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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

About Us

How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its
history through books, or stories
shared at family gatherings, but we bet
they left out some of the more
interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Check out our website!

"If you're going to throw a birthday party, make it
amazing." - Jimmy John Liautaud

The City of Kenmore certainly threw an  AMAZING party for their 25th Birthday - August 26th.
The event featured live music, a story pole awakening ceremony, a beer garden, games, local
artisan crafters and fun giveaways.  Check out these photos from the event.

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/get-involved/
https://www.facebook.com/KenmoreHeritageSocietyArchives
https://www.instagram.com/kenmore_heritage_society/
https://www.youtube.com/user/KHSArchives
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/


Tulalip artist Ty Juvinel - Story Pole
Awakening Ceremony, Hoop Dancer and
acknowledgements.

KHS hosted the Beer Garden with
fabulous partners: Stoup Brewing, 192
Brewing and Copperworks Distilling
(below).

Labor Day - September 4th
"the unofficial end of summer"

Celebrating American Workers

Observed the first Monday in September, Labor Day is an
annual celebration of the social and economic
achievements of American workers. The holiday is rooted



in the late nineteenth century, when labor activists pushed
for a federal holiday to recognize the many contributions
workers have made to America’s strength, prosperity, and
well-being.

Before it was a federal holiday, Labor Day was recognized
by labor activists and individual states. After municipal
ordinances were passed in 1885 and 1886, a movement
developed to secure state legislation. New York was the
first state to introduce a bill, but Oregon was the first to
pass a law recognizing Labor Day, on February 21, 1887.
On June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act making the first
Monday in September of each year a legal holiday.

Learn
more

“Back to School” in Kenmore, Then and Now
Excerpts from Kenmore’s history book, “Kenmore by the Lake, A Community History”

"At the Heart of the Community"

School-age children of McMaster Mill employees attended classe in
one of the sawmill shacks like thi one, from 1901 until the school

house was built in 1914.

Schools and active parent involvement have been
at the heart of the Kenmore community right from
the beginning.

Not long after McMaster Shingle Mill
began operations in 1901, and
continuing until 1914, September meant
“back to school” in one of the mill shacks
for the millworkers’ children.

Kenmore School District 141 was
established October 12, 1903, [120
years ago!] according to records
maintained by the King County
Superintendent of Schools. Later
records show that a school board of
three was elected in 1911: John “Joe”
Francis Salmon, Ed Niemeyer, and
Charles “Red” Gorman. The only
recorded name of a teacher hired for the
mill shack school was that of Ada
Hanschell for the for the school term of
1913-1914. 

Seeking to build a schoolhouse, the board approached landowner Watson Squire about
acquiring five lots (in an area behind the present-day Kenmore Camera shopping area). The
board proposed buying three of the lots and asked that Squire donate the remaining two. The
parties agreed, but another site then was proposed. Four lots on Remington Drive (now NE
181st Street) were selected, two purchased by the school district and two donated by Squire.

https://www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history


A 1930s property tax assessor photo of
the by-then-decrepit first school building,

which stood vacant for years.

In 1914, it was “back to
school” in the sturdy new
schoolhouse, measuring 31
feet by 34 feet. Cost of the
cedar-sided structure was
$1,200, including the large
bell in the steeple. An above-
ground basement with foot-
thick concrete walls provided
ample space for children to
play on rainy days.
Attendance varied from six
to twelve students at any
one time.

Mrs. Belle Nottingham and her eight
pupils occupy the newly built Kenmore

School 1915, located on NE 181srt
Street. Mrs. Nottingham was paid $65

per month.

Teachers in the Kenmore
schoolhouse were Rebecca
Lortie, 1914-15, and Belle
Nottingham, 1915-16.
Nottingham’s salary was $65
per month. The new
schoolhouse served the
community for only two
years, from September 1914
to May 1916, when the
Kenmore School District
consolidated with the Bothell
School District.

A traditional 1920 school bus, similar to
that used to transport Kenmore children

to school in Bothell.

“Back to school” in
September 1916 meant
Kenmore schoolchildren
were transported to Bothell
by Frank Anderson, who put
three rows of benches in the
back of the truck he used
during the day to haul milk
cans from dairies
surrounding Bothell. In 1920,
a proper school bus was
purchased to transport
Kenmore students to the
school in Bothell.

One student’s school memories included ringing the school bell hard enough to deliberately
turn the bell upside down. Then someone would have to climb up to the belfry to turn the bell
right side up.

Population growth brings need for
more schools ....

