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Step Into The History Of Kenmore through Our
Programs and Resources

Hello Summer!

June is named after Juno, the Roman goddess of marriage and childbirth. And the
month of June is still a popular month for weddingstoday! As a natural
extension of marriage, Juno was also the goddess of childbirth.

Here are some other facts about June.
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The Birth of the Kenmore Waterfront Activities Center (KWAC)
- Remembering Karol J. Osusky

A Passion for Sprint Kayaking
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in Kenmore
Water sports are nothing new in
Kenmore. From motor boats to paddle
boards, a person can choose to glide
along lazily or to speed across the
water’s surface with ease. However,
sprint kayaking is unique. It is a water
sport that demands grit and agility.
Athletes who master this sport are
relatively rare in this country, though
kayak sprint has been an Olympic
event since 1936 and is more widely
practiced in Europe.

Bringing his best skills and knowledge
from Europe, Karol J. Osusky did a
great deal to foster the love of sprint
kayaking in Kenmore. Karol was born
and raised in Malacky, Slovakia
(formerly Czechoslovakia), a village
outside of Bratislava. As a youth he
joined a kayaking club that practiced
on the Danube River, a river that he
would later swim across—dodging
bullets—to escape the Communist
regime in his country and live with a
sister in Sweden. He returned to
Slovakia a few years later when the
borders again opened up during the
Prague Spring.

A Courageous Escape
Unfortunately, his country was soon
invaded by Russia and the borders
again closed. While back in then-
Czechoslovakia, he married his
second wife, Helena, and had two
children, Eva and Juraj. In 1982 the
family “went on vacation” to what was
the former Yugoslavia (allowable
because it was within the iron
curtain). From there the family
escaped on foot over the mountains
into Italy and then crossed the border
into Austria, where they sought refuge
for a year, until they were granted
permission to come to the United
States.
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Sheri Baker and Karol's daughter, Eva Croasdale

Kenmore Water Sports Find a

New Home
In 2012, Osusky met Kenmore’s new
city manager, Rob Karlinsey through
mutual connections with the sprint
kayak sport. Karlinsey’s teenaged son
Ben was a kayak sprint athlete and
Osusky quickly took Ben under his
wing and coached him on the
Sammamish River and Lake
Washington.

Osusky held the dream of growing a
successful kayak and canoe program
in Kenmore, and he identified a prime
property at the confluence of Swamp
Creek and the Sammamish River just
for that purpose. The property was
privately owned, but that did not deter
Osusky. With concurrence from
Karlinsey, Osusky contacted the
property owner, Charles Twedt, and
convinced him to sell his property to
the City of Kenmore. The City was
able to purchase the property from
Twedt with help from a grant from the
Washington State Recreation and
Conservation Office. Because the
Twedt property is located next to then-
Squire’s Landing Park (now TI" awh-
ah-dees Park), the new acquisition
became part of the park.

Read More: Remembering Karol J.

Osusky
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The Historic ADVERTISING CURTAIN
Hiding Above Kenmore Community Club’s Stage
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Kenmore Community Club’s historic advertising curtain, c. late 1940s
Photo by Jo Ann Evans, 11/7/2002

Unbeknownst to most Kenmore residents, a fascinating historic advertising
curtain, painted and installed just after the end of World War Il, is carefully
rolled up and stored out of sight above the stage of Kenmore Community
Club. It is rarely unrolled for fear of sustaining further damage.

Advertising curtains—also known as Grange Hall curtains—are in a category by
themselves and are characterized by their local advertisements. These drops
usually combine the romance of a central scene and possibly some painted
drapery, but are dominated by advertisements for tractor dealers, funeral parlors,
banks, restaurants, and other local businesses. They have interest as early
examples of business support for the arts.

Learn More!

IDA HARRINGTON (STEWART)
70 + YEARS IN KENMORE

Ida’s 1950’s Kenmore Farm

Ida Harrington (Stewart) has called Kenmore home
for over 70 years. In 1950 she moved to Kenmore
with her parents Bruce and Mary Jane, brothers
Donald, Gordon (Corky), Paul and sister Donna Lee,

and lived on a 3-acre farm near NE 204"h Street
between 60t Ave NE and 615t Ave. NE.

Her family raised vegetables, rabbits, chickens and a
few pigs on the property. Their original home
consisted of a one room log cabin with wood floors,
wood stove for heat, well water, no indoor plumbing,
and an outhouse.

Log Cabin with Extension

Baths were taken at their grandparent’s house in Seattle. Her dad held several jobs
once working for a salvage company that salvaged houses displaced by the 1956
right-of-way clearing for the new I-5 freeway. Her father was able to bring home
enough lumber to add an extension room to their original log cabin as shown in
photo, above. He also worked for Graystone Concrete in Ballard.
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First Female Bus Driver for NSD
Ida married Glenn Harrington in 1956 while still
in high school and soon after they moved to

their Kenmore home located on NE 196t Street
near 64" Ave NE. In this home they raised their
3 children Glenda, Rose and Jim. During this
time Glenn started his job as a Boeing Machinist
and Ida began working as a school bus driver
for the Northshore School District. She was one
of the first female bus drivers hired by the

m school district and retired after 30 years in 1992.

