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History of Kenmore
...is still being written! Join in with our programs & resources!

About Us

What do you know about
Kenmore?

Want to know more?
KHS takes you there!

Kenmore’s history as an
incorporated city began in 1998,
but there are many more stories
of Kenmore’s past and present to
share, discover, and celebrate!

Check out our website!

Bothell Way 1901
Credit: George Moser

Welcome to Spring!
March is packed with a variety of

Cultural, Communiy, and Celestial celebrations!

Thank You, Suzanne Greathouse!

Kenmore City Council honored Suzanne Greathouse, past President of the
Kenmore Heritage Society for her Service at the February 10th Kenmore City
Council meeting. She was presented with a clock that was inscribed “Thank you for
all that you have done for the City of Kenmore. Your contributions and legacy in our
community are timeless. We appreciate you!”

Suzanne joined the Board of the Kenmore Heritage Society in 2018 and served as
the President until December of 2024. Throughout her tenure, Suzanne's
leadership was marked by vision, passion, and an unyielding dedication to
preserving Kenmore's rich heritage. Her support and sponsorship of various
projects have left an indelible mark on the Kenmore community, fostering a deeper
appreciation for our shared history and inspiring future generations.

One of Suzanne’s favorite quotes is by Walt Disney: “When you are curious, you
find lots of interesting things to do.” Suzanne has said this described her approach
as Kenmore Heritage Society President and helped inspire all the programs,
events, and transformations she fostered in partnership with the KHS Board,
community members, elected officials, artists, and Kenmore enthusiasts. Suzanne
will continue to be active in the Kenmore community and remains involved in the
countless opportunities that our culturally rich community has to offer.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Suzanne for her remarkable service and
leadership. Her legacy will continue to inspire us as we move forward, building on
the strong foundation she helped create.

 

A Century of Kenmore Community Club!

March 12th: Surface Water
April 9th: Northshore Utilities District
May14: Police Department 
June 11: Fire Department
July 9: Parks Maintenance
August 13: Development Services
September 10: Engineering
October 8: Community Development

Kenmore Community Club
formed in 1925

by a group of city pioneers who
wanted to bring city services to the
fledgling town of Kenmore. Residents
were invited to meet at Mitchell’s store
at the corner of what is now 68th
Avenue NE and Bothell Way as
chronicled in Kenmore by the Lake,
a history of Kenmore. Citizens
gathered to discuss local issues such
as road construction, fire protection,
and voter polls. Carrying on that
tradition, KCC is hosting a series of
meet-and-greets over a monthly
potluck. Bring a dish to share, and dig
in to what's happening in Kenmore
right now!

 

Read Across America Day
March 3

 

Read Across America Day
Read Across America Day aims to encourage everyone's love of reading. It is
celebrated every year on the school day closest to March 2, commemorating the
birthday of the popular children's author, Dr. Seuss.

Our Kenmore Library has a variety of reading events this month. Check these out!

Kenmore Afternoon Book Group
Friday, March 28, 2:00pm–3:30pm
Hill Women: Finding Family and A Way Forward in the Appalachian
Mountains by Cassie Chambers. For adults 18 and up, new members
are welcome, please register with an email to receive discussion questions.

Русскоязычный книжный клуб | Russian Language Book Group
Friday, March 21, 4:00pm–5:30pm
If you are 18 or older, and speak or are studying Russian, come discuss a
book or author you love or have recently read. You don't need to read
anything beforehand. Group meets every third Friday of the month.

Cook's Book Group
Wednesday, March 19, 6:30pm–7:30pm
This group continues the series of Meal Courses with Salad Freak: Recipes
to Feed a Healthy Obsession by Jess Damuck. Try making one or more
recipes of your choice from this month's cookbook! This is an adventure for
teens through seniors (registration required).

International Women's DayInternational Women's DayInternational Women's DayInternational Women's Day
March 8March 8March 8March 8

International Women’s Day is observed globally to celebrate the social,
economic, cultural, and political contributions achievements of women, and to raise
awareness about gender equality. Sponsored by InternationalWomen'sDay.com,
this year’s theme is “Accelerate Action.”

Coinciding with International Women’s Day, Seattle Town Hall’s 2025 Gala
celebrates the extraordinary contributions of women to the shaping of Seattle.
The event showcases amazing women in our own community, right now!

 

The Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race
March 1

The 1925 Great Race of Mercy also known as the “serum run,” occurred when a
diphtheria outbreak in Alaska, threatened the lives of many, especially children.
The only way to deliver the life-saving diphtheria antitoxin serum to the remote
town of Nome was by dog sled, as the weather and terrain made other
transportation impossible.

To honor this historic event and the role of sled dogs in saving lives, the Iditarod
Trail Sled Dog Race was established in 1973. It follows a similar route and keeps
the spirit of the serum run alive, celebrating the bond between mushers and their
dogs in overcoming extreme challenges. The race starts on the first Saturday in
March each year. Seattle has served as a base of support, training, and inspiration
for Iditarod competitors, and over the years several Seattle-based mushers have
achieved notable success.

John Baker (lead dogs Velvet and
Snickers): Originally from Alaska,
John Baker trained and lived in Seattle
for some time, and in 2011 he became
the first Alaska Native to win the race
in over 30 years. His achievement
brought global attention to Seattle's
dog-sledding community.

Jeff King (lead dogs Herbie and
Kitty): This "King of the Iditarod" lived
and trained in the Seattle area. King is
one of the most successful mushers in
Iditarod history, winning the race four
times (1993, 1996, 1998, 2006), and
generating a strong fan base in the
Northwest.