As Kenmore’s population grew after World War II,
and improved water service in the 1950s promoted
home building, the need for local schools became
apparent. A series of new schools was soon under
construction. 

The 1955-65 period found Kenmore area students
heading “back to school” to Kenmore Elementary
in 1955 (top photo), Arrowhead Elementary in
1957, Moorlands Elementary in 1963, Kenmore
Junior High in 1961 (middle photo), and Inglemoor
High in 1965 (bottom photo).

All these schools became part of Northshore
School District, formed in 1959 by consolidation of
the Bothell, Woodinville, and portion of North
Creek 101 districts.



As the 2023-2024 school year begins with our
Kenmore students heading “back to school,” be
grateful for the beautiful schools and quality
education we have today!

9/11 Remembrance

“When Americans lend a hand to one another, nothing is impossible. We’re not
about what happened on 9/11. We’re about what happened on 9/12.”

—Jeff Parness, founder of New York Says Thank You

The September 11 attacks, often referred to as 9/11, were a series of four coordinated terrorist attacks by the
Wahhabi Islamist terrorist group al-Qaeda against the United States on the morning of Tuesday, September
11, 2001.

NORTHSHORE FIRE DEPARTMENT
REMEMBRS 9/11

Stop by the Northshore Fire Department to view a
piece of steel recovered from the Twin Towers
in a memorial display installed in the station lobby
(7220 N.E. 181st St., Kenmore)

"Our station has 1 of only 18 artifacts in the State
of Washington. A section of steel girder
recovered from the rubble of the WTC in New
York City is dedicated to the memory of all whose
lives were taken in the terrorist attacks on
September 11, 2001. We welcome your attendance
in a silent viewing of our memorial."

9th Annual Fun Photo Contest

Join us September 30th to October 8th for
the 9th Annual Northshore Fun Photo
Contest and WIN Prizes for yourself
and/or $500 for your favorite CHARITY!

KICK-OFF starts at 10am on Saturday,
September 30th at Kenmore Camera. You
will have 9 days to create photographic
entries based on the subject categories. The
contest is all about creative interpretation for
each category.

Prizes are awarded in each category, with a
special Kenmore Camera award in memory

https://newyorksaysthankyou.org/


of Jim Donovan, founder and owner
of Kenmore Camera, who passed away
November 9th, 2022. The "Jim Donovan -
Best of Show" award will be chosen from
all of the first-place winners from each
category.

The $500 "Charity Challenge" award will be chosen from the first-place winners in each of the 5
categories submitted by the Charity Challenge participants.

September is National Preparedness Month

Since September 11, 2001, the US Government has taken steps to encourage all residents to
make their own survival preparations. September was chosen as National Preparedness
Month, as the tragedies of September 11, 2001 highlighted to the nation the importance of
being prepared. Also, the peak of the Atlantic hurricane season occurs in mid-September. 

The 2023 theme is a campaign that focuses on preparing older adults for disaster , as
older adults can face greater risks when it comes to the increasing number of extreme weather
events and other emergencies, especially if they are living alone, are low-income, have a
disability, or live in rural areas.



National Preparedness Month serves to encourage individuals, families, and communities
across the nation to take important preparedness steps including:

Get or put together an emergency supply kit.
Make a family emergency plan, with communication strategies and escape routes. 
Stay informed about emergencies  that may affect your area.
Engage in community preparedness and response efforts , including first aid.

There are numerous sources for emergency kits and planning checklists online. The Red Cross
recommends that everyone take incremental steps to protect themselves and their families, and
they offer a step-by step guide called “30-days of Preparedness.”
 
Here are several ways to stay up-to-date for our area:

Register for free for emergency notifications at Alert Northshore 
Follow @KenmoreWA on Twitter and/or City of Kenmore - WA on Facebook  for
announcements and updates
Public Works Snow & Ice Response Info & Snow Route Map
Republic Services Trash and Recycling Service Alerts
 Northshore School District Closure Info
 King County Emergency News

The City of Kenmore has additional resources on the Emergency Preparedness page. 

Mark your Calendars
Haunted Trick or Treat at Rhody Park 10/28

Games Crafts, Spooky Stories, Trick or Treat through the Haunted Trail and
Graveyard, Photo Booths, Costumes and Fun.

