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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

About Us ​
How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its history
through books, or stories shared at family
gatherings, but we bet they left out some of
the more interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Check out our website!

 
It's July .... Behold the Full Buck Moon!

Why Is It Called
the Buck Moon?
The full Moon in July is called
the Buck Moon because the antlers
of male deer (bucks) are in full-
growth mode at this time. Bucks
shed and regrow their antlers each
year, producing a larger and more
impressive set as the years go by.

Alternative July Moon Names
Several other names for this month’s
Moon also reference animals,
including Feather Molting
Moon (Cree) and Salmon Moon, a
Tlingit term indicating when fish
returned to the area and were ready to
be harvested.

July 2024 Full Moon: Sunday, July 21
Peak Illumination: 6:17 a.m. Eastern Time

The full Moon in July 2024 comes when nature is
in full growth. Crops are either ripening or
beginning to be harvested. The annual rite of
you-pick strawberries wraps up in the beginning
of the month and folks in the Midwest check to
see if the corn is “knee high by the Fourth of
July.”
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Farmers Almanac

 
Juneteenth Shout Out

​Special thanks to teachers, parents and mentors: "Education
breeds confidence, Confidence breeds Hope, Hope breeds
Peace." Confucius

Thanks for
Visiting our

Booth!

Thanks to everyone who
visited the Kenmore
Farmers Market and
participated in
Juneteenth fun.

We had a long line of
young folks playing our
Spin & Win game which
included trivia about
influential African
Americans throughout
history. We loved hearing
"I know who that is!"
as the spinner landed on
the various images.

4th of July History & Fireworks

Independence Day

The Fourth of July—also known as
Independence Day or July 4th—has been
a federal holiday in the United States since
1941, but the tradition of Independence Day
celebrations goes back to the 18th century
and the American Revolution. On July 2nd,
1776, the Continental Congress voted in
favor of independence, and two days later
delegates from the 13 colonies adopted the
Declaration of Independence, a historic
document drafted by Thomas Jefferson.

From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of American
independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to more casual
family gatherings and barbecues.

Early Fireworks

Many historians believe that fireworks were
originally developed in the second century
B.C. in ancient Liuyang, China. The first
"firecrackers" were bamboo stalks that
when thrown in a fire, would explode
with a bang because of the overheating of
the hollow air pockets in the bamboo. Some

Fireworks Used to Celebrate
Independence Day
The use of fireworks spread to Europe
eventually, first to celebrate military
victories and later for public celebrations
and religious ceremonies. As settlers
moved into North America, legend has it that
Captain John Smith set off the first
fireworks display in the American
colonies in Jamestown, Virginia in 1608,
and others followed this method for
celebrating special events.

Fireworks were used on the first official

4th of July celebration in 1777,
commemorating the first anniversary of
U.S. Independence. Credit for their use in
celebrating American independence can be
partially attributed to John Adams, who

https://www.almanac.com/content/full-moon-july


believed these natural
“firecrackers" would ward off evil spirits.

penned the following words to his wife on
July 2, 1776, two days before the
Declaration of Independence was signed:

​ “This day will be most memorable in the
history of America. I am apt to believe that it
will be celebrated by succeeding
generations as the great anniversary
festival…It ought to be solemnized with
pomp and parade…bonfires and
illuminations [fireworks]...from one end of
this continent to the other, from this time
forward and forevermore.”

First Fireworks in Kenmore

Kenmore Has Its First Fireworks Show
Kenmore hosted the City’s first fireworks display in 2007. The show was a big success and was
held in conjunction with Bothell’s Freedom Festival, a community event which included a
pancake breakfast, parade, and concert.

Unfortunately, the show was canceled in 2020 and 2021 due to Covid restrictions. When
fireworks were again offered for the 4th of July in 2023, nearly 5000 people attended. The
same number are expected again for this year’s festivities.

This year the fireworks display is sponsored by Amazon and Kenmore Air. The event kicks off
at 7:30 pm with music, food trucks, face painting, games, and crafts, and the fireworks
show will begin at 10:00 pm. But also remember personal fireworks are Illegal within
Kenmore city limits. So that everyone can celebrate safely this 4th of July, and still have a
blast, join your neighbors and friends view the fireworks show at Log Boom Park!