 

Holi
March 14

Holi, the Festival of Colors, is celebrated in India and among Indian communities
worldwide, typically in March (the date each year is based on the lunar calendar). It
marks the arrival of spring and the victory of good over evil. People celebrate by
throwing colored powders at each other, dancing, singing, and sharing sweets. Holi
is also a time to repair relationships and forget past grievances.

 

Mardi Gras
March 4

Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, falls on the day
before the start of Lent, which is a solemn
Christian religious observance venerating the
40 days Jesus spent fasting in the desert and
enduring temptation by Satan. In 2025 it is
celebrated on Tuesday, March 4. Famous
annual Mardi Gras celebrations include the one
in New Orleans, plus the well-known Carnival in
Brazil. Celebrants turn out for parades, music,
costumes, and lots of food.

Pi Day
March 14

While not a traditional cultural or religious
celebration, Pi Day has grown in popularity,
especially among math lovers. Pi Day honors the
mathematical constant π (pi), which begins with
3.14. It’s often celebrated with pie-eating contests,
math-themed activities, and educational events.
Albert Einstein was, appropriately enough, born on
Pi Day in 1879!

March Madness
March 16

Attention Basketball Fans: This
year March Madness kicks off
with Selection Sunday on
March 16, and then
competitions continue through
to the championship game on
April 7 at the Alamodome in
San Antonio, Texas. This
thrilling and unpredictable
college basketball tournament
stretches back to 1939, with 8
teams competing originally. In
modern times, the emergence
of “Cinderella teams,” where
lower-seeded squads can pull
off surprising upsets, adds
suspense to the games. Fans
across the U.S. participate in
bracket challenges, where they
predict the outcomes of each
matchup, with many joining
office pools.

Q: Why did the college basketball players attend a crafting class?
A: They wanted to learn how to make baskets!

Q: How do basketball players stay cool during a game?
A: They stand near the fans.

Q: What are basketball players’ favorite food?
A: Doughnuts, because they love to dunk them.

 

More Celebrations

Saint Patrick’s Day (March 17)
honors the patron saint of Ireland. Originally a religious holiday, it commemorates
St. Patrick's efforts to spread Christianity in Ireland during the 5th century. Over
time, the day has become a global celebration of Irish culture, featuring parades,
enjoying Irish food and drinks, and “the wearin’ of the green.” Symbols like
shamrocks and leprechauns are commonly associated with the festivities, which
emphasize Irish heritage and community spirit.

Nowruz (March 20–21), which
originated over 3,000 years ago,
marks the Vernal Equinox, and
brings together people of different
faiths and backgrounds across Iran,
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
and beyond, including tens of
thousands in Washington State. In
an era where division and
uncertainty persist, the spirit of
Nowruz reminds us of our shared
humanity, compassion, and hope
for the future. Celebrations include
a ritual called "Haft-Seen," where
seven symbolic items are placed on
a table to bring luck for the year
ahead. Locally, on Sunday, March
23, both Early Music Seattle and
Iranian Society of Washington
State are hosting celebrations of
Nowruz.

Vernal Equinox (March 20)
marks the official start of Spring in
the Northern Hemisphere and the
beginning of Autumn in the
Southern Hemisphere. Because the
Earth's axis is tilted relative to its
orbit around the Sun, there are two
points in the year when the Sun
shines directly on the Equator, and
day and night are approximately
equal in length. During an Equinox,
both hemispheres receive nearly
the same amount of sunlight. The
Vernal, or Spring, Equinox
symbolizes balance and renewal,
and has been celebrated across
cultures as a time of growth and
new beginnings.

In under 5 minutes, here's an
elementary-level video that does a
great job of explaining the science:
Spring Equinox by Twinkl.

 

Get Involved!

Snap To It!
Help document ever-changing Kenmore!

Using website categories like
"Kenmore History" and "History Now,"

photographers of any age and ability
can take photos, interview citizens for
relevant information about the subject,

and submit the photos through the
KHS Camera Crew

page of the KHS website.

Each photo is reviewed for quality and
documentation completeness.

KHS awards $25.00
to the photographer

for each approved photo

 

Do you like to share stories? To explore
history? To renovate and maintain historic
structures? Kenmore Heritage Society
welcomes you!

Get Involved

Check All That Apply

Volunteer?
Donate?

Submit a Photo or Story
about Kenmore?

Volunteer opportunities include diverse
positions such as leading history hikes,
holding story hours for children, sharing
history at pop-up museums, leading
custom tours, or volunteering at events.
Kenmore Heritage Society relies on a
network of people like you to maintain
community assets, digitize its collections,
and run its programs. We'd love to have
your support!

 

Get on Board!
We are a vibrant organization that looks at
history as a FUN and ENGAGING way to
not only CONNECT WITH THE PAST, but
also CELEBRATE what is CURRENT
TODAY and make it RELEVANT TO
EVERYONE.

Join Us

INFORMATIVE
We share information that is fun,
surprising, and interesting.

INSPIRING
We move people to learn more,
open their minds to new
possibilities, gain a greater
understanding of themselves,
others and the world around
them.

INCLUSIVE
We speak to the hearts of all
people, all ages, across all
boundaries – physical or
imagined.

Website Get Involved News &
Events

Making
History

About Us

 
LOCATION

PO Box 82027
Kenmore, WA 98028-0027
Phone: +1 206-465-8833

         Drop Us A Line

 

Kenmore Heritage Society | P.O Box 82027 | Kenmore, WA 98028 US
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