Where: Rhododendron Park ~ Date: Saturday October 28th ~ Time: 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Ages: 12 years and under

 
Join ghosts and ghouls from Kenmore Library, KHS, Kenmore Senior Center, and local Boy
Scouts at our first collaborative community event. A: Listen to a spooky story while you create
your Trick or Treat Bag, B: take a photo by the graveyard on your way to the picnic shelter for
C: Games and crafts. D: Finish your evening trick or treating through the Haunted Forest trail
and E: Graveyard!

https://www.redcross.org/local/california/southern-california/about-us/news-and-events/news/national-preparedness-month-2023.html
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/Admin/Components/Page/EditDesign?navid=93
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2ftwitter.com%2fKenmoreWA&____isexternal=true
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fkenmorewa%2f&____isexternal=true
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/government/departments/public-works/streets-and-right-of-way-maintenance
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fwww.republicservices.com%2fservice-alerts&____isexternal=true
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fwww.nsd.org%2f&____isexternal=true
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fkcemergency.com%2f&____isexternal=true
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/services/emergency-preparedness


 
Elvis Shakes Up Seattle on September 1, 1957

Sick's Seattle Stadium 1957

Elvis performs at SICK'S SEATTLE STADIUM,
1957...according to Wikipedia, another Seattle Native and Fan

in attendance that evening, a 14 year old named JAMES
(JIMI) MARSHALL HENDRIX took notes of the set list as well.

(Sick's Seattle Stadium field and stage. Photo: courtesy
Robert Gordon's "The King on the Road")

Elvis Presley with the
Jordanaires

Elvis Presley with the Jordanaires, Sicks' Stadium, Seattle,
1957 - Courtesy MOHAI (1986.5.39456.4)

On September 1, 1957, rock star Elvis Presley performs at Sicks' Seattle Stadium, drawing an
estimated 16,200 people (90 percent of them teenage girls ) -- the biggest crowd for a single
performer in Seattle up to this point.

He Shook, He Shivered...
Presley, backed up by the Jordonaires quartet and by a drum, guitar, and bass trio, "shook,
shivered, slumped, slouched and staggered" though a 45-minute set that kept the crowd on
its feet and screaming from the first note to the last (The Seattle Times). What would prove
to be his only performance in Seattle was preceded by one earlier that day in Tacoma and by
concerts in Vancouver, British Columbia, and Spokane the day before.

The show began with "Heartbreak Hotel" and ended with "Hound Dog." Presley introduced



"Hound Dog" as "the Elvis Presley national anthem," sang two choruses, and shot off the
stage while his guitarist played eight more bars. Almost before anyone knew it, the taillights of
his rented Cadillac had disappeared through a gate in the right field fence.

Police described the crowd as reasonably well behaved. The only report of damage was the
theft of a taillight from a convertible that someone mistook for Presley's.

Learn More at
HistoryLink

September 7, the International Day of Clean Air

Get Some Fresh Air!

Get out and get some fresh air on September 7, the
International Day of Clean Air, a time to
recognize the amount of work that must be done to
reduce the effects of smog, smoke, airborne
chemicals like excessive CO₂, and other forms of
harmful air pollution. It’s estimated that about seven
million people worldwide die from diseases related to
unclean air each year. And according to the U.N.,

nine out of ten people regularly breathe polluted air.

How do I know what my local levels of air pollution are?

Check your newspaper or go online to find your region’s Air Quality Index each day, usually
color-coded with orange and red indicating the most dangerous levels. For example, put in zip
code 98028 on the AirNow tool, and see how we are doing in Kenmore today.

Air Quality in Kenmore -
NOW!

What about indoor air quality?
One solution could be a heat pump. Heat pumps are
highly energy-efficient and reliable, they can help
people who deal with allergies and common irritants
like dust, and they can also prevent the spread of
disease.

Speaking of air quality and energy efficiency, The City
of Kenmore is co-sponsoring a Go Electric! series
that helps you save money, improve comfort, and
reduce emissions. On September 19, check out ACs
That Bring the Heat and learn how heat pumps can
make life more comfortable and healthier.

Learn
More

 

https://www.historylink.org/File/3440
https://www.airnow.gov/?city=Kenmore&state=WA&country=USA
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/fresh-air-in-kenmore/


Hispanic American History Recognized

Many Hispanic Americans can trace their
roots back to the cultures of the
Americas’ indigenous peoples, including
the Aztecs (Mexico), Arawaks(Puerto Rico),
Aztecs (Mexico), Incas (South America),
Maya (Central America) and Tainos (in
Cuba and Puerto Rico).

Some of their roots can be traced back to
the Spanish explorers, who set out in the
1400s to find a cheaper and easier way to
trade with the Indies. Other Latinos can
trace their roots back to African slaves
brought to the New World.

Hispanic Americans are today identified
by the countries from which they or their
ancestors originated. This includes
Mexico, Puerto Rico and Spain.

