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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources.

About Us

How much do you really know about
Kenmore? You may have learned its
history through books, or stories
shared at family gatherings, but we bet
they left out some of the more
interesting and colorful history of
Kenmore’s past.

Check out our website!

Seattle Sees the Light 1924
Kenmore Enforces it in 2024

On April 21, 1924, Seattle's first automatic traffic light begins
part-time operation at 4th Avenue S and Jackson Street.
Seattle is actually somewhat late to this party, as traffic
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lights have been operating in other American cities for
as long as a decade. The light proves to be a great
success, and they soon will sprout all over the city. 

The dawn of the automobile in the early twentieth century
quickly created a need for traffic control in downtown Seattle
intersections. In the earliest years a police officer
controlled an intersection with hand signals. Later,

Seattle police officers manned semaphore signals in busy intersections, manually turning
the pole as needed to direct the flow of traffic. At night a floodlight lit up the officer so
people could see him. The problem with this (aside from the obvious danger of getting hit
by a car) is that the policeman couldn't pursue or otherwise handle traffic scofflaws. If
he left his post to deal with an offender, traffic at the intersection usually descended into
chaos.

Seattle was progressive in a lot of ways in the 1920s, but traffic control wasn't one of them. As
early as 1912 rudimentary red and green lights mounted on a homemade wooden box were
used in Salt Lake City. The first generally accepted electric traffic light was introduced in
Cleveland in August 1914. In 1920 the first hanging traffic light, the four-way, three-light signal
(and the first traffic signal with a yellow caution light) that we know today, debuted in Detroit.
Many American cities had traffic lights before Seattle, but in the spring of 1924 the city
saw the light.

More From HistoryLink

Safety = Revenues

The Kenmore Automated Photo Enforcement (KAPE) Program was launched in Spring of 2023
by the Public Works Engineering Department in partnership with the Kenmore Police
Department. Kenmore City Council included automated photo enforcement as part of
the Financial Sustainability Plan, and photo enforcement was a key safety recommendation of
the 2014 Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Task Force.

Sites for photo enforcement are evaluated based on their potential safety benefit. Revenue
from fines issued by the program will support the City’s pavement preservation and
traffic safety programs. This approach ensures road upkeep costs are shared with drivers
who travel through Kenmore, not just Kenmore residents, and that the cost of providing a safe
driving environment is shared with those who are contributing to the risk.

Implementation (Kenmore Automated Photo Enforcement (KAPE) Program | City of Kenmore
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Labor Day - September 4th
"the unofficial end of summer"

Celebrating American Workers

Observed the first Monday in September, Labor Day is an
annual celebration of the social and economic
achievements of American workers. The holiday is rooted
in the late nineteenth century, when labor activists pushed
for a federal holiday to recognize the many contributions
workers have made to America’s strength, prosperity, and
well-being.

Before it was a federal holiday, Labor Day was recognized
by labor activists and individual states. After municipal
ordinances were passed in 1885 and 1886, a movement
developed to secure state legislation. New York was the
first state to introduce a bill, but Oregon was the first to
pass a law recognizing Labor Day, on February 21, 1887.
On June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act making the first
Monday in September of each year a legal holiday. Learn

more

“Back to School” in Kenmore, Then and Now
Excerpts from Kenmore’s history book, “Kenmore by the Lake, A Community History”

"At the Heart of the Community" Not long after McMaster Shingle Mill
began operations in 1901, and
continuing until 1914, September meant

https://www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history


School-age children of McMaster Mill employees attended class in one
of the sawmill shacks like this one, from 1901 until the schoolhouse

was built in 1914.

Schools and active parent involvement have been
at the heart of the Kenmore community right from
the beginning.

“back to school” in one of the mill shacks
for the millworkers’ children.

Kenmore School District 141 was
established October 12, 1903, [120
years ago!] according to records
maintained by the King County
Superintendent of Schools. Later
records show that a school board of
three was elected in 1911: John “Joe”
Francis Salmon, Ed Niemeyer, and
Charles “Red” Gorman. The only
recorded name of a teacher hired for the
mill shack school was that of Ada
Hanschell for the for the school term of
1913-1914. 

Seeking to build a schoolhouse, the board approached landowner Watson Squire about
acquiring five lots (in an area behind the present-day Kenmore Camera shopping area). The
board proposed buying three of the lots and asked that Squire donate the remaining two. The
parties agreed, but another site then was proposed. Four lots on Remington Drive (now NE
181st Street) were selected, two purchased by the school district and two donated by Squire.

A 1930s property tax assessor photo of
the by-then-decrepit first school building,

which stood vacant for years.

Kenmore Elem ​entary -1955.

Mrs. Belle Nottingham and her eight
pupils occupy the newly built Kenmore

School 1915, located on NE 181srt
Street. Mrs. Nottingham was paid $65

per month.

Kenmore Junior High - 1961

A traditional 1920 school bus, similar to
that used to transport Kenmore children

to school in Bothell.

Inglemoor High - 1965

Link to Public
School Review 

Moorlands Elementary, Inglemoor High
School and Arrowhead Elementary:Top

5 in Kenmore!

https://www.publicschoolreview.com/washington/kenmore/98028


9/11 Remembrance

“When Americans lend a hand to one another, nothing is impossible. We’re not about what
happened on 9/11. We’re about what happened on 9/12.”
—Jeff Parness, founder of New York Says Thank You

The September 11 attacks, often referred to as 9/11, were a series of four coordinated terrorist
attacks by the Wahhabi Islamist terrorist group al-Qaeda against the United States on the
morning of Tuesday, September 11, 2001.