She received 28 safe driver awards during her
time working as a school district bus driver.

Ida at Home

Oktoberfest Logo Contest!

https://www.kenmorewa.gov/our-city/arts-culture/oktoberfest-logo

OKTOBERFEST LOGO CONTEST

Enter your logo design by June 14!

RENMOREIORTIOBERFEST;

. LOGO CONTEST ,

Help design the logo for
Kenmore's first-ever Oktoberfest
event coming this Seﬂomber.

AN

Calling Kenmore artists and designers!

Here's your chance design the logo for Kenmore's first-ever Oktoberfest event coming this September.
We are hosting a logo contest to curate a unique, fun, and community-oriented logo that celebrates
Kenmore and brings excitement to this new event.

Logo submissions should include:

» The Title: Kenmore Oktoberfest (including the year is optional)
 Color(s)
» Representation of Kenmore, community, and/or traditional Oktoberfest traditions and activities

More information:

* Oktoberfest logo entries must be submitted below by June 14, 2024.

» .png or .jpeg formats accepted.

* The contest is open to all ages and abilities. Be creative and have fun!

» The logo will be used for event promotions, posters, and items such as beer steins, t-shirts, or hats.

» The logo contest winner will be highlighted in Kenmore's Quarterly newsletter and on event
promotions and will receive special recognition at the Oktoberfest event.

Kenmore's Oktoberfest event is planned and hosted by a group of Kenmore businesses and
organizations in partnership with the City of Kenmore. An event webpage will be shared with the
community soon, so stay tuned for more event information and details to come!

Grab an oar and hit the water!

National Learn to Row Dayis Saturday, June 1

Aerobics and strength: Rowing
offers a comprehensive workout.
While it may seem focused on the
upper body, its true power stems
from the legs. Engaging all major
muscle groups, rowing stands out
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as a rare sport that delivers both
aerobic benefits and minimal strain
on the joints, akin to cross-country
skiing and swimming.

Accessibility: One of the goals of
Learn to Row Day is to highlight
rowing’s adaptable nature and
inclusive community. Rowing can
be practiced at various levels, from
recreational outings to competitive
i racing, accommodating individuals
NATIONAL LEARN of different ages, abilities, and
il usrowing TO ROW DAY ambitions. Modern rowing
CRcogea equipment is adjustable to different
body types and physical
capabilities, ensuring a comfortable
and safe experience for all

"Learn to Row Day" originated from efforts
by US Rowing, the national governing body
for the sport of rowing in the U.S. Set for the

) , o participants.
first Saturday in June, it introduces more
people to the joys and benefits of rowing.
The annual celebration aims to promote
inclusivity and accessibility, inviting
individuals of all ages and backgrounds to
discover the thrill of gliding across the water
in a rowing shell.
Rowing Lingo!
Like many sports, rowing has a whole vocabulary of its own. Here are a few fun
terms:

o Shell and scull both refer e Teams do not want to catch a crab,
to types of boats used for meaning the oar blade gets caught in
rowing. A shell, or sweep the water, which could cause a rower
boat, is typically designed to lose control or even fall into the
for multiple rowers, each water.
using one oar. In a scull, a
rower uses two oars—one o Washboard is the pattern of waves
in each hand. created by the motion of the boat.

« A coxswain (pronounced e Puddles are splashes of water
“cox’n”) sits in the stern, and created by oar blades during the
helps the rowers execute rowing stroke, often used as a visual
race strategy. From old indicator of technique and power.

English, “cox” meant a small
boat used for transport
between larger ships and
the shore, and “swain”
derives from an attendant
on a ship. Worldwide,
coxswains from first-place
winning boats are thrown
into the water by their
crews.

Rowers of the past:

Besides University of
Washington’s own
world-famous Boys in



the Boat, Benjamin
Spock, the well-known
baby doctor, won gold
rowing with an eight in
the 1924 Olympics.
Actor Gregory Peck
rowed at the University
of California in 1937.
Women's rowing was
not promoted or
recognized until much
later, finally making its
Olympic debut at the
1976 Summer Olympics
in Montreal, Canada.

Row your way to fun and fithess:

On Saturday, June 1, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
join the Kenmore Community Rowing Club
(KCRC) in Rhododendron Park at the Kenmore
Public Boathouse for a fun community event. KCRC
offers adult rowing for rowers from brand-new to
experienced, with multiple options for Learn to Row,
Intermediate, and Experienced rowers. They will also
be offering junior camps during the summer.

Juneteenth: A Celebration of Freedom

Juneteenth is a federal holiday in the
United States commemorating the
emancipation of enslaved African
Americans.

It is celebrated on the anniversary of
General Order No. 3, issued by Major
General Gordon Granger on June 19,
1865, proclaiming freedom for
enslaved people in Texas. The name
Juneteenth is derived by combining
“June” and "nineteenth".

