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 Step Into The History Of Kenmore Through Our
Programs And Resources

Thank you for a fabulous 2024

The KHS Board would like to take this opportunity
to thank Kenmore community members,
Government agencies, fellow non-profits and
local businesses for supporting us
throughout the year.

Your participation, inspiration and donations
enabled us to provide fun programs in
classrooms and at local venues, contribute to
City projects, share information about awesome
community members, support local charities,
partner with other Kenmore non-profits, and
present a more inclusive view of Kenmore
history.

As the year draws to a close, so does my
tenure as Board President. It has been an
honor to serve, and I am particularly proud of my
contributions towards renaming Tl' awh-ah-dees
Park and celebrating the Native American people

Happy Holidays!
from

​The Kenmore Heritage
Society
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who have inhabited this land since time
immemorial. I will continue to be involved with the
community and KHS on special projects—so be
sure to look for me around town, and especially at
Oktoberfest and the Weiner Dog races!

Warm wishes, Suzanne

Check out our website!

May you have a wonderful time with
family and friends during this festive
season and come back refreshed and
ready to celebrate Kenmore, Heritage
style!

Meet Marella Allejandrino Board President 2025

Exciting News for 2025!
Next year, Marella Alejandrino will step into the role of Board
President for the Kenmore Heritage Society. You might have
seen her at KHS events, Kenmore Business Alliance or
Chamber of Commerce meetings, or even at the Arts of
Kenmore art shows at Bastyr.

Marella has Kenmore Roots: Marella moved to Kenmore
from Ballard in 1992 with her husband Arnold and their
toddler son Eric, to save for their first home. They lived with
Arnold's parents in their Kenmore, where Arnold grew up
and attended Inglemoor High School (class of '83). After four
years, the family moved away but returned in 2009 to raise
their three sons, two of whom are Inglemoor graduates.

Her Favorite KHS Event - Santa Photos: Marella loves all the community events organized
by KHS, but the Santa photo sessions at Kenmore Camera are her absolute favorite. It's a
heartwarming event, and seeing the joy on the children's faces when they meet Santa is
priceless.

An Interesting Tidbit: Did you know Marella studied Broadcasting at Bellevue College? She
was a regular on their radio station, 91.3FM, and even served as News Director for a term.
After college, she worked at a Seattle FM radio station, wrote morning news, and briefly hosted
her own Public Affairs Show in the late '80s.

Her Distinctive Board Contribution: Marella's passion for the community is a huge asset to
the board.

Her 2025 Vision: In 2025, Marella plans to work with the KHS Board to create even more
engaging programs and events for the Kenmore community.

The Santa Train to Kenmore 1956
Santa's University Village Express

(excerpt)
By Eleanor Boba Posted

12/18/2015 HistoryLink.org Essay 11163

Each December for about a decade
starting in 1956 when the center opened,
Santa Claus trains full of hundreds of
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happy children made round trips from
University Village to Kenmore and
occasionally Woodinville. The holiday trips
ended a few years before the tracks were
abandoned, later to be torn out and
replaced for much of their length by the
Burke Gilman Trail.

The Santa train was an annual event staged
by the University Village Shopping Center
beginning the year that venerable institution
opened, 1956, and continuing until the mid-
1960s. Starting from a siding near the
Blakeley Avenue entrance to the shopping
center, the train made several scheduled
trips each December along the little-used
Northern Pacific track out to Kenmore
and, in some years, as far as Woodinville. In
at least the first year, a Santa train also
brought inner-city children from King Street
Station to the Village.

Danger on the Tracks!
In 1961 a group calling themselves the
Lake City Vigilantes held up the train at
Kenmore and "shook down Santa Claus
for all he was worth -- five candy canes!"
according to The Seattle Times of
December 10, 1961. Luckily Santa was able
to charm the desperados into giving up their
wicked ways and joining in the holiday spirit
for the return trip.

It appears that 1965 was probably the last
year for the Santa Claus train. In 1971 the
tracks from Ballard to Kenmore, then
owned by Burlington Northern, were
officially abandoned. A few years later the
rails originally laid in the late 1800s as the
Seattle, Lake Shore, and Eastern Railroad
were torn up and the corridor, or most of it,
became the first section of the Burke Gilman
Trail, named for two SLS&E founders.

Burke-Gilman Trail - Fast Facts
Distance: 20.0 miles
Surface: Paved with a soft shoulder
Allowed Use: Open to all non-motorized
activities, excluding horseback riding.
Points of Entry: Gasworks Park, Matthews
Beach Park, Log Boom Park.
Accessibility: The trail is compliant with
ADA standards. Accessible facilities
available at Gasworks Park and Log Boom
Park.

Read the full
essay

Charles Dickens was a little odd ...

3 Fun Facts

Basically, the star quarterback of the Victorian
era, Charles Dickens worked diligently for
every ounce of success he got. He rose from

https://www.historylink.org/File/11163


the ashes of his childhood to become the most
popular novelist of his day. As the author of such
enduring books as A Christmas Carol, Great
Expectations, and Oliver Twist, he achieved great
fame during his time, one that placed him among
the greatest minds of all time.

Fact #1: He was enthusiastic about Mesmerism.
​Though Charles Dickens was skeptical of
spiritualism and ghosts, he was a believer in
mesmerism. One of the Victorian era's many
supernatural crazes, mesmerism was the belief
that men and women could be cured through
hypnosis.