This observation began in 1968 under
President Lyndon Johnson as Hispanic
Heritage Week. President Ronald Reagan
expanded it in 1988 to include a 30-day
period that started on September 15th and
ended on October 15. It was made law on
August 17, 1988.

September 15 is set as the starting date
for the month as it is important for many
reasons. It is the independence anniversary
for Latin American countries El Salvador,
Guatemala, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and
Honduras. From here onwards, the
independence days of Mexico and Chile fall
on September 16 and September 18,
respectively. Dia de la Raza or Columbus
Day also falls within this month, on October
12.

Hispanic Americans have been integral
to the prosperity of the U.S. Their
contributions to the nation are
immeasurable, and they embody the best of
American values. The Hispanic-American
community has left an indelible mark on the
U.S. culture and economy.

https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.org/

Kenmore Senior Center's September Line Up



Just For Fun!

HistoryLink Tour

In a world where car is king, how can you
enjoy a day sans sedan? Discover your
community and see things you hadn’t
noticed before by cycling, walking, or taking
the bus. Kenmore is a great place to do all
of these. In fact you can start your own
journey of discovery by following the
HistoryLink tour outlined on the Kenmore
Heritage Society website.

This tour will lead you on a step-by-step
journey to many of Kenmore’s most
significant sites from City Hall to

(https://historylink.tours/tour/kenmore/).

For each stop, the webpage gives
interesting details, historical facts, and
directions to the next place on the map.



Rhododendron Park.

Prior To 1935, Toilet Paper Came with Splinters

Splinter free toilet paper was invented in 1935. Which means
before that, toilet paper had splinters. Ouch.

Context: Toilet paper has had a surprisingly rich history, but it didn’t
take its current form until the latter half of the 19th century. As the

19th century gave way to the 20th, advancements - both in sanitation and in toilet paper itself
- led to various improvements. Most notably, companies began advertising for “splinter-free”
toilet paper in the 1930s, implying toilet paper prior to this period carried the risk of splinters.

More

Share Your Passions at KHS

This year has been extra special for KHS as
several community members began sharing their
knowledge, time, expertise and passions. These
folks created a new type of volunteer engagement
based on their own specific interests and skill set.

One example is Christian Kang, a Partner and
Financial Advisor at Cultivant LLC in Kenmore.
Christian is sharing his videography knowledge,
creativity and passion to jump start our AANHPI
Oral History Project. Christian doesn't have any
other responsibility with KHS, and he shares his
time on his own schedule. Do you have a passion
you'd like to share ... we can make that happen!

​6 Ways to Find Fresh Passion

1. Be curious, pay attention, and be open to new things
Open your eyes to your world around you. Watch for things that inspire or interest you. Are
there any activities going on around you, that you’d love to get involved in? Is there anyone you
know who is doing something really interesting?

2. Watch for needs and causes that you are passionate about
The passions that add the most to our lives and the lives of others are those that help to
(literally) make the world a better place.

3. Look back at your childhood for inspiration
What did you love doing as a kid? What were you obsessed with? What did you want to
“become”? Is there a way that as an adult you can reconnect with any of those activities?

4. Notice and pursue activities that make you lose track of time
Losing yourself in an activity (aka “flow”) is a big clue to something you should spend more
time doing. Flow-producing activities can improve well-being and reduce stress, both of which
are important for those of us who are recovering from a difficult year.

5. Start small and keep it fun

https://community.oerproject.com/b/blog/posts/a-splinter-free-history-of-toilet-paper
https://www.ranker.com/list/scientific-facts-we-cant-believe/thomas-west?utm_source=newsletters&utm_medium=weirdhistory&utm_campaign=wh_active&utm_content=%7Bdate%28%27yyyyMMdd%27%29%7D&lctg=
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/stress


Pick something you really love to do, and make time for it in your life, whatever you can
manage. Even just a small amount of time spent, regularly doing something you love, will make
your whole life feel better.

6. Protect what matters by making it a priority
Protect your newfound priorities or passions on a daily basis. Keep that priority list top of mind.
Create a note or reminder of your top four list on your phone and refer to it every morning.
This will make it far more likely that you prioritize and protect what really matters.

Full Article

Do you like to tell stories? To explore history?
To renovate and maintain historic structures?
Kenmore Heritage Society welcomes you!

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore

Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join our Board

We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE…

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people,
all ages, across all boundaries –
physical or imagined.

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/prescriptions-life/202106/6-ways-find-fresh-passion-and-purpose
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/get-involved/
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