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History of Kenmore
with our programs & resources

About Us

How much do you really know about
Kenmore? Kenmore’s history as an
incorporated city began in 1998, but
there are many more stories of
Kenmore’s past to be shared,
discovered, and celebrated!

Check out our website!
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Welcome 2025!

Can you believe the 21st Century is almost a quarter complete? Kenmore Heritage
Society is excited about the many events and activities planned for the coming year
that celebrate our community and its rich history. Through our partnerships with the
City, schools, and local businesses, we aim to continue promoting and preserving
the unique heritage of Kenmore. We hope you’ll join us!

Want to get in on the fun? We'd love to hear from you: KHS - Contact Us

Be It Resolved ...

Setting New Year’s resolutions can be a powerful way to create positive change.
Follow these steps to ensure your resolutions are clear, achievable, and lasting:

1. Reflect on the Past Year: Take time to assess what went well and what you’d
like to improve. Understanding your strengths and challenges helps you set
meaningful goals.

2. Set Specific, Measurable Goals: Define clear, actionable resolutions. Instead
of "get fit," aim for "exercise 3 times a week" to make it measurable.

3. Break Goals Into Small Steps: Break large resolutions into manageable tasks
to avoid feeling overwhelmed and to track progress.

4. Create a Plan: Develop a step-by-step plan with deadlines to guide your efforts
and keep you on track.

5. Stay Accountable: Share your goals with a friend or use an app to track
progress.

6. Review and Adjust: Regularly review your progress and adjust if necessary.
Flexibility helps maintain momentum.

Also, remember to be flexible and adjust as needed —life can be unpredictable,
and sometimes goals need to evolve.

Finally, celebrate small milestones along the way to stay motivated and maintain
momentum.

By setting realistic and purposeful goals, you can make the New Year a time of
growth and achievement, and find some new fun along the way.

Want to share a resolution? Sharing can help you "Stay Accountable." Send your
favorite to KHS - Contact Us along with why it's important to you. If we post your
resolution in the Newsletter, we'll send you a gift card to a local business!
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Kenmore History — What's in a Name?

On January 10, 1901, mill owner John McMaster (1849-1930) named the town of
Kenmore, WA. After McMaster moved to the Pacific Northwest in 1889 he became
a key figure in the milling industry in Snohomish and Kitsap counties, and then
opened the McMaster Shingle Mill in our Kenmore in 1901. In 1903, he became the
first postmaster of Kenmore when the town's post office was established, delivering
mail from his company store at the sawmill. The name “Kenmore” was chosen by
McMaster to honor his previous home in Kenmore, Ontario, Canada, which was
itself named after Kenmore, Scotland. Today, Kenmore, WA acknowledges its
heritage by designating January 10 as Founder's Day.

Learn more about how Kenmore got its name at the KHS website:
Kenmore Heritage Society
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Historic Building, Kenmore, ON, Canada




Did you know that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. visited Seattle in November, 1961?
His visit was organized by Reverend Samuel McKinney, a friend and former
classmate of King’s at Morehouse College, as part of a lecture series sponsored by
Mount Zion Baptist Church. Due to space constraints, the event was initially
planned for First Presbyterian Church, but the church canceled the agreement,
citing various reasons which many believed were racially motivated. The
cancellation sparked outrage, with local religious and civil rights groups
condemning the decision.

Despite this setback, Dr. King gave several lectures across Seattle, including at the
University of Washington, Temple de Hirsch, Garfield High School, and Eagles
Auditorium. He spoke about the importance of creative protest and urged President
John F. Kennedy to use executive powers to end segregation. His talks were met
with widespread support, and his visit was noted for promoting the concept of
brotherhood and racial justice.

Dr. King was tragically assassinated in 1968, but his impact continues to be
remembered in Seattle through memorials and community celebrations. In 1986,
the King County Council approved a motion to rename the county in honor of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., replacing the original namesake, Vice President-elect
William Rufus de Vane King. A bronze memorial plaque marking this change is
displayed in the King County Courthouse. In 1998, a bronze bust of King was
placed in the ACT Theater, where he had spoken during his visit. In 1999, the
Washington State Legislature officially recognized Dr. King as the county's
namesake.

King’s legacy is deeply
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2025 — Year of the Snake

The year 2025 is the Year of the Snake in the
Chinese zodiac. The Chinese zodiac follows a
12-year cycle, and 2025 will be associated with the
Wood Snake element, as the Snake is paired with
one of the five elements (Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal,
Water) every 60 years. The previous Year of the
Snake was 2013, and the next one will be 2037.
People born in the Year of the Snake are anecdotally
characterized as intelligent, intuitive, charming, and wise, though also somewhat
mysterious and cautious. Famous people born in the Year of the Wood Snake:

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Elvis Presley (1935): “King of Rock 'n' Roll”
J.K. Rowling (1965): Author of the Harry Potter series
Angelina Jolie (1975): Actress, filmmaker, and humanitarian

Learn more about Chinese New Year

But Wait, There's More!

v

~ Your Turn ~
CALLING ALL SHUTTERBUGS Take Photos, Make $$

KHS invites community members to help
document ever-changing Kenmore. Using
website categories "Kenmore History" and
"History Now" as a guide, photographers
of any age and ability can take photos,
interview citizens for relevant information
Henmore Herilage Society about the photo subject, and submit the
photos through the KHS Camera Crew

CANDID* CAM ERA page of the KHS website.
CREW Each submission is reviewed for photo

quality and documentation completeness.

TALEPICTURES HAKE MONEY KHS awards $25.00 to the photographer
*IMPROMPTU - SPONTANEOUS « EXTEMPORARY for each approved photo. General photo
NATURAL categories include:

Kenmore is changing - new buildings, new bridge,
new people, new businesses, new events. Help us document Peop|e
these changes and we'll put change in your pocket! o Date of Photo

$25.00 per picture with approved documentation « Name of Person (e.g., Clty OfﬁCia',
Business Owner, First Responder,
Volunteer. Artist. Citizen)
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Kenmore Camera Owner Jim Donovan
(on the right) 1974

Kenmore Camera owner Jim Donovan
(on the right) 2021

Significance to Kenmore, for instance
the person’s job or role in community
Something unique or interesting
about the person or role

Places

Date of Photo

Name of Place (Examples: Theorem
Cannabis, Kenmore Skate Park,
Kenmore Boathouse)

Significance to Kenmore, for instance
description of what happens at the
place, what’s sold their, or service
provided

Something unique or interesting
about the place

Things

Date of Photo

Name of Thing (Examples: “Cat
Whisker Road” street sign, Kenmore
Mural, Big Blue Chair at Hanger)
Significance to Kenmore

Something unique or interesting
about the thing

Then & Now

Date of Photo

Picture of “Then” image from KHS
website, Picture of “Now” image ( See
example at left of Kenmore Camera's
shop and owner)

Significance to Kenmore

Something unique or interesting
about the scene

EVENT |
K=NMORE |

HZRITAGE
FOCIETY

EVENT

Get Involved
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Join Our Board!

We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE...

INFORMATIVE
¢« We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.
INSPIRING
+ We move people to learn more, open
their minds to new possibilities, gain a
greater understanding of themselves,
others and the world around them.
INCLUSIVE
» We speak to the hearts of all people,

] all ages, across all boundaries —
Join Us physical or imagined.
Website Get Involved News & Making About Us
Events History
LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

Vo Y
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