kenmore’s Restaurant Row and Roadhouse Strip
Reputation Lasted for Most of the Last Century ​

In contrast to more staid pioneer settlements, Kenmore gained a name for hosting good food
and good times as early as the 1920s, and retained that reputation over the next eighty years.

The 1914 completion of the brick road
from Seattle to Bothell, followed by the
1934 reconstruction of Bothell Way and
development of a 1939 “super-
highway” from Seattle to Bothell, paved
the way for the nickname of Restaurant
Row that was given to Bothell Way.

​At one time, Restaurant Row stretched
from the Jolly Roger restaurant and
speakeasy in Lake City, through
Kenmore, to the Blue Swallow in
Bothell, site of the present-day Yakima
Fruit Market.

Locals and out-of-towners alike were
attracted by everything from grilled steaks
and fried chicken to hamburgers and
homemade chili.

My Old Southern Home offered chicken
on toast for 50 cents. Other Kenmore
restaurants like Bob’s Place (above),
Eagle Inn (below), Mammy’s Shack, and
Von’s Chili Parlor were also favorites for
Seattleites who began the custom of
driving out Bothell Way for a Sunday
dinner.

Unlike the good food, the “good times” moniker earned Kenmore a more questionable
acclaim at times. Contraband whiskey found its way to lakefront landings during the
1920s Prohibition years when liquor was banned. Restaurants, roadhouses, and dance
halls, commonly called “bottle clubs,” sprang up along Bothell Way. These watering holes gave
Kenmore its reputation as Roadhouse Strip during the 1930s and ’40s. Rumors still persist of
secret tunnels that provided access to the stored liquor.



Kenmore’s reputation for eating and
entertainment goes back to the early
1900s. Then, lively Saturday nights in
local saloons found loggers mingling
with sportsmen who came from the
Seattle area to fish or to hunt ducks.
The settlement boasted a sportsmen’s
hotel, boathouse, and floating landing.
The Blind Pig Saloon at Shuter’s
Landing later dispatched illegal whiskey to
customers and was prepared to dump the
evidence into the lake if suspicions were
aroused.

The Inglewood Tavern, nicknamed the
Bucket of Blood because of flying fists
and barroom fights, remained part of the
Kenmore scene as late as the 1940s.

The saloon at 68th Avenue NE and
Bothell Way first occupied the site of the
present-day Rite-Aid parking lot, then

moved across 68th Avenue and was
called the Kenmore Tavern. In 2002 it
became the Northshore Pub.

​The northeast corner of 68th Avenue and
Bothell Way hosted the Dixie Inn in the
1917-1919 period. Across the street on
the northwest corner was the Hitsman
Dance Hall. Hitsman boosted
attendance at the weekly dances by
encouraging families to bed down their
children on the benches in the hall
while they enjoyed the toe-tapping
music. The Hitsman also made chicken
mulligan (stew) in a large washtub on
Saturdays and Sundays, selling it for 25
cents a serving. The dance hall burned
down in the spring of 1919.

"Cat Whiskers Road" Origin
Longtime Kenmore residents remember the Cat’s Whiskers
Cafe, located in the 1930s on the south side of Bothell Way

at 61st Avenue NE. While Bothell Way was being widened
in the 1930s, the restaurant was moved to the north side of
the highway. When local hunter Bill Maul captured a baby
cougar (mountain lion) after killing its mother, he gave it
to the owner, Jim Jury, who named it Felix and housed
it in a cage behind the restaurant. The animal attracted
many visitors. At one point, a local newspaper printed an
article and pictures about Jury’s young daughter sleeping
with the cougar. The road on the west side of the café,

61st Avenue, was dubbed Cat’s Whiskers Road. When
the cafe was purchased by Stan Young, the cougar was
given to the Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle. In the mid-
1970s, the building was razed and replaced by a Jack in
the Box restaurant.



Learn more about Kenmore’s Restaurant Row of the last
century by referring to “Kenmore by the Lake, A Community
History,” available for purchase through Kenmore Heritage
Society, or to view on the KHS website. 

Kenmore’s Roadhouse reputation is also featured in the
recent book Lost Roadhouses of Seattle  by local authors
Peter Blecha and Brad Holden.

Fun Photo Awards Party - Oct 21st

It's that time of year again! Come
see the amazing photos taken by
friends, neighbors and Charity
Challenge representatives. 

We had a record number of
submissions and are excited to
share the winners!

The contest runs from
September 30 to October 8th
so there is still time to
compete for cash and prizes!

Fun Photo
Contest

Haunted and Creepy Near Kenmore
 

Stimson Manor Haunting!