Learn More About Kenmore
Fireworks!

July in Washington History

Flying
Saucer

On the afternoon of July 4,
1947, Frank Ryman, an off-
duty U.S. Coast Guard
Yeoman, snaps the first
photograph of an alleged

Liberty Bell
Visits Everett

Voter
Fraud

On July 14, 1890, Seattle
becomes the first city in
Washington to use the
Australian Ballot System
for elections. This requires

https://www.kenmorewa.gov/our-city/special-events/4th-of-july
https://www.kenmorewa.gov/our-city/special-events/4th-of-july
https://www.historylink.org/File/871
https://www.historylink.org/File/3913
https://www.historylink.org/File/2199


"flying saucer" from the
yard of his home in Lake
City, north of Seattle. The
photo showed a small bright
disc against a dark sky and
was published by the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer the
following morning.

Frank Ryman of Seattle's Lake City
neighborhood took this photo of a "flying

saucer" on July 4, 1947
Courtesy Ufocasebook.com

Woman kissing the Liberty Bell, Seattle,
July 14, 1915 - Postcard

On July 14, 1915, the
Liberty Bell -- one of the
United States’ foremost
symbols of freedom and
independence -- visits
Everett, Seattle, and
Tacoma en route to the
Panama-Pacific Exposition
in San Francisco.

The bell traveled the country
by train, greeting throngs of
joyous well-wishers in towns
along the way. The crowds in
Washington state are no
exception.

voters to personally
appear at the polls to cast
their ballots. The most
noticeable change from prior
elections is "the absence of
ticket-peddlers, stickers,
smooth-bores, challengers,
swearing-in votes, healers,
bulldozing and bribery at the
polls."

Seattle Mayor Harry White, 1891
Courtesy Seattle Municipal Archives

Kenmore Coloring Book

Co-sponsored by the
City of Kenmore, Arts
of Kenmore and
Kenmore Heritage
Society, this fun and
free coloring book
features public art

and landmarks around our beloved city.
Get your copy at the City of Kenmore booth
at special events around town later this
summer. Scan this QR Code to learn about
Kenmore's Public Art!

Where Can I Park In Kenmore

The park was renamed Wallace Swamp
Creek Park in 1980 to honor John and
Anne Wallace, longtime Kenmore activists
and residents. After serving as a pilot in
WWII and the Korean war, John Wallace
(1921-2011) moved his family to Kenmore in
the 1960s. John was manager of the
Kenmore Chamber of Commerce, and was
also dedicated to the Kenmore Library Board,
Kenmore Community Club, YMCA, Little
League, Kiwanis club, and the Greater
Kenmore Businessmen’s Association. In
addition, he co-directed the Miss Northshore
Scholarship Pageant for several years in the
1970s. After more than forty years in
Kenmore, the Wallaces retired to Whitefish,
Montana.

Over the decades, Wallace Swamp Creek
Park has become a focus for environmental
education, hosting school field trips and
nature walks. You can get in on the action
with a Nature Walk this summer. Join
volunteer Linda Phillips for a guided tour



Summer is the time to check out Kenmore’s
many green spaces. You might start with
Wallace Swamp Creek Park, which borders
Kenmore Elementary School on its west and
north sides. The 25-acre site at 73rd Avenue
NE and NE 194th Street provides a wide trail,
picnic area, and tall shade trees. A small
bridge over Swamp Creek affords views of
spawning salmon along the gravel streambed.
The location was acquired in 1971 through
Washington State’s Interagency Committee
for Outdoor Recreation, and became Swamp
Creek Park.

Swamp Creek is a tributary of
the Sammamish River. Swamp Creek starts
at Lake Stickney near Everett, and ends
in Kenmore at the Sammamish River, where it
flows into Lake Washington. It is also known
as dxʷɬ(ə)q ̓ab in Lushootseed, meaning "a
wide place.”

that explores two miles of paved and
primitive trails. Learn about plants and
animals found in the park. Walks happen
rain or shine!

Grab your spot on an upcoming walk (spaces
are limited):

Date: July 20 at 9:00 AM
Location:  Parking lot at 19851 73rd
Ave NE
Use the QR code below to sign up

You can also check out these other Parks in Kenmore. Get outside and have fun!