Juneteenth honors the end to slavery
in the United States and is considered
the longest-running African
American holiday.

It marks the day when federal troops
arrived in Galveston, Texas in 1865 to
take control of the state and ensure
that all enslaved people be freed. The
troops’ arrival came a full two and a
half years after the signing of the
Emancipation Proclamation.

On June 17, 2021, it officially became
a federal holiday. Today Juneteenth
commemorates African American
freedom and emphasizes education
and achievement.

Come find us at the Kenmore Town Square,
Wednesday June 19th

KHS will have a booth celebrating Juneteenth with displays, trivia and prizes!

KHS Out and About

Building Community

Kenmore Heritage Society has been part of the community since Kenmore
incorporated in1998. We are mostly known for publishing "Kenmore by the Lake"
A Community History. Since we don't have a museum or other physical building,
we partner with other organizations and host events throughout the City. Here's
what we did in May!

Recognizing Community
Members
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Winners
« Community Contribution by a
Business - Steve Holmes
o McMaster Heritage - Katrina
Rose
o Emerging Leader - Camille
Pierce

This year's winners have distinguished
themselves through selfless
volunteerism, ongoing community
support and uplifting those around
them.

Kenmore mascot Hank Heron was
also on hand for the celebration!

Kids in the Park Day - Saint
Edward State Park

Despite the light rain and clouds, park
goers were all smiles as they took part
in this fun annual event!

KHS offered boat building using found
materials, challenged visitors with
nature trivia and shared a scavenger
hunt game to get them exploring the
park grounds.

Goal: Explore options for maintaining
and developing the collection for
educational, historical and community
enjoyment.

Rhododendron Conservation

KHS facilitated a meeting with Quinn
Proffitt, (Parks Lead from City of
Kenmore), Warren Timmons
(Rhododendron expert who previously
helped maintain the park and also
donated many of the existing hybrid
plants), Laurie Freetham (Rhody
enthusiast/Master Gardener), Pasha
Mohajerjasbi (Kenmore Senior
Center), Emily Rainey, Jim Howard
and Suzanne Greathouse (Kenmore
Heritage Society).

The first objective of the team is map
the plants in the park and identify and
name existing plants. In the future the
group plans to collaborate with local
groups on fun and educational
programming.

Kenmore Oktoberfest Planning

KHS is facilitating meetings with the City,
local nonprofits and businesses to create a
community Oktoberfest full of family fun,
music, games, contests, prizes, beer &
brats!



Planning is underway - sponsors needed
as well as volunteers. Contact Suzanne
Greathouse if you are interested:
k.h.s.archives@gmail.com.

Planning Underway
4+  Music | Drink | Dance | Games | Fall Market 4

City Center, Brew Row & Parks
Renmore WA 98028

\AAAAAAA

Holidays & Events

Pride Month in Kenmore | 1 June

Pride Flag Raising at 9 AM
Kenmore City Hall
18120 68th Ave NE
Kenmore, WA 98028
o Reading of the City Council's Pride Month
Proclamation
o Community Involvement in Raising the Flag
 If you can’t join us at City Hall, we will also be broadcasting the flag raising
virtually on Facebook Live, https://lwww.facebook.com/kenmorewa

Flag Day | 14 June

Flag Day, also called National Flag Day, in the United States, is
a day honoring the national flag, observed on June 14.

The holiday commemorates the date in 1777 when the United
States approved the design for its first national flag.

In 1916 Pres. Woodrow Wilson proclaimed June 14 as the
official date for Flag Day, and in 1949 the

U.S. Congress permanently established the date as National
Flag Day.

Fathers' Day | 16 June

The nation’s first Father’'s Day was celebrated on
June 19, 1910, in the state of Washington.
However, it was not until 1972—58 years after
President Woodrow Wilson made Mother’s Day
official—that the day honoring fathers became a
nationwide holiday in the United States.

The campaign to celebrate the nation’s fathers did
not meet with the same enthusiasm—perhaps
because, as one florist explained, “fathers haven’t
the same sentimental appeal that mothers have.”

Go Skateboarding | 21 June

The Jack V. Crawford skate court opened in
October 2015. This new approximately
5,200 square foot skate park design is the
result of great feedback and collaboration
with residents and the skateboarding
community. It is located behind City Hall at
18120 68th Ave NE Kenmore, WA 98028
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Bingo Day | 27 June ® ® o

Bothell Bingo I I l

Monthly on the first Saturday N O ri. h S h ore

Description:

Back by popular demand! Cash prizes!

The bigger the turnout, the bigger the prizes.
$4 member/$6 nonmember, per packet

12:30-2:30pm, Room 202/203

Organizer: seniorcenternorthshore@gmail.com

Website Get Involved News & Making About Us
Events History
ESTD. 1998
Location:

KENMORE PO Box 82027
H-ZRITAGE Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
SOCIETY Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
000 Line

Visit our website

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Kenmore Heritage Society | P.O Box 82027 | Kenmore, WA 98028 US

¢ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!
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