Chateau Ste. Michelle Winery Manor House was built on land
once owned by lumber and dairy baron Fredrick Stimson, and
the early 1900s Stimson mansion still remains on the land. A
folk legend tells of Mr. Stimson’s affair with a servant named
Elizabeth, who became pregnant. When Mrs. Stimson found
out, Elizabeth mysteriously “fell” down the stairs, and to this
day folks say Elizabeth haunts the place. Witnesses
describe cold spots, eerie shadows and unexplained
noises along with electrical anomalies and flushing toilets.

Built on the 1912 estate owned by Seattle lumber baron Frederick Stimson, the winery’s roots date back to the Repeal of Prohibition.

Saint Edward Seminary

For quite some time, the 90,000-square-foot building was empty, occasionally being used as
a set for a horror movie or thriller. But it continued to decay until the Washington State

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/events/fun-photo-contest/


Parks and Recreation Commission entered into an agreement with Daniels Realty
Development to completely restore the building.

The Lodge at St. Edward State Park is a
beautifully restored landmark building
peacefully tucked away in a lush 326-acre
forest, all set just a short walk from the
shores of spectacular Lake Washington.

Spooky Video Tour of St.
Ed's

Bothell Hell House

In a quaint suburb just north of Seattle lies the Bothell Hell House.
The ghosts in the house are known to terrorize the residents using
any method they can, from cryptic symbols written on the walls to
holy books being set ablaze in the middle of the night. The haunts

usually start small, with strange noises and small objects
disappearing here and there. But they quickly escalate to life-

threatening occurrences when objects are thrown across the room
and smashed against the walls. These ghosts aren’t scared of

anything; whether it be exorcisms are large parties, they’ll make
their presence known. The only way to escape is to leave the

house, and even then, your safety is not guaranteed.
Posted by blogger in Seattle Terrors

Link to Bothell/Kenmore Reporter
Article

Upcoming Scholarship & Events

https://youtu.be/Fq-GMkeEFpg
https://www.bothell-reporter.com/life/the-haunting-of-hell-house/


Hank Heron Gets "REAL"
Keep Your Eyes Peeled

Concept Drawing for Hank Heron Mascot
Kent Vaughan, Senior Civil Engineer, ​ City of Kenmore

Last month Kenmore Heritage Society and the City
of Kenmore hatched a plan to bring our own
Hank Heron to LIFE.

Already famous as Kenmore's
mascot, Hank is frequently
featured in City publications. He
is also immortalized in bronze in
Town Square .... and you can
see his footprints in surprising
locations around town.

But that just wasn't enough
.... energized by Kenmore's 25th
Birthday, KHS, City of Kenmore
and local businesses joined
together to raise the required
funds to put a Mascot program
in place.

Hank should arrive in Kenmore
before year end - KHS will
award a prize to the first
photo of the REAL Hank ... so
keep your eyes peeled!

 
World Food Day - October 16

World Food Day is celebrated on October 16,



the anniversary of the 1945 founding of the UN’s
Food and Agriculture Organization (FOA). Begun
in 1979, World Food Day aims to promote healthy
diets and eradicate hunger issues by 2030. The
theme for 2023 is "Water is life, water is food.
Leave no one behind.”

What Can We Do?
 
As an individual, turn off the tap when you don’t
need it. Take shorter showers. Carry a refillable
water bottle. Water lawns sparingly.
 
As a consumer, look out for sustainable labels
on products. Purchase pre-loved clothing, or
mend clothes rather than throw them away.
 
Besides minimizing water consumption,
companies can invest in research and innovation
to minimize microfiber releases, recycle synthetic
fibers such as polyester, avoid harmful
chemicals, and opt for clean energy.
 
Collective action across 150 countries worldwide
will raise awareness on this year’s theme. The
FOA reminds us that “Water connects us; it is our
shared history, present, and future.”  

The FOA website outlines the issues, priorities,

and actions to support this year’s theme:

FOA
Website

 
Happy Halloween

Did you know? One quarter of all the
candy sold annually in the U.S. is
purchased for Halloween.

Ancient Origins
Halloween is a holiday celebrated each year on
October 31. The tradition originated with the
ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when people
would light bonfires and wear costumes to ward
off ghosts. In the eighth century, Pope Gregory
III designated November 1 as a time to honor
all saints. Soon, All Saints Day incorporated
some of the traditions of Samhain. The
evening before was known as All Hallows
Eve, and later Halloween. Over time, Halloween
evolved into a day of activities like trick-or-
treating, carving jack-o-lanterns, festive
gatherings, donning costumes and eating treats.