NORTHSHORE FIRE DEPARTMENT
REMEMBRS 9/11

Stop by the Northshore Fire Department to
view a piece of steel recovered from the
Twin Towers in a memorial display installed
in the station lobby (7220 N.E. 181st St.,
Kenmore)

"Our station has 1 of only 18 artifacts in
the State of Washington. A section of

https://newyorksaysthankyou.org/


steel girder recovered from the rubble of
the WTC in New York City is dedicated to
the memory of all whose lives were taken in
the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.
We welcome your attendance in a silent
viewing of our memorial."

Oktoberfest Sept 19 -22

Kenmore Hosts Its First
Annual Oktoberfest!

Join us for four days of epic Bavarian fun as
we transform Kenmore into a German
wonderland! The Oktoberfest festivities kick
off on Thursday, September 19th with the
ceremonial tapping of the firkin and will
continue all weekend long with a host of
activities designed to delight attendees of all
ages.

This spectacular celebration is brought to
life through a dynamic collaboration
between the City of Kenmore, local
businesses, non-profits, restaurants, and
breweries.

Oktoberfest
Website

Highlights of Kenmore’s Oktoberfest include:
Epic Musical Acts: Enjoy live performances from local and regional bands that will keep
you dancing all weekend long.
PNW’s Best Beer and Food: Savor some of the finest brews and delicious food offerings
from the Pacific Northwest.
Family-Friendly Activities & After-Hours Fun: Participate in the 5k Fun Run, weekend-
long games for the family, and the always popular wiener dog races. When the sun sets
experience the nightlife of Oktoberfest with special after-hours events.
Fall Seasonal Market: Conclude the weekend with a charming market featuring fall-
themed products and local vendors.

 
Hispanic American History Recognized

Beginnings

This observation began in 1968 under
President Lyndon Johnson as Hispanic
Heritage Week. President Ronald Reagan

https://www.findkenmore.org/oktoberfest/


https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.org

Many Hispanic Americans can trace their
roots back to the cultures of the
Americas’ indigenous peoples, including
the Aztecs (Mexico), Arawaks(Puerto Rico),
Aztecs (Mexico), Incas (South America),
Maya (Central America) and Tainos (in
Cuba and Puerto Rico).

Some of their roots can be traced back to
the Spanish explorers, who set out in the
1400s to find a cheaper and easier way to
trade with the Indies. Other Latinos can
trace their roots back to African slaves
brought to the New World.

Hispanic Americans are today identified by
the countries from which they or their
ancestors originated. This includes Mexico,
Puerto Rico and Spain.

expanded it in 1988 to include a 30-day
period that started on September 15th and
ended on October 15. It was made law on
August 17, 1988.

September 15 is set as the starting date
for the month as it is important for many
reasons. It is the independence anniversary
for Latin American countries El Salvador,
Guatemala, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and
Honduras. From here onwards, the
independence days of Mexico and Chile fall
on September 16 and September 18,
respectively. Dia de la Raza or Columbus
Day also falls within this month, on October
12.

Hispanic Americans have been integral
to the prosperity of the U.S. Their
contributions to the nation are
immeasurable, and they embody the best of
American values. The Hispanic-American
community has left an indelible mark on the
U.S. culture and economy.

 Día de los Muertos in
Kenmore

Stay tuned for more from the
City of Kenmore's DEIA
Advisory Committee and their
plans for a Kenmore
celebration in early November.

Just For Fun!

Ketchup - Early Diarrhea Cure?! But soon, doubts arose about Bennett’s bold



Back in the 1830s, ketchup had a surprising
job—it was actually sold as medicine! Yep,
believe it or not. Dr. John Cook Bennett, an
American physician, touted tomato ketchup
as a cure-all for common issues like
diarrhea, indigestion, and jaundice. He even
called his creation “tomato pills” and swore
they could do wonders for your health.

claims, especially when other sellers
jumped in with even wilder promises, like
fixing broken bones. Despite the initial
excitement, studies by other experts
disproved these health claims, and folks
gradually stopped believing in ketchup as a
cure.

Interestingly, people thought ketchup was
good for you because of its fermentation
process and various ingredients. In
traditional Chinese medicine, fermented
foods were considered great for digestion
and overall well-being. But alas, the era of
ketchup as medicine faded away, leaving
behind a quirky piece of history.

Ketchup Was Sold in the 1830s as Medicine
- History of Yesterday

Do you like to tell stories? To explore history?
To renovate and maintain historic structures?
Kenmore Heritage Society welcomes you!

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo
or Story about Kenmore

Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

Get Involved

Join our Board

We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE…

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

INSPIRING

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/person/john-cook-bennett
https://historyofyesterday.com/ketchup-was-sold-in-the-1830s-as-medicine/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/get-involved/


Join
Us

We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people,
all ages, across all boundaries –
physical or imagined.

Website Get Involved News &
Events

Making
History

About Us

 
LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line

      

 
Kenmore Heritage Society | P.O Box 82027 | Kenmore, WA 98028 US
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