New in Kenmore Next to the Hangar at Town Square
Mauritius Brown Bubble Tea

Introducing Mauritius Brown Bubble Tea—a

Where is Mauritius?

Mauritius is an island country in
the Indian Ocean, about 1,100
nautical miles off the southeastern
coast of East Africa, east
of Madagascar. Based on the only
surviving map of the Portuguese
discoveries dated 1502 called
the Cantino planisphere, it is
generally accepted that Arab sailors
first discovered the uninhabited island,
around 975, naming it Dina Arobi.

https://www.kenmorewa.gov/our-city/city-parks-trails
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Island_nation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madagascar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantino_planisphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab


beverage that transcends the ordinary and invites
you to experience the legendary taste of
Mauritius.

"Join us on a delicious journey of health and
happiness with Mauritius Brown Bubble Tea—
where every pearl is a promise of purity, and
every gulp is a gulp of goodness!"

It is perhaps best known for being
the home of the ill-fated dodo bird,
which went extinct in the 17th century.
The island has an interesting and
colorful history, with a cast of
characters ranging from the varied and
unique wildlife that isolated
ecosystems like this one often produce
to human visitors from the various
European cultures that would impact it.

Mauritius
History

Our tea is more than a drink; it’s a celebration of health, tradition, and the pure joy of
savoring each moment.

Ostroms Gift Buyer BZ Davis Celebrates 50 years!
 

Ostroms Drug & Gift has been serving
families in Kenmore, Bothell, and Lake
Forest Park since 1961. Ostroms is
proud to support the local community –
past recipients of sponsorship have
included Inglemoor High School’s student
paper, Inglemoor’s baseball and softball
teams, Northshore Schools Foundation,
Northshore Little League, Cascadia
College, Meals on Wheels, and
Northshore Senior Center.

Ostroms Drug
"BZ Davis celebrated 50 YEARS of
working at Ostroms Drug & Gift. While our
pharmacy is great, we know that people
drive far and wide to see her gift shop and
all the quirky things she's brought in over
the years. It is such an honor to work
alongside her and to celebrate her
accomplishments this month."

Oktoberfest Comes to Kenmore!

https://owlcation.com/humanities/mauritius-an-island-history


The City of Kenmore, local businesses
and nonprofits are coming together to
sponsor a fun filled family Oktoberfest
this September. Planning is underway
and the excitement is building!

Be on the lookout for more information
.... and start getting your Weiner dog
in shape for the Great Oktoberfest
Weiner Dog race taking place at the
Lodge at Saint Edwards Park!

News & Events

National Drive through Day
July 24th

Ingram's Drive-In

Hungry customers received curb service at
Kenmore’s first drive-in restaurant, called
Ingram’s Drive Inn and later Victory Inn
as a tribute to the World War II effort. Les
and Mary Ogle took over the restaurant in
1942 on Bothell Way just west of 68th NE.

Bagpipe Appreciation Day - July 27th
Bagpipes in Kenmore!?!

Bagpipes are
a woodwind
instrument using
enclosed reeds fed
from a constant
reservoir of air in the
form of a bag.

​The Great Highland
bagpipes are well
known, but people
have played bagpipes
for centuries
throughout large parts
of Europe, Northern
Africa, Western Asia,
around the Persian
Gulf and northern
parts of South Asia.

Kenmore Becomes a City
Citizens of Kenmore celebrate the incorporation of their city in

August 1998 with a parade along Northeast 181st Street during
the Good Ol’ Days Festival. This small delegation of local
residents carried a message from one of the community’s
namesakes—Kenmore, Scotland. The new city had a population
of nearly 18,000 people.

Volunteer - Donate ​- Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore

Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodwind_instrument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reed_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Highland_bagpipe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_Gulf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Asia


Do you like to tell stories? To explore history?
To renovate and maintain historic structures?
Kenmore Heritage Society welcomes you!

leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join our Board

We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE…”

Join
Us

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people,
all ages, across all boundaries –
physical or imagined.

Website ​Get Involved News &
Events

Making
History

About Us ​

 
LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line

      

 
Kenmore Heritage Society | P.O Box 82027 | Kenmore, WA 98028 US
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