Halloween Comes to America
The celebration of Halloween was extremely
limited in colonial New England because of the
rigid Protestant belief systems there. Halloween
was much more common in Maryland and the

https://www.fao.org/world-food-day/en
https://www.fao.org/world-food-day/en
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/samhain
https://www.history.com/topics/colonial-america/thirteen-colonies
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/maryland


Did you know? More people,
especially millennials, are buying
costumes for their pets. Rubies, the
largest manufacturer of pet costumes
in the U.S. and Europe, found these
stats for 2022: Pet costume sales are
predicted to be .7 billion dollars in
2022 (up from .5 billion in 2018-2020)

Most popular Halloween Candy in
WA in 2022

Tootsie Pops: 167,289
Saltwater Taffy: 120,982
M&M's: 113,728

southern colonies. As the beliefs and customs of
different European ethnic groups and the
American Indians meshed, a distinctly American
version of Halloween began to emerge. The first
celebrations included “play parties,” which were
public events held to celebrate the harvest.
Neighbors would share stories of the dead, tell
each other’s fortunes, dance and sing.

Colonial Halloween festivities also featured the
telling of ghost stories and mischief-making of all
kinds. By the middle of the 19th century, annual
autumn festivities were common, but Halloween
was not yet celebrated everywhere in the country.
In the second half of the 19th century, America
was flooded with new immigrants. These new
immigrants, especially the millions of Irish fleeing
the Irish Potato Famine, helped to popularize the
celebration of Halloween nationally.

History of Trick-or-Treating
Borrowing from European traditions, Americans
began to dress up in costumes and go house
to house asking for food or money, a practice
that eventually became today’s “trick-or-treat”
tradition. Young women believed that on
Halloween they could divine the name or
appearance of their future husband by doing
tricks with yarn, apple parings or mirrors.

​New & Events

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

According to the National Breast Cancer Foundation (NBCF), one out of
every eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer at some point
in her life. In fact, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reports that
245,000 women are diagnosed with breast cancer every year, and that
more than 40,000 per year die.

​What are the symptoms of breast cancer?
The most common symptoms of breast cancer include:

Changes in the size or shape of the breast
Pain in any area of the breast
An unusual discharge from the nipple, sometimes bloody
Any new lump in the breast or underarm area

If you notice any of these symptoms, contact your doctor immediately. The sooner you’re
diagnosed and treated for breast cancer, the better your chances of survival.

https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/immigration-united-states-timeline
http://www.history.com/topics/irish-potato-famine


Indigenous Peoples' Day
– Monday October 9,

2023
 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day
celebrates, recognizes, and honors
the beautiful traditions and cultures
of the Indigenous People, not just
in America, but around the world.
Their way of life and culture carries
wisdom and valuable insights into
how we can live life more
sustainably.

Native Americans pray at the beginning of a rally in Westlake Park in Seattle in honor of

Indigenous Peoples Day on Monday. (Ellen M. Banner / The Seattle Times).

Seattle was one of the first cities in the United States to officially replace Columbus Day with
Indigenous Peoples’ Day in 2014. There are many ways to celebrate Indigenous Peoples’ Day,
such as attending cultural events, supporting Native-owned businesses, visiting museums and
art galleries, and learning more about the Coast Salish peoples and their traditional territories.
Some of the events and activities that are happening this year include:

Indigenous People Festival: A free virtual event hosted by Seattle Center from Oct. 12-15,
featuring song, dance, performances, art, food, and knowledge sharing by Indigenous artists
and organizations.
Duwamish Longhouse & Cultural Center: A traditional Duwamish cedar longhouse, museum,
and art gallery located adjacent to a visitable archaeological and cultural historic site. Starting
Oct. 9, the center hosts a new exhibit, SPIRIT RETURNS 2.0, showcasing contemporary Native
art.
Burke Museum: A natural history and culture museum that features modern and historic
basketry, carvings, and multimedia art by six Pacific Northwest Native women artists, along with
permanent displays including a 35-foot canoe, totem poles, and more.
Seattle Art Museum:  A museum that displays silkscreen prints from the Colwell Collection,
dating back to the first four decades of local Indigenous print production.

Do you like to tell stories? To explore history?
To renovate and maintain historic structures?
Kenmore Heritage Society welcomes you!

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore

Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join our Board

We are a vibrant organization that looks at

https://visitseattle.org/press/press-releases/indigenous-peoples-day-in-seattle-honoring-celebrating/
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history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE…

Join
Us

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people,
all ages, across all boundaries –
physical or imagined.

Website Get Involved News &
Events

Making
History

About Us

 
LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line
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