Fact #2: He fervently believed in Spontaneous
Human Combustion. Bleak House is one of
Dickens's most well-known works, but it features
a scene that would make any modern reader do a
double take: "Then they saw the pile of ash on
the floor. They stared for a moment, before
turning and running. They burst onto the
street, shouting for help. But it was too late:
Old Krook was gone, a victim of spontaneous
combustion."

More about
Dickens

Fact #3: He coined a bunch of
words and phrases still used today -
Among his linguistic inventions were
words like "butter-fingers" and
"dustbin."

Trimming Trees and Spreading Cheer

Christmas Tree
Origins

The history of Christmas trees
goes back to the symbolic use of
evergreens in ancient Egypt and

Rome.

Long before the advent of Christianity, plants and trees
that remained green all year had a special meaning for
people in the winter.

Just as many today decorate their homes during the festive
season with pine, spruce, and fir trees, olden communities
hung evergreen boughs over their doors and windows.
Some ancient cultures believed that evergreens would
keep away witches, ghosts, evil spirits, or illness. Some
believed that winter came every year because the sun god
had weakened, and marking the Solstice meant that the sun
god was beginning to recover.

​Evergreen branches were a reminder that plants would
grow again when the light was strong, and that summer
would return.

Local Historic Christmas Trees

Our area has special notes with respect to
historic Christmas trees. Bellingham set a
record in 1949 with a 153-foot tree,
sporting 1000 lights. And, according to

http://www.ranker.com/list/greatest-minds-of-all-time/walter-graves
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Guinness World Records, the next year
Seattle took the lead with the tallest ever
cut Christmas tree: a 221-foot Douglas fir,
set up at the then brand-new Northgate
Shopping Center. 

Community Awards - Nominate Now!

The Kenmore Heritage Society honors
local citizens who through selfless giving
of time and talent have had a significant
positive influence on the Kenmore
community. Nominations are currently
open! Check out our website for details.

AWARDS:

McMaster Heritage

Emerging Leader

Making A Difference for Businesses

NOMINATE!

Who Knew!?

Santa Claus has worn blue
and white and green in the
past, but his traditional red
suit came from a 1930s ad
by Coca Cola!

In Ireland, it’s tradition for
kids to leave out a pint of
Guinness instead of the
traditional milk and cookies.

Candy canes were invented
to help keep children quiet
during church.

https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/about-us/scholarships-awards/


“Jingle Bells” holds a
Guinness World Record for
being the first song played in
outer space.

It takes an average of seven
years to grow a Christmas
tree.

The highest-grossing
Christmas movie is “How
the Grinch Stole
Christmas”

Snapdoodle Toys is Ready for Christmas

Snapdoodle Toys Kenmore 2025

A quick stop at Snapdoodle for gift ideas and a dose of Christmas spirit left me full of cheer
and an appreciation for this Kenmore treasure. I asked one of the helpful elves how soon they
started preparing for Christmas ... "All the time," she said, "We are always looking and
shopping." She mentioned they really start gearing up from June onward. I asked about the
most popular toys, and she said many parents come in for small items, stocking stuffers, like
"Slime" and "Fidgets"



I was also interested to know when Santa might stop by ---  he makes annual visits to all
Snapdoodle locations! You will be able to find him in Kenmore from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm on
Friday, December 13th. And lastly, I asked about advice for holiday shoppers: Start shopping
now!

Snapdoodle
Website

Holiday Stress Getting You Down ....... Walk it off!

Experts say: getting your body moving during the holiday season can be excellent for keeping
spirts high during the stressful rat race. There are plenty of opportunities to become
overwhelmed with shopping, cooking, and social responsibilities. So, try to place some
emphasis on your fitness routine this time of year, even if you just view it as an escape. Here is
a fun little walk you can take while enjoying the sights and sounds of Kenmore.

Click here to print off the Tour Map and Kenmore
history

Winter Community Event and POP! Shops Craft Market

https://snapdoodletoys.com/
https://kenmoreheritagesociety.com/digital-collections/


Winterfest Program
Details

Also reserve a time for FREE SANTA PHOTOS on Dec 14th at Kenmore
Camera

Santa Photos and Winter Wonderland of Games and
Crafts - December 14th

https://www.kenmorewa.gov/our-city/special-events/winterfest


Kenmore Air ~ Santa Connection



Did you know Kenmore Air offers a special Intro to Flight Lesson f0r $150?
Experience the joy of seaplane flying with an Introductory Flight Lesson with

Kenmore Air! This is the perfect gift for any aviation enthusiast or pilot. Apparently,
Santa Claus knows all about this great deal. This is just one of many fun
experiences offered by this great local business!

Learn about Christmas at Butchart
Gardens

Volunteer - Donate - Submit a Photo or Story about
Kenmore

Do you like to tell stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

​Our organization relies on a community of
people like you to maintain community
assets, digitize its collections, and run its
programs. Volunteer opportunities include
diverse positions such as leading history
hikes, holding story hours for children,
sharing history at pop-up museums, and
leading custom tours.

https://kenmoreair.com/magic-of-christmas-at-the-butchart-gardens/


Get Involved

Join our Board!

We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE…

Join
Us

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

INSPIRING
We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all people,
all ages, across all boundaries –
physical or imagined.

Website Get Involved News &
Events

Making
History

About Us ​

 
LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Drop Us A
Line
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